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WELCOME!

J

uly 1, 2017 - Canada’s 150th 
birthday will soon be here! 

Just think…   Lewis and 
Mary Carter were living in their 
beautiful Roselawn mansion on 
that historic day one hundred 
and fifty years ago when our 
extraordinary country was born.

Like us, they would be saddened 
to see the damage that time 
has wrought on the Roselawn 
building, but I know they are with 
us in spirit as we work to bring it 
back to its former glory!

Our annual Evening at Roselawn 
Juried Silent Art Auction was a 
great success and has added to 
the Capital Campaign total as we 
close in on our two-year $50,000 
goal. I am so proud of our little 
band of dreamers who made the 
commitment to raise that enormous sum for 
the love of Roselawn and our Port Colborne and 
surrounding area arts community.

Thank you to all of our generous 
donors who have contributed so 
far. We will need more help to 
reach our goal and help the City to 
bring about the needed repairs!

As the summer waxes, be sure to 
visit the Roselawn gardens, sit on 
the benches installed last year, 
and smell the roses…..

Carole Black Brisley

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn
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Photographer Barry Smith

W

hat a Great Night! It was a magical 
night for art enthusiasts. This past 
April The Evening at Roselawn 

sponsors and patrons raised over $3,000 
towards our Capital Campaign and over $6,000 
was paid to the artists.

We received many positive comments 
including, “I very much appreciate the 
exposure which the event offered. Thank you 
to all of the organizers,” “the variety of artists 
and styles, beautiful venue and the delicious 
snacks were all wonderful,” and “your team 
was awesome and those HATS!”

Thank you to the artists who came from 
across the Niagara Region, all of our patrons, 
Tim Denis-emcee, Frank Krahn-pianist, Lou 
Caetano-chef, Cathy Peters-live demo-painting, 
and Caroline’s Caricatures and the city staff 
Terry Shaubel, Melissa Rivando, Bonnie 
Schneider, Kate Vance and Jim Hawley. 

We appreciate the support from our sponsors - 
The City of Port Colborne, Showboat Theatre, 
Something Else, Pinty’s, John & Janet Hogan, 
Robins Realty and Mere Name Design - 
Heather Finlayson.

And we cannot forget the companies who 
donated free gift draws including Showboat 
Theatre, Whisky Run, Smokin Buddha, 
Canalside, Something Else, Bremfields, Maple 
Meadows and Yoga Truly!

In addition, much gratitude goes to those 
who donated artwork including Debbie Cook 
of Royal Lepage for the valuable Paul Murray 
limited edition prints, the Port Colborne 
Art Club of which Jenny Walker and Barb 
Renshaw held an interactive group painting 
of tulips and donated the framed painting 
to Friends of Roselawn Centre for a future 
fundraiser and to Cathy Peters who donated 
one of her fabulous paintings.

Of course our volunteers worked hard to make 
this evening a fun and pleasant time and we 
thank Bill and Rosemary Armstrong, Judith 
Boroniec, MaryAnn Feagan, Mary Reeves,  
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Evening at Roselawn

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE FRIENDS OF ROSELAWN’S

JURIED SILENT ART AUCTION

Thursday, April 6, 2017

7-10 pm

Live Music Appetizers Cash Bar

Tickets $35 in advance
or $40 cash at door

Includes one glass of wine

Call the Roselawn Box Office
905.834.7572

Proceeds go to the participating Niagara-area artists and to the 
Friends of Roselawn Centre.

296 Fielden Ave
Port Colborne

A gala event celebrating the arts in Niagara, featuring:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Follow us!

facebook twitter Instagram 
@friendsroselawn

Debbie Cook and George Emerick

Pat and Doug Bowman
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Caroline’s Caricatures

Our Evening at Roselawn organizing committee

Paul Faris, Ann Kennerly, Glenda Buck, Doug 
Bowman, Paul Brisley, Bob Lessard, Christine 
Kiernander, and Kelly Robson.

And last but definitely not least, our Event Team 
brought so many unique skills and experience to our 
Evening. Thank you to a very special group of gals - 
Laurie Pye, Pat Bowman, Gail Todd, Carole Brisley, 
Heather Finlayson and consultant Janet Hogan. It 
was a real pleasure!

Arlene Lessard

Team Leader – Evening at Roselawn  
& FoRC Board Secretary

Mary Reeves and Arlene Lessard

Mayor John Maloney adding a tulip to the Port 
Colborne Art Club’s collective painting, with 

Jenny Walker and Barb Renshaw

Our MC, Tim Dennis and Laurie Pye, Chair of the 
Friends of Roselawn

Artist Barb Butters

Carpenter-woodworker Mike Feagan

Joyce Honsberger, Cindi Pahonick-Talbot, Mickey Mayne
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ello Friends of Roselawn Centre! 
Absolutely wonderful news to report 
with regard to our Capital Campaign. 

The federal government has approved the 
Canada 150 Grant for the amount of $140,000! 
Although this is not the full $250,000 originally 
requested, this funding represents confirmation 
that we can move ahead with significant repairs 
to our beautiful mansion. Knowing where we 
stand with available funding allows plans to be 
put in place and work to begin.

Having said that, please know that it is definitely 
necessary for us to continue to meet our 
commitment of $25,000 for Phase 2. Should 
we not meet this commitment and if we do 
not prove that the funds are being used as 
required, it is completely possible for the federal 
government to claw back the grant or a portion 
thereof.

Hence, our job is not done! As our lovely 
campaign flower shows, we have been able 
to fully complete another leaf and a half…..
bringing us close to the $40,000 mark, which is 
$13,700 away from the total goal of $50,000 (ie. 
Phase 1 & 2 combined). 

We gratefully attribute this increase to the 
tremendous success of Friends of Roselawn 
Centre’s Evening at Roselawn held on April 
6th. Thank you to everyone that attended to 
support our local artists and we are pleased to 
know that you are happily enjoying your new 
found treasures. Huge thanks to our friendly and 
helpful volunteers and to all the talented artists 
that contributed their original and captivating 
work. Finally, sincere gratitude for the 
exceptional and tireless efforts of our Evening At 
Roselawn team: Laurie Pye – Artist, Pat Bowman 
– Treasurer, Gail Todd – Artist/ Entrepreneur, 
Carole Brisley – Historian/Artist, Janet Hogan – 
Event Planner/Consultant and Arlene Lessard – 
Team Leader, without whom none of this would 
have been possible.

Let’s keep this amazing momentum going to 
secure the Canada 150 funding and begin to see 
desperately needed construction at Roselawn. 

Once again, we are thankful for your donations. 
They are a true testament that you support this 
worthwhile cause of maintaining our heritage 
home’s historical importance as a place to enjoy 
local arts and culture here in Port Colborne. 

To donate, please make your cheque payable 
to The City of Port Colborne. Please note 
on your cheque that the donation is for the 
Friends of Roselawn Centre Capital Campaign 
Endownment Fund and permission to publish 
your name or company. Then mail to Roselawn 
Centre for the Arts, 296 Fielden Ave., Port 
Colborne, ON L3K 4T6. You can also call or visit 
Terry at Roselawn 905-834-7572. We accept cash, 
credit or debit. For further information on this 
campaign, email friendsofroselawn@gmail.
com.

Thank you in advance for your contribution!

Glenda Buck

Capital Campaign Lead

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$30,000

$35,000

$45,000

$40,000

$50,000

$25,000

Our Goal

Raised in Year 1:
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pril showers bring May flowers!  
The Roselawn garden blossoms made 
quite an entrance this spring after the 

record rainfall in April. The majority of the plants 
in the garden were well served for this extra 
bit of water. Previous years of summer drought 
caused the plants to go into survival mode to 
keep nutrients and water in precious reserves. 
This spring they had a little help from  
Mother Nature.

At the Box Office entrance we have the showy 
flowering crab apple:

Along Carter street the honey suckle has 
produced an abundance of pink flowers:

Lilacs that adorn Fielden offer the passerby a 
wonderful sweet scent:

Lily of the valley have emerged with their tiny 
little bell flowers:

Last but not least, the Canada 150 tulips that 
were planted last October made their debut:

Next year we hope to enjoy the blossoms of the 
new ornamental cherry tree that we planted 
during our annual spring clean up May 12.

The bees have never been happier!

Pat Bowman

Master Gardener + FoRC Treasurer
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SHOWBOAT - OUR THEATRE

S

howboat Festival Theatre is so much 
more than the fine professional shows 
they produce each summer. They have 

reached out to our community and made strong 
and lasting relationships with local restaurants, 
businesses and patrons.

And they have made a long-term commitment to 
Roselawn as well, through a $5,000 donation to 
our Capital Campaign, $5,000 upgrades in sound 
and lighting equipment (which all Roselawn 
tenants may use), $2,500 in stage upgrades 
and two $1,000 sponsorships of the Friends of 
Roselawn Art Auctions.

This year, a new on-site box office was opened in 
mid-April!

Tickets for the 2017 season are selling fast! Be 
sure to call 905.834.0833 or visit Melissa at the 
new office. Join us for a summer of laughter, 
mystery and music:

THE LADIES FOURSOME A Comedy  
June 15- 24

THE FULL MOUNTY A Comedy  
July 6 – 15

THE NUMBERS GAME A Romantic comedy  
July 27 – August 5

BASKERVILLE A Mystery  
August 17 – 26

HANK WILLIAMS A Season Extra  
September 8- 9

See you at the Roselawn Theatre!!

SHOWBOAT ARCHIVES

I 

am honoured to be working on a special 
project this summer: the Archives of 
Showboat Festival Theatre! I’m compiling 

all available information and materials from 
Showboat’s beginnings in 1988 to the present.

I am being guided through this process by two 
special friends in Port Dover - Sheila Whitely 
and Sue Ashton - who have been working on a 
similar project for Lighthouse Festival Theatre. 
When I was first approached about taking part 
in the Archive, Sheila sent me the following 
information …. You can see why I jumped at 
the chance :

“The archives are called the L.W. Conolly 
Theatre Archives after Professor Leonard 
Conolly of the English and Theatre Studies 
Department at Guelph University. In the late 
80’s Professor Conolly became concerned 
about the number of theatres which were 
closing, many due to the recession happening 
at that time, and also with the resulting loss of 
their archival materials.

Professor Conolly approached the University 
Board who were persuaded to make a home 
for theatrical donations in the University’s 
McLaughlin Library archives. The University 
of Guelph has come to be responsible for 
the largest collection of theatrical archives 
in Canada with over 150 collections including 
those of theatres, individual designers, actors, 
directors etc. They are the official archives 
for Shaw, Tarragon, Grand, Canadian Stage, 
Young Peoples Theatre and many, many more, 
Lighthouse Theatre included.”

And this Fall, our beloved Showboat will be 
joining this amazing group!

If you would like to know more, you can look 
up the Archives and Special Collections at 
the University of Guelph AND if you have any 
photos, programmes, newspaper clippings, 
etc that illustrate Showboat history I’d love to 
hear from you!

Carole Black Brisley
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CALLING ALL FRIENDS!

T

he FoRC is an entirely volunteer-run 
organization. We rely on the dedication 
of local people who are committed to 

helping arts and culture flourish in Port Colborne 
and the surrounding area. 

The FoRC, which works in co-operation with the 
City, exists to spearhead the restoration and 
renovation of the historic building which houses 
the Roselawn Centre for the Arts. 

FoRC is a terrific project to get involved with in 
whatever way you can, as we envision Roselawn 
becoming an artistic and cultural hub, bringing 
tremendous benefit to the social, cultural and 
economic future of our community.

THE FoRC BOARD 2017
Laurie Pye 
Chair

Arlene Lessard 
Secretary

Pat Bowman 
Treasurer

Judith Boroniec 
Memberships

Glenda Buck 
Capital Campaign Lead

Carole Brisley 
Newsletter & History

Heather Finlayson 
Graphic Design & Social Media

Paul Tyson

Christine Kiernander

If you are interested in joining our  
Board of Directors, please get in touch! 
You can email us at friendsofroselawn@
gmail.com. We meet 10 times a year, in the 
evening, on the last Tuesday of the month.

There are lots of 

opporutnites to get 

involved with FoRC!

ANOTHER 30TH ANNIVERSARY - THE PCFA

S

howboat is not the only Arts organization to have been operating in Port Colborne over 
the last 30 years. The PORT COLBORNE FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS was also formed in 1988 
when a two day festival was held at First Presbyterian Church with financial support 

from the Port Colborne Operatic Society. Competitive classes were offered for piano and vocal 
students as well as Elementary Primary and Junior choirs.

Today, PCFA community financial support has grown to include many businesses, individuals, 
service clubs and musical groups.

This year’s festival – the 30th Annual – ran from April 22 to May 12 and included dance, 
piano, vocal & instrumental classes, elementary and secondary school bands & choirs, and a 
wonderful church & community choir choral evening. Venues ranged from Lakeshore High 
School, First Presbyterian Church, McKay School and Central United Church.  It culminated with 
a Showcase of Scholarship winners.

Congratulations to PCFA on your 30th Anniversary with our thanks for promoting excellence in 
the Arts in Port Colborne! Watch for news of next year’s Festival and plan to attend in 2018!
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SPRINGTIME IN THE VILLAGE
by Carole Brisley

T

he warm weather has arrived and many 
of us are thinking about new summer 
clothing - a simple task for us now, but 

how did the residents of the little village of Port 
Colborne acquire their new Spring and Summer 
wardrobes in the 1860s?

Godey’s Lady’s Book was a women’s magazine 
that was published in Philadelphia from 1830-
1878. It was widely circulated and was the 
most popular journal of its day. Each issue 
contained poetry, articles and engravings – 
even piano sheet music of the latest waltz or 
polka - but Godey’s was best known for the 
hand-tinted “fashion plate” at the start of each 
issue depicting the most current styles. (If you 
haunt antique stores as I do, you will have seen 
framed copies of “Godey Ladies” – still popular 
today) Almost every issue included a pattern 
with measurements for garments sewn at 
home. ….many women, of necessity, became 
accomplished seamstresses in those days. What 
a daunting task!! - voluminous skirts, ruffles and 
pleats, ribbons and bows! …. not to forget the 
intricate under skirts, camisoles and removable 
collars and cuffs!

OR – as now - men and women alike could SHOP 
ON WEST STREET

In 1850, Lewis Carter (who later became the 
owner of our Roselawn mansion) entered the 
mercantile trade, probably with his father. In 
that year, he built a brick building on West Street 
which was to house his store at the location of 
the new lock between Charlotte and Clarence 
Streets. It was the first brick building on West 
Street - AND it still stands today! Next time you 
visit the Canalside Kitchen Store, you might feel 
the presence of Mister Carter moving along the 
aisles and checking the stock ….. Over the years, 
his business had branched out from strictly a 
grocery store to a general store and American 
Express agency with surprisingly sophisticated 
goods from around the world. The sign atop the 
building read “L.G.Carter & Co. IMPORTERS OF 
DRY GOODS” He made buying trips to Europe, 
visiting England and Wales. The Port Colborne 
Historical Museum holds a copy of a document, 
registered at the foreign office, London, granting 
Lewis Carter the freedom to travel through 
Europe.

Lewis and Mary Carter had no children. Lewis 
took a great interest in his nephew, DeWitt 
Carter, and when he travelled to Europe to 
purchase items for his store, he took DeWitt 
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This 1876 photo shows the three-storey brick block which was destroyed by fire in 1881. 
L.W.Carter and Co. (on the right) survived.
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with him, introducing him to Paris and London. 
DeWitt (who became Port Colborne’s first 
mayor) helped in the store as a young man . A 
personal column in the Welland Tribune noted: 
“We are informed that Mr. L.G.Carter of Port 
Colborne, accompanied by his nephew, Mr. DeW. 
Carter left Quebec per SS Sarmatian, July 5, for 
England. Mr. Carter intends making his purchases 
in England and Scotland, after which, he and his 
nephew will make the tour through France, Italy, 
Germany and Austria, visiting the World Fair at 
Vienna.”

An article in The Tribune at the time said that 
L.G.Carter and Co. “are prepared to show the 
most beautiful assortment of dress goods in 
every description of fabrics in plain and fancy 
stuffs…..and mourning goods of every kind, all 
of which can be made to order on short notice 
by the best dress maker in Port Colborne…….
the millinery show room contains every novelty 
in American, English and French styles.” The 
article goes on to “remind the gentlemen that 
every branch of gents furnishings is complete - 
with paper collars, linen collars, ties, bows and 
scarfs….white shirts, with broad and narrow 
pleats….fancy regatta shirts, flannel shirts, 

wool and merino undershirts and drawers……
silk hats, fur hats, felt and straw hats,and silk 
and tweed caps” A full column ad boasted that 
his “large stock of General Dry Goods, Millinery, 
Mantles, Dress goods, Clothing, Boots and 
Shoes will compare with any retail stock in the 
Dominion.”

An 1876 photograph shows the three- storey 
Hopkins and Carter brick building block 
adjoining the Carter store to the south . A fire on 
December 14, 1881, destroyed all but the original 
Carter store . The three –storey block was 
replaced with a two-storey building but with a 
gap in the middle which is still there today.

Those of you who know me well will realize just 
how much I would like to travel back in time to 
shop at L.G.Carter and Co. !!

REFERENCES: 

Port Colborne Archives, the Carter family file; ‘The Age 
of Sail’ by Donald G. Anger; and ‘The Godey Ladies Book’ 
website.
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This early 1900s postcard shows the rebuilt two-storey block.  
Carter’s store stands alone on the right. The gap is still there today.
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MEET PUTZY MADRONICH 
by Pat Bowman

P

utzy (Elizabeth) 
Madronich is a 
very busy lady. Her 

time is divided between 
teaching art classes, 
facilitating Outreach art 
programs, hosting The 
Canadian Authors Series, 
and participating in the 
Port Colborne Art Crawl. 
She also designs and 
paints commissioned 
pieces for private 

collectors, companes, individuals and Niagara 
Wineries. An award winning artist in numerous 
juried art shows, Putzy’s pieces are 
best known for their explosion of 
intense colour and generous textures.

Art and music have always played an 
important part of her life. Growing 
up in the Beaches of Toronto she 
moved to France after high school 
where she studied French and painted 
watercolours. She then earned a 
philosophy degree at McMaster 
University in Hamilton, Ontario. She 
also studied at the Haliburton School 
of Fine Arts. 

“I love working in 
a variety of media” 
she says. Her choices 
include watercolour, 
acrylic, encaustic, 
printing, jewelry, 
mixed media, collage 
and more recently alcohol inks on ceramic tile. 
“Alcohol Inks are vibrant, unpredictable and very 
exciting to work with, but they are addictive.”

As an artist she has always been inspired by the 
Impressionists of which she most identifies with 
Henri Matisse, one of the greatest colourists of 
the twentieth centrury. She is also influenced by 
the Austrian symbolist painter Gustav Klimt.

Traveling is a huge source of inspiration for 
Putzy. “Most of my adventures involve taking 
far too many photographs because I can’t miss 
out on capturing a single beautiful moment”. 
She then takes these images back to her 
studio to be used as sources of inspiration and 
reference materials.

Her favorite piece of work that she has created 
is a painting entitled “Bazaar Moroccan”. “It 
took over a year and a half to complete and it 
consists of thousands of tiny collage pieces, 
handmade papers, glass beads, acrylic paint 
and tiles” she states. The piece takes her back 
to the souks in Morocco. “The Marrakech 
Medina is a visual feast. Each narrow street 
is a frenzied tangle of life. The souks are an 
emporium of art and craft, every square foot is a 

billboard of treasures for 
sale. The colours are so 
overwhelming, the beauty 
so obvious, so simple” she 
says.

Currently she is working 
on a piece that was 
inspired by her visit to 
Thailand. It depicts a 
group of young monks on 
a taxi boat in Bangkok.

Her tip for aspiring artists 
is to “paint from the 
heart, paint what you love 

and what excites you”. “Don’t 
concern yourself with what 
others think or worry about 
your skill level, just enjoy the 
experience of creating art”.

Putzy’s reason for being a 
Friend of Roselawn is that it is 

Port Colborne’s home of arts and culture and it 
is mandatory that we support it. “This beautiful 
heritage building with its state- - of- -the- -art 
theatre is a perfect venue for many activities 
and events including the wonderful Showboat 
Theatre and The Canadian Authors Series for 
which I am host.”

Thank you Putzy!



Summer 2017FoRC NEWSLETTER 11

M
EM

B
ER

SH
IP WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

P

lease consider supporting the restoration and development of the Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts by becoming a Member of FoRC. More information about the membership, and other 
ways to support FoRC can be found on the back page.

MEMBER BENEFITS
Card-carrying members of The Friends 
of Roselawn Centre receive the 
following great benefits from our local 
business partners:

Eh Amigos Cantina 
10% off entrees with beverages

Boggio Pharmacy 
15% off first Tuesday, 15% off last 
Wednesday

Canalside Pub & Eatery 
10% off all food orders

JB Fashions 
Pays the HST on purchases

Lemayzzz Meats 
One Bacon Bomb of your choice with 
any $20 (pre-tax) purchase

Maple Meadows Farm & Event Centre 
10% off “Cut Your Own” flowers

Port Paint and Paper 
10% off paint, not applicable with other 
discounts

A Raven’s Nest 
10% off store purchases

The Saucy Pot 
10% off all pre-orders

The Smokin’ Buddha 
10% off complete dinner for two

Something Else Port Colborne 
Pays the HST on purchases

Standard Time 
5% off watch non-luxury watch 
batteries and 10% off Bulova clocks

Treasures on West 
10% off furniture

Download our membership form on our website: 
friendsofroselawncentre.com

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st.
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P

lease join us in supporting the restoration 
and development of the Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, by becoming a Member. Your 

membership dollars directly support the efforts 
of the FoRC.

Card-carrying members receive great benefits 
from our local business partners, including: Eh 
Amigos Cantina, Boggio Pharmacy, Canalside, 
JB Fashions, Lemayzzz Meats, Maple Meadows, 
Port Paint and Paper, A Raven’s Nest, The Saucy 
Pot, Smokin’ Buddha, Something Else, Standard 
Time, and Treasures on West. For more details, 
visit the membership page on our website, 
friendsofroselawncentre.com.

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st. 

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

VOLUNTEER

W

e are always looking for people who 
are interested in joining our growing 
group of volunteers. There are a 

variety of ways to get involved. 

You may like to help setting up at events, 
working in the gardens, or promoting the 
FoRC. Or you may have a special talent that you 
think we could use. Let us know! Email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

SPONSORSHIP

L

ocal business are invited to support the 
FoRC by offering benefits to our members. 
Can you offer a discount or benefit at your 

establishment, or on the purchase of services 
that your business offers?

Promote your business and support the 
FoRC today! Get in touch with us at: 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn


