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CHAIR CHAT

A

s we start to feel a bit 
of a chill in the air and 
the leaves begin to turn 

colour, the Friends of Roselawn 
Board are getting busy with our 
fall and winter plans.

We held a “Meet & Greet” for 
our members and board on 
October 4th where Pat Bowman 
discussed our charitable status. 
We welcomed old members 
and signed up new members for 
the October-September annual 
membership and of course we all 
enjoyed tasty appetizers during 
the evening.

On Sunday November 12th , we 
will have our annual “Christmas 
Market” once again. The market 
offers great crafts for those hard 
to buy people on your list as well as a tasty bake 
sale and luncheon menu.

This past June, the Executive met with Peter 
Senese - Director of Community & Corporate 

Services for the City of Port 
Colborne, and Scott Luey - Chief 
Administrator Officer, we are very 
happy to announce that there are 
exciting things coming soon  
for Roselawn!

Plans include the installation of a 
lift at the entrance just inside the 
stairs, fencing the north and south 

sides of the heritage gardens, tendering the 
mansard roof, painting the Box Office as well 
as the hall and backstage room! In conjunction 
with the City and the Canada 150 grant from the 
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CHAIR CHAT (CONT’D)
Federal government there will be signs installed 
highlighting the work that all of us are looking 
forward to.

We want to thank Showboat Theatre for their 
generous donation to our Capital Campaign and 
to thank our FORC volunteers in our fundraising 
efforts this summer. Every little bit helps and we 
are grateful to all.

Pat Bowman & Arlene Lessard gratefully 
accepted a Hydro grant cheque when attending 
a Council meeting in September.

In addition, the executive met with the Port 
Colborne Museum Director, Stephanie Baswick 
Powell, and PC Library Director, Susan Therrien, 
to discuss collaborative approaches on future 
projects and events.

Please enjoy our Fall newsletter - there are 
lots of great articles! Hope to see you at our 
Christmas Market!

Sincere Regards

Laurie Pye

FoRC Chair

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MARKET

C

ome one, come all to the Friends of 
Roselawn Centre’s 4th Annual Christmas 
Market, which will be held Sunday, 

November 12th from 10 am to 3pm.

Every year we strive to bring exciting new 
vendors who create quality crafted goods and 
are local to the Niagara region. This helps to 
foster unique cultural occurrences and helps 
local crafters prosper financially. With great door 
prizes and on-going entertainment, the Market 
makes for an enjoyable day of holiday shopping. 

Prancer the Reindeer will be returning, handing 
out candy cane treats for the kids. Doug Mundy 
will be tickling the ivories on the Roselawn 
Grand Piano with his repertoire of festive music. 
Homemade baked goods will be sold in the 
Heritage Bar Area for those holiday munchies. 
We also will be serving a small lunch in the 
Heritage Sunroom prepared by the talented 
Chef Lou Caetano. You can enjoy warm scones 
under the original 1920’s stained glass windows 
that depict scenes of Lake Erie many years ago.

And don’t forget… its free admission!
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FREE ADMISSION!



Autumn 2017FoRC NEWSLETTER 3

CA
PI

TA
L 

CA
M

PA
IG

N
 N

EW
S

H

ello Friends of Roselawn Centre! 
Excited to report that we are almost 
there! As you know, the Friends of 

Roselawn Centre have been working diligently 
to raise $50,000 which is the amount required 
for us to keep the $140,000 Canada 150 Grant. 
It’s absolutely wonderful that we can now 
say that we have turned a corner, passing the 
$40,000 mark! Only $9,637 left to raise…so 
very, very close!

We are so thrilled to be at this point and are 
grateful for the generous support of our 
members. Many thanks to Showboat Festival 
Theatre who recently donated $3,653 to our 
campaign. 

Plans are in process now to begin the much 
needed repairs to Roselawn. The goal of 
the Capital Campaign is to repair the roof, 
brickwork and third floor, bringing the mansion 
back to its original beauty. We want to create 
a home for arts and entertainment to ensure a 
vibrant cultural life for our community.

Please continue to support this worthwhile 
cause. Your donations have significantly helped 
us come close to the $50,000 goal and it will be 
great to know that the Canada 150 Grant which 
is being matched by the City of Port Colborne 
will be secure and available for the completion 
of all repairs needed.

To donate, please make your cheque payable 
to The City of Port Colborne. Please note 
on your cheque that the donation is for the 
Friends of Roselawn Centre Capital Campaign 
Endowment Fund and permission to publish 
your name or company. Then mail to Roselawn 
Centre for the Arts, 296 Fielden Ave., Port 
Colborne, ON L3K 4T6. You can also call or visit 
Terry at Roselawn 905-834-7572. We accept 
cash, credit or debit. 

For further information on this campaign, email 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Many thanks in advance for your contribution!

Glenda Buck

Capital Campaign Lead
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Our Goal

Raised in Year 1:
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ASSOCIATION VISITS 
ROSELAWN

O

n a warm and sunny Saturday in 
September over 50 avid gardeners from 
the entire Niagara region ( also known as 

District 9) descended upon Roselawn for their 
annual Fall Forum.

Hosted by the Port Colborne Garden Club, 
the forum showcased new gardening ideas, 
methodologies and a flower show for the 
horticultural crowd. There were representatives 
from across the peninsula (Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
St. Catharines, Welland, Fort Erie, Dunnville, and 
Lincoln/Grimsby.) 

While sitting amongst the delegates I heard a 
plethora of garden advice and many comments 
on the Roselawn’s pollinator-cutting garden, 
the fountain and the mature trees. Quite a few 
visitors took home seed pods from the gardens 
which is the typical sharing philosophy most 
gardeners practice. 

“Such a great atmosphere, such a historic place” 
said one delegate from Grimsby. “We have to 
visit more often,” was another comment. “How 
about a tour of the mansion?” After about a 
dozen tours during the lunch break I was ready 
to sit down to listen to the presentations.

The afternoon speaker, Sean James a landscape 
consultant from Milton and an executive 

director of Landscape Ontario commented on 
the Japanese Cedar (Cryptomeria) that  
graces the mansion on the southeast side of  
the building. 

“I’ve never seen one quite that tall,” he said. A 
popular speaker who makes the rounds on the 
Ontario garden circuit Sean James enlightened 
the crowd on how native plants should be a 
mandatory part of your landscape design.

“Native plants feed the pollinators and quite a 
few pollinators keep pests like aphids among 
other nasty insects at bay.”

Sean also made comments on the excellent 
crop of milkweed growing at the box office 
entrance. “Milkweed is great resource for the 
monarch population and this planting helps 
their numbers,” Sean remarked during his 
presentation. “I even got a great shot of a 
Northern Blue butterfly (Plebejus idas) sitting on 
the cosmos flowers by the parking lot,” he said.

After his presentation Sean gave me a listing of 
all the plants he would recommend to further 
enhance the gardens. I think that the Roselawn 
gardens, the mansion and the event staff made 
a good impression on Mr. James and the entire 
gardening delegation.

Spread the mulch and spread the word  
I always say!

Pat Bowman

Master Gardener + FoRC Treasurer

First Prize

Pollinator Bee
Ontario Horticultural Association’s annual Fall Forum held at Roselawn
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Reserve your seats now for the 2018 
season! Subscriptions are $130 for five 
performances. Any four shows of your 
choice are $112.

The Box Office will be open:

Monday to Friday 9AM to 4PM 
October 16 to November 10 

Tuesday to Friday 9AM to 2PM 
November 13 to December 22

(Closed January and February)

Single tickets will be available starting 
March 1, 2018

Visit us at 296 Fielden Ave. Port Colborne 
or call 905.834.0833

THE BIRDS AND THE BEES 
COMEDY by Mark Crawford
Sarah, a turkey farmer, has left her husband and moved back home 
to live with her mom Gail. Gail, a beekeeper, is trying to figure out 
why her honeybees are dropping dead. Then there’s Earl, Gail’s 
neighbour, farm tenant, and ladies man. And finally, Ben-an athletic 
Masters student studying the collapsing bee colonies-who is about 
to get a big lesson in pollination. These four characters tackle sex, 
love, science and family in this laugh-out-loud comedy filled with 
brains and a huge, honeyed heart.

SCREWBALL COMEDY 
NEW COMEDY by Norm Foster
Set in 1938, Mary Hayes is a budding reporter trying to break into 
the male dominated newspaper world. Editor-In-Chief Bosco sets 
a competition between his star reporter Jeff Kincaid and Mary to 
cover a society wedding. If Jeff writes up to snuff, he gets to keep 
his job. If Mary wins, she gets to replace him. Full of snappy period 
dialogue reminiscent of the best cinematic screwball comedies, this 
new play sparkles with humour and packs a punch.

STAGE FRIGHT 
NEW COMEDY by Robin Hawdon
In a luxury Riviera hotel, the body of a beautiful film star is found. 
A hooded jewel thief discovers her. A man bursts in and assumes 
the thief is the murderer. The film star wakes from her blackout and 
assumes another story. The hotel manager arrives and attempts to 
make sense of it all. A huge film premiere is looming, a diamond  
necklace has gone missing, scandalous affairs are about to hit the 
headlines and everyone appears to be trying to murder someone.

FAIR AND SQUARE 
COMEDY by Derek Ritschel
The problem with relationships is that other people are involved. 
With the best of intentions, Sadie and Dennis buy a house with 
friends, Penny and Earl. Their goal: to flip the house and make 
a profit. Over a single weekend hidden truths and secrets about 
the close friends come to the surface and could change their lives 
forever. With honesty and humour, our two couples try to rebuild a 
beautiful home together and restore their relationships.

EDUCATING RITA 
COMEDY by Willy Russell
Frank is an English tutor in his fifties whose disillusioned outlook 
on life drives him to drink and bury himself in his books. Enter Rita, 
a forthright 26 year-old hairdresser eager to learn. After weeks 
of coaxing, Rita slowly wins over the very hesitant Frank with her 
innate insight and refusal to accept no for an answer. Their  
relationship as teacher and student blossoms, giving Frank a new 
sense of self and Rita the knowledge she craves.

2018 Main Season

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

20  21  m 22   e  23   e 24   m

27   m  28  m/e 29   e 30   e 

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

26  27  m 28   e  29   e 30   m

  3   m    4  m/e   5   e   6   e 

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

29  30  m 31   e  1   e 2   m

  5  m    6  m/e   7   e 8   e 
m 
e   Opening

m 
e   Opening

m 
e   Opening

JUNE 20 - JUNE 30

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

18  19  m 20   e  21   e 22   m

25   m  26  m/e 27   e 28   e 

m 
e   Opening

JULY 18 - JULY 28

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

  8    9  m 10   e  11   e 12   m

15   m  16  m/e 17   e 18   e 

m 
e   Opening

AUGUST 8 - AUGUST 18

SEPTEMBER 26 - OCTOBER 6

AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 8

m=Matinee 2:00pm | e =Evening 8:00pm

SHOWBOAT FESTIVAL THEATRE 2018 SEASON
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VOLUNTEERING IS GOOD FOR 
YOU! – SURPRISING BENEFITS
1	 Increase	your	self-confidence

–Feel useful and feel good about yourself

2 Feel a sense of accomplishment
–Make a difference and impact on your cause 
or project

3 Make new friendships
–Share common interests and expand your 
network

4 Learn new skills
–Gain experience in a new field or interest

5 Have fun!
–Enjoy helping, feel fulfilled and challenged.

6 Set a good example
–Show your interest and enthusiasm with 
younger generation – be passionate & 
positive

7 Advance your career
–Demonstrate your valuable job skills, lead by 
example and promote your brand

We have lots of opportunities to volunteer!  
This fall we are looking for volunteers to:

A Help decorate for Christmas in the mansion 
(tentative date November 9 or 10th)

B Bake Sale – We need some of your yummy 
baked goods for the Christmas Market

C Christmas Market – There are a number of 
positions including Greeter, Luncheon Assistant, 
Bake Sales, Runners, Set up assistants

D Winter and Spring – we will be planning more 
events and of course looking for gardeners of all 
ages!

E Board Members – we are seeking an 
enthusiastic member with event planning, 
development and promotion skills.

Please contact us by email at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Arlene Lessard

FoRC Secretary
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THE FoRC BOARD 2017
Laurie Pye 
Chair
Arlene Lessard 
Secretary
Pat Bowman 
Treasurer
Glenda Buck 
Capital Campaign Lead
Carole Brisley 
Newsletter & History
Heather Fenton (Finlayson) 
Graphic Design & Social Media
Paul Tyson
Christine Kiernander
Pam Koudijs

IN MEMORIAM

W

e were saddened to hear of the passing of Janet Hogan on October 6, 2017. Janet and 
her husband, John, were generous donors to our Capital Campaign and sponsors of 
our Evening at Roselawn Art Auction in April of this year. We were looking forward to 

welcoming Janet as a member of the FORC board and know that she would have been a valuable 
addition to our group. She was much loved by all who knew her. We send our condolences to John 
and the members of Janet’s family and friends.

WITH THANKS

M

uch love to our dear friend and 
supporter, Gail Todd. All good 
wishes to you on your retirement! 

We will miss you at Something Else. With 
sincere appreciation for your invaluable 
contributions to our Evening at Roselawn Art 
Auctions!

Thanks also to Judith Boroniec for serving 
many years on our Board and for your 
valuable contributions as Membership Chair. 
We wish you continued success with your 
exceptional B&B, Talwood Manor! We will 
miss you.
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AT LAST!!
by Carole Brisley

A

s we begin the long-awaited restoration 
of our “Second Empire” mansion, it seems 
appropriate to look at the architectural 

features of the building which has been an 
elegant landmark since the 1860s. Our Roselawn!

The term “Second Empire” actually refers to 
a period in French history. The first empire of 
Napoleon Bonaparte had collapsed in 1815 and 
the monarchy was restored until a coup d’etat 
in 1852 placed Napoleon’s nephew, Louis, in 
power as Napoleon III. This Second Empire was a 
glittering and licentious time!

Emperor Louis Napoleon III undertook an 
ambitious reconstruction of Paris . Thousands of 
workers tore down hundreds of old buildings and 
displaced people were moved to the outskirts 
to make way for grand boulevards, squares and 
gardens. Buildings along the new avenues, well-
known to tourists of today, were required to be 
the same height and style and were faced with 
cream-coloured stone. 

The Second Empire style quickly spread 
throughout Europe and soon crossed the 
Atlantic. At its peak of popularity in North 
America (roughly 1855 – 1885 ) the style was 
considered both fashionable and a contemporary 
statement of modernity. Often used in public 
buildings, it was meant to exude character and 
a sense of permanence. Residences designed in 
this style were therefore generally large and built 
for the affluent homeowner.

What are the defining elements of Second 
Empire architecture?

One constant of the style is the mansard roof, 
named (with a slight spelling change) for the 17th 
Century architect, Francois Mansart (1598 – 1623) 
who made extensive use of the style in buildings 
such as the Louvre. This type of roof has a steep 
pitch on four sides and is punctuated with 
dormer windows thus creating more habitable 
space on the inside. The style was revived 

during the Second Empire and found new life 
by creating the fashionable garrets beloved by 
painters, poets and romantics.

Towers, round-topped windows and bays are 
common.

Similarities between Second Empire and 
Italianate architecture are found in their 
overhanging eaves with decorative brackets

Entrances are typically elevated above grade 
with several steps up to double or extra wide 
doors. Porches are small. Ours is missing – but 
old pictures show the original with substantial 
wooden posts and decorative molding under the 
eaves.

Other features of the style at Roselawn include 
the beautiful ornate plaster work in the double 
parlour, the etched glass in the main entrance 
door, and the marble around the fireplace which 
was brought from Italy by L.G. Carter on one of 
his business trips.

The buff colour of the brick is typical of the style 
but unusual for Port Colborne.

In short, our Roselawn is an architectural and 
historic treasure here in Port Colborne and well 
worth all the time and effort spent to fund its 
restoration!
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SOUNDSCAPE PLAYS IT AGAIN 
by Pat Bowman

W

hile sipping a delightful wine at the 
Canadian Author Series readings, you 
are at same time being entertained 

by the local band called Soundscape. Established 
in 1994 they were known as ‘ Viva Mandolina’, a 
five piece instrumental group. Originally a band 
that played mostly at weddings, anniversaries 
and birthday celebrations their bookings have 
grown to include numerous events some of 
which include Port Colborne’s Art Crawl, and the 
Port Colborne Volunteer Appreciation Banquet.

The band changed its name to ‘Soundscape’ 
in 2003 to better suit the wide spectrum of 
music played. They have been the instrumental 

“House Band” for the 
Readings at Roselawn 
since September 
2000. “We’re like 
the wallpaper,” says 
Julian Hlywka, the 
band’s accordion 
player, “we’ve been 
around that long.” 
“We enjoy playing the 
type of background 

music where people can have their wine and 
cheese and don’t have to shout.”

The other members of the band are Julian’s wife 
Carole who plays the mandolin, Nick D’Orazio 
on bass, and their newest member (from Port 
Colborne) Wayne Labatt on guitar. Wayne 
is filling in for longtime band member Mario 
Minnervini who has decided to focus a bit more 
time on his retirement.

Julian does all the arrangements for the group. 
“I arrange for all the instruments and I like to 
feature the mandolin since it is rather unique.” 
Not a lot of bands have a mandolin which is a 
stringed musical instrument from the lute family. 
Some mandolins have between 10 or 12 strings 
but the most common have 8 strings which are 
tuned in unison.

“We gear our music to whatever people 
request.” Whether it is three hours of Italian 
music for the local Italian Fest, Latin music for 
the caterer that specializes in Mexican food 
or Slovak music for the popular Niagara Folk 
Arts Festival, Soundscape is the band that 
can change their repertoire on a dime. Julian 
recounted how the band was all set to play for 
Lookout Ridge, a seniors residence in Fonthill 
with the traditional “oldies but goodies” playlist 
and at the last moment was informed that the 
theme had changed to Country Western. Not 
a problem for Soundscape. Julian is constantly 
arranging for different music formats. With 
a repertoire of over 400 songs the band will 
play anything from the Big Band music, like 
Moonlight Serenade all the way to something 
classical by Mozart. “That’s our challenge, says 
Julian “to play anything and to keep it pleasant 
and interesting.”

When I asked Julian what is the best part about 
playing at Roselawn he said its the people that 
attend. “People will come up to us with a smile 
on their face and say I like what you did with 
that song that you played. It is the pleasure of 
satisfying somebody. The smile on their face 
is priceless. When we play, people will get up 
and dance and when we are packing up our 
equipment getting ready to leave the building 
the people want to talk to us and tell us how 
much the music brings back special memories. 
The era in which we play most of our music, now 
that was a good era,” says Julian. “One of the 
things I like to leave the people with after our 
performances is having a tune running in  
their head.”

And we’re sure their tunes will stay with us for a 
long time to come. Thank you Julian and to the 
band Soundscape.

Soundscape (2017) Photo courtesy of Jeff Balin

Viva Mandolina 
with the cast 
of Blythe Spirit 
(2001)
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P

lease consider supporting the restoration and development of the Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts by becoming a Member of FoRC. More information about the membership, and other 
ways to support FoRC can be found on the back page.

MEMBER BENEFITS
Card-carrying members of The Friends 
of Roselawn Centre receive the 
following great benefits from our local 
business partners:

Eh Amigos Cantina 
10% off entrees with beverages

Boggio Pharmacy 
15% off first Tuesday, 15% off last 
Wednesday

Canalside Pub & Eatery 
10% off all food orders

JB Fashions 
Pays the HST on purchases

Lemayzzz Meats 
One Bacon Bomb of your choice with 
any $20 (pre-tax) purchase

Maple Meadows Farm & Event Centre 
10% off “Cut Your Own” flowers

Port Paint and Paper 
10% off paint, not applicable with other 
discounts

A Raven’s Nest 
10% off store purchases

The Saucy Pot 
10% off all pre-orders

The Smokin’ Buddha 
10% off complete dinner for two

Standard Time 
5% off watch non-luxury watch 
batteries and 10% off Bulova clocks

Treasures on West 
10% off furniture

Download our membership form on our website: 
FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st.

IT’S MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL TIME!

I

t’s that time again. Time to renew 
your annual memberships, as we start 
our “New Year” for the Friends of 

Roselawn Centre.

Don’t forget the many discounts you get for 
local vendors and restaurants!

Just $15 single, $25 couple and $30 family.

You can find the form on our website at 
friendsofroselawncentre.org

OR stop by the Christmas Market on 
Sunday, November 12, from 10am - 3pm and 
we will have it there for you!



Autumn 2017FoRC NEWSLETTER 10

SU
PP

O
R

T 
TH

E 
Fo

R
C BECOME A MEMBER

P

lease join us in supporting the restoration 
and development of the Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, by becoming a Member. Your 

membership dollars directly support the efforts 
of the FoRC.

Card-carrying members receive great benefits 
from our local business partners, including: Eh 
Amigos Cantina, Boggio Pharmacy, Canalside, 
JB Fashions, Lemayzzz Meats, Maple Meadows, 
Port Paint and Paper, A Raven’s Nest, The 
Saucy Pot, Smokin’ Buddha, Standard Time, 
and Treasures on West. For more details, 
visit the membership page on our website, 
FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org.

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st. 

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

VOLUNTEER

W

e are always looking for people who 
are interested in joining our growing 
group of volunteers. There are a 

variety of ways to get involved. 

You may like to help setting up at events, 
working in the gardens, or promoting the 
FoRC. Or you may have a special talent that you 
think we could use. Let us know! Email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

SPONSORSHIP

L

ocal business are invited to support the 
FoRC by offering benefits to our members. 
Can you offer a discount or benefit at your 

establishment, or on the purchase of services 
that your business offers?

Promote your business and support the 
FoRC today! Get in touch with us at: 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn


