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WELCOME!

S

oon we’ll be enjoying the 
awakening of another 
Spring season with many 

exciting things to look forward to 
here at Roselawn!

One beautiful October day last 
Fall, several Board members 
and hardy volunteers cleaned 
up the grounds and planted 200 
daffodil bulbs and a number of 
red and white tulips to celebrate 
Canada 150. What a pleasure it will be to see 
them blooming beside our beloved mansion! 
The event was named for Harold Moseby, 
the landscape gardener who laid out the rose 
garden, planted a variety of tree species and 
constructed the fish pond in the 1930s. “Harold 
Moseby Day” will be held again this year with 
miniature tools and activities for the children.

Our second “Evening at Roselawn” will take 
place on April 6. This is a juried silent art 
auction celebrating Niagara artists and is the 
major fundraiser for the Friends of Roselawn 
Centre Capital Campaign. Please consider 
volunteering to help us make this a special 

and memorable evening. Please contact us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com. It’s fun  
to volunteer!

Friends of Roselawn is growing with many 
new members and the generous sponsorship 
of local merchants. For more information, see 
the Membership section. Please encourage 
your friends to join and participate. Working 
together, we can celebrate our local History and 
cultivate a bright future for the flourishing of 
arts & culture in Port Colborne!

Carole Black Brisley

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn
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A

pril is coming! 
Have you made 
plans to attend our 

special event, ‘An Evening 
at Roselawn’? This 
Celebration of Niagara 
Arts will be held Thursday, 
April 6, 7-10 PM at the 
Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts, 296 Field Ave.

It’s a juried silent art 
auction with great 
art work and live 
demonstrations of 
painting and caricatures. 
The night is full of things 
to see and do!

Tim Denis, CKTB radio 
host and local Port 
Colborne native is our 
Master of Ceremonies 
and musician Frank Krahn 
plays the keys beautifully. 
Enjoy yummy appetizers 
from the Smokin’ Buddha 
with a glass of wine  
or beer.

Did I mention that we 
have free draws too?

Come and bid on original and beautiful art work 
of local artists. The rooms of Roselawn will be 
filled with an array of media by 30 artists.

In keeping with our mission to promote arts 
and culture in the community and to assist in 
restoring the historic Roselawn mansion, the 
participating artists will receive their reserve bid 
price. Any proceeds beyond the opening bid will 
go to the Friends of Roselawn Capital Campaign 
Phase 2. It’s a win-win situation!

Our Evening at Roselawn team is: Laurie Pye 
– Artist, Pat Bowman – Treasurer, Gail Todd – 
Artist/Entrepreneur, Carole Brisley – Historian/

Artist, Janet Hogan - Event Planner/Consultant, 
and Arlene Lessard - Team Leader. 

We look forward to seeing you and celebrating 
the arts in Port Colborne!

Tickets are $35 at the Box Office 905-834-7572 
and $40 at the door.

For any question please contact us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Arlene Lessard

Team Leader – Evening at Roselawn  
& FoRC Board Secretary
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Evening at Roselawn

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE FRIENDS OF ROSELAWN’S

JURIED SILENT ART AUCTION

Thursday, April 6, 2017

7-10 pm

Live Music Appetizers Cash Bar

Tickets $35 in advance
or $40 cash at door
Includes one glass of wine

Call the Roselawn Box Office
905.834.7572

Proceeds go to the participating 
Niagara-area artists and to the 

Friends of Roselawn Centre.

296 Fielden Ave
Port Colborne

A gala event celebrating the arts in Niagara, featuring:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Follow us!

facebook twitter Instagram 
@friendsroselawn
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A LIVELY NIGHT IS PLANNED

W

e are delighted that Tim Denis will return 
again this year to MC our Evening at 
Roselawn gala. Tim is a gifted singer, 

songwriter, radio personality, and actor who first 
gained national attention on Canadian country radio 
stations in 1983 with the release of his single “Fallin” 
issued on the Canadian indie label, 16th Avenue 
Records.  
A career-long association with producer Stan 
Campbell led to the recording of a debut, self-titled 
album by Tim Denis, released on the Canadian Talent 
Library label.

Several single releases were pulled from the album 
including a re-issue of the “Fallin” song, b/w “I 
Wanna Be The One,” and “Heartache Hill” b/w “Lie 
To Me.” The album earned Top 10 status on the RPM 
Country Album charts, but ironically, none of the 
singles charted nationally.

Tim Denis’ album was significant also for the 
fact that a Canadian rising-star was featured as 
a background vocalist on the selection “Heavy 
On The Sunshine.” The artist was then known 
as Eileen Twain, and she of course went on to 
worldwide fame as Shania Twain.

In addition to his recording achievements Tim 
Denis has been a longtime radio personality, 
currently hosting his own show on CKTB in St. 
Catharines, Ontario. Additionally, he co-hosts 
(with Stan Campbell) a weekly radio program, 
“The Canadian Driver’s Radio Show.”

P

ianist Frank Krahn will also 
be returning for his second 
year playing the Evening at 

Roselawn. We are looking forward 
to hearing his exciting and eclectic 
repertorie. To learn more about 
Frank, be sure to read our profile in 
the “Artists’ Corner” on page 9.
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Tim Denis will return this year to MC the Evening.

Evening at Roselawn

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE FRIENDS OF ROSELAWN’S

JURIED SILENT ART AUCTION

Thursday, April 6, 2017

7-10 pm

Live Music Appetizers Cash Bar

Tickets $35 in advance
or $40 cash at door

Includes one glass of wine

Call the Roselawn Box Office
905.834.7572

Proceeds go to the participating Niagara-area artists and to the 
Friends of Roselawn Centre.

296 Fielden Ave
Port Colborne

A gala event celebrating the arts in Niagara, featuring:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Follow us!

facebook twitter Instagram 
@friendsroselawn
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SPECIAL AUCTION DONATION

F

our framed limited edition prints by artist Paul 
Murray have been donated to the Friends of 
Roselawn by Debbie Cook, in loving memory of 

her mother, Helen Burns. 

Helen was a long-time Port Colborne resident who 
enjoyed her involvement with her church, Meals on 
Wheels and local craft shows. She collected Paul 
Murray prints over the last 20 years and Debbie feels 
sure that she would be pleased with the decision 
to donate the four prints to support the Friends of 
Roselawn Capital Campaign. 

Debbie says, “Our wish is that these prints will be 
purchased by someone who also admires Paul 
Murray as much as my mom did.”

To see more of artist Paul Murray’s work, visit: 
paulmurray.com.
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Evening at Roselawn

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE FRIENDS OF ROSELAWN’S

JURIED SILENT ART AUCTION

Thursday, April 6, 2017

7-10 pm

Live Music Appetizers Cash Bar

Tickets $35 in advance
or $40 cash at door

Includes one glass of wine

Call the Roselawn Box Office
905.834.7572

Proceeds go to the participating Niagara-area artists and to the 
Friends of Roselawn Centre.

296 Fielden Ave
Port Colborne

A gala event celebrating the arts in Niagara, featuring:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Follow us!

facebook twitter Instagram 
@friendsroselawn

Morning Wake Up Study, Watercolour, 1991 (454/1,500)

Almost Spring Study, Watercolour, 1991 (151/680)

Below Pippi Passes, Watercolour, 1990 (142/450)

Tennessee Bonnet, Oil, 1991 (232/450)

http://paulmurray.com
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ello Friends of Roselawn Centre! 
Many thanks to those who have 
contributed so far to Phase 2 of the 

Capital Campaign. It’s exciting to know that 
with your help, we’ve been able to fill another 
leaf on our campaign flower! We are almost 
half way through the next leaf but still have a 
long way to go to match the $25,000 raised in 
Phase 1. We are grateful for any support you 
can give to help us fill all the leaves! 

The opportunity for FoRC and the City to 
collaborate for increased funding from the 
federal government’s new Canada 150 Grant 
announcement has given FoRC is the basis for 
our Phase 2 goal of $25,000. If we can raise this 
amount locally through FoRC (ie. $50,000 over 
2 years) along with the $200,000 pledged by 
the City, the federal grant could possibly bring 
in an extra $250,000! 

What does this mean for everyone in Port 
Colborne? This will be $500,000 to be used 
specifically for mansion repairs to the roof, 
walls, etc.,helping to maintain the historical 
importance of Roselawn as a heritage home 
where you, your family and future generations 
can gather to enjoy arts and culture. Let’s 
not miss this wonderful chance to keep this 
beautiful mansion as something to be very 
proud of here in Port Colborne.

To donate, please make your cheque payable 
to The City of Port Colborne. Please note 
on your cheque that the donation is for the 
Friends of Roselawn Centre Capital Campaign 
Endownment Fund and permission to publish 
your name or company. Then mail to Roselawn 
Centre for the Arts, 296 Fielden Ave., Port 
Colborne, ON L3K 4T6. You can also call or visit 
Terry at Roselawn 905-834-7572. We accept 
cash, credit or debit. For further information 
on this campaign, email friendsofroselawn@
gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for your contribution!

Glenda Buck

Capital Campaign Lead

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$30,000

$35,000

$45,000

$40,000

$50,000

$25,000

Our Goal

Raised in Year 1:

Help us to reach 

our Phase 2 goal. 

Please donate today!

mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
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THE CANADIAN AUTHORS SERIES

SINGLE TICKETS ON SALE MARCH 1
Regular Tickets: $32

Groups 10 or more: $25
Students 21 and under: $25

Season Topper $32

showboattheatre.ca 

SEASON TOPPER $32
September 8 - 9

*Not included 
with subscriptions 

2017 Main Season
JUNE 15 - SEPTEMBER 9

Showboat’s 2017 Playbill is bursting with adventure, romance and invaded with comedy.

June 15 - 24

August 17 - 26

July 6 - 15

July 27 - August 5

Real Estate (2016): Precious Chong and Mark McGrinder

2017 Subscriptions ON SALE NOW!
Enjoy all four shows for just $109

NEW This year

THE LADIES FOURSOME
Comedy by Norm Foster

Four women gather for a light-
hearted round of golf in hon-
our of their recently departed 
playing partner. The foursome 
swings into discussions of 
life, love, men, sex, children, 
careers- everything but golf. 
Many surprises, secrets and 
confessions come to the 
surface during this hilarious and 
heart-warming round of golf.

THE FULL MOUNTY 
Comedy by William Matthews  
and Bruce Davies

Gordon is a retired Mountie who 
just can’t seem to shake his past. 
While minding his own business 
as a performer in Vegas, he gets 
drawn into a world of espionage 
and cover-ups. With the odds 
against him, he is forced to em-
bark on a mission that pulls him 
back home to save his beloved 
country from an evil mastermind.

THE NUMBERS GAME 
Romantic Comedy by John Spurway

He knew her, she didn’t know 
him. She was the most popular 
girl in highschool; he was on 
the math team. They couldn’t 
be more different. Now 37 years 
later, Bernadette needs a room-
mate, preferably a female, and 
Phil an actuary with marital prob-
lems, needs a place to stay. Two 
very different people in similar 
situations try to figure out how to 
move forward together.

BASKERVILLE: A SHERLOCK 
HOLMES MYSTERY
Mystery by Ken Ludwig

Get your deerstalker cap on - the 
play’s afoot! Sherlock Holmes 
and Dr. Watson must crack the 
mystery of The Hound of the 
Baskervilles before a family curse 
dooms its newest heir. Enjoy this 
fast-paced comedy about every-
one’s favorite detective solving his 
most notorious case.

SEASON TOPPER:
HANK WILLIAMS “LIVE” 1952
Writer/Creator WJ Matheson

Enjoy an evening with a country  
legend that you won’t soon forget.  
For two hours we travel back to the 
Kawliga Café with the Hank that 
captivated audiences and set the 
standard for generations of country 
entertainers to come.

Artistic Director Derek Ritschel 
Administrative Director Helen Wagenaar

P O R T  C O L B O R N E

PHONE SALES ONLY
NO IN PERSON SALES 
905 834-0833

Professional Summer Theatre
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Enjoy all four shows for just $109
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P O R T  C O L B O R N E

PHONE SALES ONLY
NO IN PERSON SALES 
905 834-0833

Professional Summer Theatre

SHOWBOAT FESTIVAL THEATRE 2017

W

e’re excited to announce that Showboat has a new Box Office! By mid April, we will be 
selling our own tickets out of the Roselawn Centre. Check our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/showboattheatre/ for progress!

https://www.facebook.com/showboattheatre/
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T

he FoRC is an entirely volunteer-run 
organization. We rely on the dedication 
of local people who are committed to 

helping arts and culture flourish in Port Colborne 
and the surrounding area. 

The FoRC, which works in co-operation with the 
City, exists to spearhead the restoration and 
renovation of the historic building which houses 
the Roselawn Centre for the Arts. 

FoRC is a terrific project to get involved with in 
whatever way you can, as we envision Roselawn 
becoming an artistic and cultural hub, bringing 
tremendous benefit to the social, cultural and 
economic future of our community.

THE FoRC BOARD 2017
Laurie Pye 
Chair

Arlene Lessard 
Secretary

Pat Bowman 
Treasurer

Judith Boroniec 
Memberships

Glenda Buck 
Capital Campaign Lead

Carole Brisley 
Newsletter & History

Heather Finlayson 
Graphic Design & Social Media

Pam Koudijis

Paul Tyson

Christine Kiernander

If you are interested in joining our  
Board of Directors, please get in touch! 
You can email us at friendsofroselawn@
gmail.com. We meet 10 times a year, in the 
evening, on the last Tuesday of the month.

AN EVENING AT ROSELAWN
Thursday, April 6, 2017

C

alling all volunteers! Our popular 
annual FoRC fundraiser, a gala evening 
event held at the Roselawn Centre, 

with silent auction of the works of local 
artists, will be held in April 2017. 

We’re looking for volunteers to help out. 
We’ll need some help in the weeks leading 
up to the event, and for the set up of the 
event on the day before (April 5th), during 
the event itself and for the clean up on the 
following day (April 7th). 

As the saying goes, ‘many hands make light 
work.’ Please consider joining with us to 
create a wonderful event for Port Colborne!

If you’d like to get involved, get in touch 
with us at: friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

There are lots of 

opporutnites to get 

involved with FoRC!

mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
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THE FIRST DECADE: LOCAL ISSUES
by Carole Brisley

T

he 1861 Census shows: “Lewis G Carter, 
age 33, born in USA, Baptist, Merchant; 
wife, Mary F, age 28, born in Upper 

Canada; living in brick house, 2 storeys.”

In that year, the young couple, Lewis and Mary, 
who had married in 1851, began their lives at 
Roselawn, a beautiful house outside the village 
of Port Colborne, surrounded by acres of farm 
land. It was already known as a landmark and 
was described years later in the 1887 ‘History 
of the County of Welland’ as “one of the finest 
residences of the county.” Perhaps they sat on 
the front porch together making plans for their 
glorious landscaped gardens.

In the last newsletter, we imagined Mr. Carter 
seated by the fire reading his paper and 
contemplating world news over the period of 
the 1860s. It is likely that Mary shared his interest 
and that they discussed those momentous 
events together. 

There was much local news to occupy their 
minds as well. In 1861, the great American 
Civil War had begun. Confederate President, 
Jefferson Davis, asked Britain (whose textile 
industry relied heavily on Southern cotton) for 
military assistance against the North. There was 
widespread fear that the Welland Canal would be 
a prime objective for an invading American force 
if war broke out between the US and Britain.

In January of 1862, the Great Western Railway 
brought a detachment of 50 infantrymen of 
the Royal Canadian Rifles from London to Port 
Colborne and Port Dalhousie. Headlines in the ‘St. 
Catharines Constitutional cried, “Fortifications 
Along the Canal!” The troops were quartered 
in Petersburg (later Humberstone) and in Port 
Colborne at the American Hotel on East Street. 
It was felt that an artillery battery was also 
required to defend the canal and harbor, so 
three brass canon arrived in Port Colborne - the 
beginning of the Welland Canal Field Battery. 
Happily, the war between Britain and the US did 
not materialize.

In 1866, however, following the Civil War, 
newspapers across the Province once again 
reported “Wild and Feverish Excitement.” A 
large Fenian force had crossed the Niagara River 

at Fort Erie. The Welland Canal Field Battery 
was joined by troops arriving from around the 
province on two railways that met at the site 
of the present Seaway Park. A division of Port 
Colborne residents was formed as well. Since 
no plans had been made to supply food, water 
or lodging for the troops, great hardship was 
created for the people of our village. Trains and 
tugs, as well as commandeered wagons and 
horses moved the troops to the ensuing Battle of 
Ridgeway. The defeat of the Fenians marked the 
end of the threat of invasion.

And what of Canadian Confederation in 1867? 
The Canada created by Confederation was still 
a British colony with little say in its own affairs; 
however, the majority of Canadians were 
determined to remain British North Americans 
rather than to become Americans. The new 
dominion’s inhabitants were spread out in 
scattered settlements along a border with an 
overwhelming neighbor to the south. They were 
varied in language, ethnicity and religion and 
knew very little about one another. Yet, they 
made the decision to unite.

According to Richard Gwyn, in his biography of 
Sir John A. Macdonald, Confederation Day July 
1 , 1867 was marked with varying degrees of 
enthusiasm across the country. Across Ontario 
large crowds turned out to watch parades and 
fireworks and enjoy concerts, games and food. 
Excitement was high in the English section of 
Montreal but the city’s powerful bishop delayed 
approval for Confederation until after the day 
was over. Several Nova Scotia newspapers 
edged their front page in black and in Quebec, 
the crowds were sparse.

There are no surviving Port Colborne newspapers 
from the 1860s so we’ll need to use our 
imaginations again. Surely a town named for the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada would 
have found great cause for celebration.

Let’s leave Lewis and Mary strolling arm in arm 
by the canal on July 1. Friends and family are 
there, children are laughing and playing tag and a 
marching band has begun to play. Tonight there 
will be fireworks and a bonfire by the lake and a 
remarkable country will be born.

REFERENCES:  ‘The Age of Sail’   by Donald G. Anger;  
‘The Fenian Raid at Fort Erie’ Published 1866; ‘Sir John 
A.Macdonald: His Life, Our Times’ by Richard Gwyn.

TH
E 

H
IS

TO
R

Y 
O

F 
R

O
SE

LA
W

N



Spring 2017FoRC NEWSLETTER 9

A
R

TI
ST

S’
 C

O
R

N
ER

MEET FRANK KRAHN

by Pat Bowman

F

or our 2017 spring issue we are 
spotlighting local musician Frank Krahn. 
You may remember Frank when he 

performed at last year’s Silent Art Auction on 
both his Roland stage piano and the Roselawn 
Centre’s legendary grand piano. Being one of 
Niagara’s best-loved solo pianists, Frank has 
graciously agreed to tickle the ivories once again 
at this year’s Silent Auction to be held on April 6.

Frank got started in the music business by 
volunteering at senior citizen residences.

Even though he himself is now a senior Frank 
remains a top-notch pianist whose professional 
goal is to perform at venues where his musical 
style is most appreciated. He performs regularly 
at the Fallsview Casino Resort and many hotels 
(Hilton, Vintage, Doubletree) and wineries. He 
regularly donates his talents for numerous non-
profit organizations (these include the Niagara 
Health System, Community Living, Port Cares, 
United Way among others).

Frank’s piano repertoire ranges from classical 
and contemporary to classic rock, jazz and 
blues. This variety of different styles gives his 
audiences something that everyone will enjoy.

The genres of music he most identifies with are 
New Orleans, Cajun, Funk, Boogie and Blues. 
Frank says “I like happy, dynamic music.”

 The American artist Malcolm John “Mac” 
Rebennack, better known by the stage name 
“Dr. John” is Frank’s favourite artist. Inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2011, Dr. 
John’s music combines blues, pop, zydeco, 
boogie woogie and rock and roll. You may 
remember his top 20 hit “Right Place Wrong 
Time” from the 70’s.

As a seasoned musician, Frank’s advice for 
inspiring others is to play music that you enjoy 
and play it in a manner that comes most easily to 
you. When Frank isn’t playing music he likes to 
keep in touch with nature. He does this by taking 
solitary hikes in the Shorthills.

Frank continues to be a friend of Roselawn 
because he has a profound respect for history. 
He worked for Niagara National Historic Sites for 
37 years and “loved every minute of it.”

Thank you Frank for inspiring your audiences 
with your melodies and sharing your love of 
music with so many in Niagara.
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P

lease consider supporting the restoration and development of the Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts by becoming a Member of FoRC. More information about the membership, and other 
ways to support FoRC can be found on the back page.

MEMBER BENEFITS
Card-carrying members of The Friends 
of Roselawn Centre receive the 
following great benefits from our local 
business partners:

Amigo’s Cantina 
10% off entrees with beverages

Boggio Pharmacy 
15% off first Tuesday, 15% off last 
Wednesday

Canalside Pub & Eatery 
10% off all food orders

JB Fashion 
Pays the HST on purchases

Lemayzz’s Meats 
One Bacon Bomb of your choice with 
any $20 (pre-tax) purchase

Maple Meadows Farm & Event Centre 
10% off “Cut Your Own” flowers

Port Paint and Paper 
10% off paint, not applicable with other 
discounts

Smokin’ Buddha 
10% off complete dinner for two

Something Else Port Colborne 
Pays the HST on purchases

Standard Time 
5% off watch non-luxury watch 
batteries and 10% off Bulova clocks

The Saucy Pot 
10% off all pre-orders

Treasures on West 
10% off furniture

Download our membership form on our website: 
friendsofroselawncentre.com

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st.

http://friendsofroselawncentre.com
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P

lease join us in supporting the restoration 
and development of the Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, by becoming a Member. Your 

membership dollars directly support the efforts 
of the FoRC.

Card-carrying members receive great benefits 
from our local business partners, including: 
Amigo’s, Boggio Pharmacy, Canalside, JB 
Fashion, Lemayzzz’s, Maple Meadows, 
Port Paint and Paper, Smokin’ Buddha, 
Something Else, Standard Time, The Saucy 
Pot and Treasures on West. For more details, 
visit the membership page on our website, 
friendsofroselawncentre.com.

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st. 

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

VOLUNTEER

W

e are always looking for people who 
are interested in joining our growing 
group of volunteers. There are a 

variety of ways to get involved. 

You may like to help setting up at events, 
working in the gardens, or promoting the 
FoRC. Or you may have a special talent that you 
think we could use. Let us know! Email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

SPONSORSHIP

L

ocal business are invited to support the 
FoRC by offering benefits to our members. 
Can you offer a discount or benefit at your 

establishment, or on the purchase of services 
that your business offers?

Promote your business and support the 
FoRC today! Get in touch with us at: 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn
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