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CHAIR CHAT

W

ell hopefully the 
worst of the winter 
weather is behind us 

now and spring will be making 
an early arrival. The board of 
the Friends of Roselawn Centre 
were very happy and excited to 
finally see the restoration of the 
Roselawn heritage home begin. 
Scaffolding was put in place just 
before Christmas with the crew 
beginning work on the exterior south wall and 
the front entrance. As time goes on they will 
then move on to the roof and soffits.

Our “Christmas Market” held last November was 
a huge success and we say kudos to an excellent 
job by Pat Bowman and her many volunteers. 
The manor house was decorated for the season 
and shoppers were treated to an amazing array 
of artisan-made gifts to choose from. A candy 
cane bearing “Reindeer” was even seen passing 
out sweet, red and white striped treats. 

We are now looking forward to our signature 
event, “Evening for Roselawn.” Come join us on 

the 28th of March for a wonderful “Silent Art 
Auction” with local artisans on hand to speak 
about their work. The evening will be emceed by 
our own Gail Todd, with music by Frank Krahn. 
Enjoy a glass of wine and appetizers as well. 
Due to the renovations at Roselawn we will be 
holding this year’s event at Jericho House, 10845 
Rathfon Rd, Port Colborne. 

The manor house will soon have a new lease 
on life and will continue her next chapter as an 
amazing asset to our community for years to 
come. Of course, the majority of the financial 
support has been through the City and the 

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn

Chair Chat 1

Evening for Roselawn 2018 2

Capital Campaign News 4

Christmas Market 5

Name this Tune Fundraiser 6

In the Garden + FoRC News 7

Showboat Festival Theatre 8

Roselawn Renovations 9

Membership 11

Support the FoRC 12

http://FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org
mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/friendsroselawn/
https://twitter.com/friendsroselawn
https://www.instagram.com/friendsroselawn/


Spring 2018FoRC NEWSLETTER 2

Federal Canada 150 grant. Our continued 
commitment to raising funds is succeeding only 
through your continued support as members, 
volunteers, donors and sponsors. We are very 
grateful for everyone’s help to make this vision 
become a reality, for this and future generations 
to come.

It won’t be too long until the weather warms 
up so that you can enjoy a stroll through the 
heritage garden and view the progress as brick 
by brick the work continues. 

Sincere Regards

Laurie Pye

FoRC Chair
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The board of the Friends of Roselawn Centre were very 
happy and excited to finally see the restoration of the 
Roselawn heritage home begin. Scaffolding was put in 

place just before Christmas with the crew beginning 
work on the exterior south wall and the front entrance.

O

ur third annual juried silent art auction 
is coming up at the end of March, just 
in time to celebrate our local artists 

& spring! The Roselawn heritage home is 
currently undergoing restoration of the 
exterior so our event will be held at beautiful 
Jericho House, Rathfon Road, Port Colborne on 
Wednesday March 28 7-10pm.

 We are looking forward to seeing artists from 
our past events along with new ones too 
and this year we have added a Young Artists 
Contest with the winners being invited to 
attend our evening, to show their work and to 
meet other artists.

Our Emcee is a local force celebrated for 
her enthusiasm in all things Port Colborne, 
an entrepreneur & dynamo, Gail Todd. In 
addition we have Frank Krahn professional 
pianist, caricaturist Caroline Sherwood and live 
painting by Megan Bennett.

So please come out and bid on great art, enjoy 
appetizers, a glass of wine and enter our free 
gift draws.

Our team is looking forward to seeing you!

Laurie Pye - Artist & Emcee Event Lead

Pat Bowman - Treasurer & Master Gardener

Glenda Buck - Capital Campaign Lead

Carole Brisley - Historian & Artist

Heather Fenton - Graphic Designer

Arlene Lessard - Secretary & Event Lead

For more information, email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Call the Roselawn Box Office today to reserve 
your tickets 905.834.7572!

Arlene Lessard

FoRC Secretary + Event Lead

GEARING UP FOR OUR ANNUAL GALA 
EVENING FOR ROSELAWN 2018

mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR 
EVENING FOR ROSELAWN
Wednesday, March 28, 2018

C

alling all volunteers! Our popular 
annual FoRC fundraiser, a gala 
evening event held offsite this year 

at Jericho House, 10845 Rathfon Rd, with 
silent auction of the works of local artists, 
will be held in March 2018. 

We’re looking for volunteers to help out. 
We’ll need some help in the weeks leading 
up to the event, and for the set up of the 
event on the day before (March 27th), 
during the event itself and for the clean up 
on the following day (March 29th). 

If you’d like to get involved, and help 
support the growth of arts & culture in 
Port Colborne, get in touch with us by 
emailing: friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Pianist Frank Krahn will also be returning for his third year 
playing the Evening for Roselawn. We are looking forward 

to hearing his exciting and eclectic repertorie. 

Gail Todd will be our Emcee at this year’s Gala Evening 
for Roselawn. Gail is a long-time promoter of arts 

& culture in Port Colborne — owner of the recently 
retired Something Else Port Colborne and a founding 

member of Friends of Roselawn Centre.

This year we have added a Young Artists Contest with the 
winners invited to attend our evening, to show their work 

and to meet our local artists.

mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
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ello Friends of Roselawn Centre! 
Lots of great things are happening at 
Roselawn. As you know construction 

is well underway...so exciting to see! Phase 1 of 
the restoration includes replacing the asphalt 
shingle roofing on the tower and mansard 
roof, replacing the built-in concealed gutters 
and downspouts, installing new prefinished 
steel caps on the chimneys along with scraping 
and painting of all exterior woodwork. Primary 
windows will be sealed shut and caulked while 
storm windows will be restored. The doors will 
be restored as well and the west bay window 
on the south side is being rebuilt. Severely 
damaged bricks will also be replaced and the 
stone walls at the front steps will be restored. 
Phase 1 is to be completed early Spring.

Our beautiful Roselawn mansion is going to 
look amazing and your generous donations 
have helped to make this dream a reality. 

FoRC is diligently continuing our fundraising 
efforts with the goal of maintaining the 
$140,000 Canada 150 Grant so that all funding 
is available to complete the above repairs. We 
had a wonderful time and raised $300.00 at our 
“Paint Night” with local artist Megan Bennett 
of Peace of Heart. Our “Name This Tune” 
event by Sean McCart and hosted by Greg & 
Rosemari Poisson at The Canalside was tons 
of fun and raised an additional $540.00. We 
are all very excited about our upcoming major 
fundraiser: Evening For Roselawn to be hosted 
at Jericho Place on Wednesday, March 28th. 
Don’t miss this gala event celebrating the arts 
in Niagara featuring a Juried Silent Art Auction. 
Be sure to mark your calendars and get your 
tickets because once again, we have a beautiful 
evening in store for you! 

To-date, we have raised $45,035 leaving $4,965 
left to go before our deadline of March 31st. So 
close and yet so far! The Evening for Roselawn 
will help us reach our $50,000 goal but with the 
deadline being so close, we continue to rely 
on additional donations and are very grateful 
for your continued support. You have all been 
such generous and supportive members of 
the Friends of Roselawn Centre for which we 

extend our heartfelt thanks. Please continue to 
support this worthwhile cause. 

Now that we have officially obtained our 
charitable status you can make your cheque 
payable to The Friends of Roselawn Centre. 
Please note on your cheque that the donation 
is for the Capital Campaign Endowment 
Fund and permission to publish your name or 
company name. Then mail to Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, 296 Fielden Ave., Port Colborne, 
ON L3K 4T6. You can also call or visit Terry at 
Roselawn 905-834-7572. We accept cash, credit 
or debit.

For further information on this campaign, email 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Many thanks in advance for your contribution!

Glenda Buck

Capital Campaign Lead
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Our Goal

Raised in Year 1:

mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
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his past November 12th holiday shoppers 
decided to forgo online shopping and 
spend their time perusing the vendors 

that were featured at the annual Roselawn 
Christmas Market.

There were 30 vendors spread throughout the 
centre, between the mansion, the theatre and 
the other lounge areas. About a quarter of the 
vendors were new to the event. 

Freshly made soup and scones were prepared 
by chef Lou Caetano and served by our local 
student volunteers. Home made goodies at 
the bake sale area were very popular with 
the crowd. Prancer the reindeer kept the 
participants entertained as he mingled with the 
visitors and handed out candy canes.

A few impromptu tours of the mansion were 
given to curious visitors inquiring about the 
history of the centre. Money raised from the 
event directly supports FoRC’s endeavours to 
help deliver arts and culture initiatives and the 
organizations overhead expenses. 

Thanks again to all that participated and to all 
our wonderful volunteers!

Pat Bowman

FoRC Treasurer

Winner of the hand-made dollhouse door prize 
was Jan Taylor from Port Colborne.

Winner of the pet food door prize was Ruth 
Bruyns from Crystal Beach. Her grandson is 

pictured here collecting the prize from Prancer.
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n Friday, February 23 Greg and Rosemari Poisson 
hosted “Name This Tune” with Emcee Sean 
McCart at their Canalside Inn and Restaurant on 

West Street in support of the Friends of Roselawn Capital 
Campaign.

The restaurant is located next door to the building which 
started life as our Mr L G Carter’s Emporium and now 
houses the Canalside Kitchen Store.

Greg and Rosemari opened the restaurant in 2007, 
and over the years have been supporters of the Arts 
in Port Colborne, notably as sponsors of Showboat 
Festival Theatre for the past four years. They believe 
that business and the Arts should support one another 
for the benefit of 
everyone.

The evening was 
a great success, 
attended by 
a large and 
exuberant crowd, 
and $540 was 
raised for our 
Capital Campaign!

Thank you!

Carole Brisley

FoRC Newsletter  
+ History
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inter’s thick blanket 
of snow over the 
Roselawn garden 

brings about a sense of 
tranquility. The world seems 
quieter. 

This dormant season allows one 
to see the underlying structure 
of the garden and the parts that 
are kept hidden in the summer. 
When the leaves are gone 
branching patterns of deciduous 
trees like those of the large 
black walnut and the beech tree 
become apparent. The conifers 
provide shape and substance. 
Their green needles put more 
energy into sugar and essential 
oils this time of year which 
makes them more fragrant. The 
evergreens also provide nice 
habitat for birds.

A winter garden is never boring. 
You just have to sit back, 
breathe in the fresh air and 
observe, quietly.

Pat Bowman

Master Gardener + FoRC 
Treasurer

CHARITABLE STATUS 
ATTAINED!

W

e are pleased to announce that 
The Friends of Roselawn Centre is 
now a registered charity in Canada 

(#82481 4370 RR0001). This allows our 
organization to issue tax receipts.

A big thanks to all our FoRC members and to 
the Board for supporting this application and 
to all our partners in the community for their 
ongoing support and enthusiasm. 

We are in the process of setting up a link for 
online donations and a notification will be 
made once the link has been finalized.

If you would like to make a donation to The 
Friends of Roselawn Centre you can mail your 
cheque to: The Friends of Roselawn Centre, 
296 Fielden Avenue, Port Colborne, Ontario 
L3K 4T6 Attn: Treasurer. Be sure to include 
your contact information and residential 
address for tax receipt purposes.

Pat Bowman

FoRC Treasurer
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THEATRE UPGRADES

Showboat’s Artistic and Technical Directors are installing a 
brand new state of the art lighting board (ETC Element) along 
with upgrading the cyc lighting and clear comm.

English you ask?? Well, ‘cyc lights’ are the lights on the back wall 
that help to create day or night effects and ‘clear comm’ are 
headsets Stage Managers use to communicate during the show. 
This new equipment is valued at $8,000.

Artistic Director Derek Ritschel shown here with new equipment

THE BIRDS AND THE BEES 
COMEDY by Mark Crawford
Sarah, a turkey farmer, has left her husband and moved back home 
to live with her mom Gail. Gail, a beekeeper, is trying to figure out 
why her honeybees are dropping dead. Then there’s Earl, Gail’s 
neighbour, farm tenant, and ladies man. And finally, Ben-an athletic 
Masters student studying the collapsing bee colonies-who is about 
to get a big lesson in pollination. These four characters tackle sex, 
love, science and family in this laugh-out-loud comedy filled with 
brains and a huge, honeyed heart.

SCREWBALL COMEDY 
NEW COMEDY by Norm Foster
Set in 1938, Mary Hayes is a budding reporter trying to break into 
the male dominated newspaper world. Editor-In-Chief Bosco sets 
a competition between his star reporter Jeff Kincaid and Mary to 
cover a society wedding. If Jeff writes up to snuff, he gets to keep 
his job. If Mary wins, she gets to replace him. Full of snappy period 
dialogue reminiscent of the best cinematic screwball comedies, this 
new play sparkles with humour and packs a punch.

STAGE FRIGHT 
NEW COMEDY by Robin Hawdon
In a luxury Riviera hotel, the body of a beautiful film star is found. 
A hooded jewel thief discovers her. A man bursts in and assumes 
the thief is the murderer. The film star wakes from her blackout and 
assumes another story. The hotel manager arrives and attempts to 
make sense of it all. A huge film premiere is looming, a diamond  
necklace has gone missing, scandalous affairs are about to hit the 
headlines and everyone appears to be trying to murder someone.

FAIR AND SQUARE 
COMEDY by Derek Ritschel
The problem with relationships is that other people are involved. 
With the best of intentions, Sadie and Dennis buy a house with 
friends, Penny and Earl. Their goal: to flip the house and make 
a profit. Over a single weekend hidden truths and secrets about 
the close friends come to the surface and could change their lives 
forever. With honesty and humour, our two couples try to rebuild a 
beautiful home together and restore their relationships.

EDUCATING RITA 
COMEDY by Willy Russell
Frank is an English tutor in his fifties whose disillusioned outlook 
on life drives him to drink and bury himself in his books. Enter Rita, 
a forthright 26 year-old hairdresser eager to learn. After weeks 
of coaxing, Rita slowly wins over the very hesitant Frank with her 
innate insight and refusal to accept no for an answer. Their  
relationship as teacher and student blossoms, giving Frank a new 
sense of self and Rita the knowledge she craves.

2018 Main Season

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

20  21  m 22   e  23   e 24   m

27   m  28  m/e 29   e 30   e 

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

26  27  m 28   e  29   e 30   m

  3   m    4  m/e   5   e   6   e 

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

29  30  m 31   e  1   e 2   m

  5  m    6  m/e   7   e 8   e 
m 
e   Opening

m 
e   Opening

m 
e   Opening

JUNE 20 - JUNE 30

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

18  19  m 20   e  21   e 22   m

25   m  26  m/e 27   e 28   e 

m 
e   Opening

JULY 18 - JULY 28

Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun. 

  8    9  m 10   e  11   e 12   m

15   m  16  m/e 17   e 18   e 

m 
e   Opening

AUGUST 8 - AUGUST 18

SEPTEMBER 26 - OCTOBER 6

AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 8

m=Matinee 2:00pm | e =Evening 8:00pm

SHOWBOAT FESTIVAL THEATRE 2018 SEASON

TICKETS
SHOWBOAT BOX OFFICE 905.834.0833

2018 Single tickets available March 1
Regular $32
Student (21 and under ) $25
Groups (20 or more) $25

Subscriptions
Five shows $130
Any four shows $112
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
by Pat Bowman

O

n a foggy February morning, wearing 
steel-toed boots and my bright yellow 
hard hat, I ventured to the Roselawn 

construction site to interview the project team. 
I met with Jim Huppunen and Steve Shypowskyj 
from the City’s Engineering Department along 
with Dave Maloney, who is the project’s lead 
supervisor from King Contractors of Niagara Ltd. 

Walking around the high scaffolding structure 
bracing the south side of the mansion Dave 
mentioned that on a given day there could be 
a number of different ‘subtrades’ working at 
the site depending on the schedule and the 
weather. This winter season has proven to be 
quite challenging with the frigid temperatures. 
Portable heating units have been placed under 
the scaffolded sections. 

“The heaters are needed to bring the 
temperatures up to a reasonable level for the 
masonry work, painting, gluing or anything that 
is temperature sensitive,” Dave pointed out. 

On days when the temperature cannot be 
adequately reached the outside crew works on 
removing parts of the building that are beyond 
repair and slated for demolition.

Jim noted that the project follows historical 
building guidelines and at the same time uses 
approved materials that will help make the build 
more durable.

Entering the area that encloses the front 
entrance was quite a surprise to behold. 
The original stonework that surrounded the 
old staircase along with the stonecaps had 
been removed along with the front door. The 
stone will be reused and reconfigured with 
handrailings.

The front door is being carefully refurbished 
keeping the antique glass intact. Originally 
thought to be constructed from mahogany 
it was a complete surprise to learn that it is 
actually made of walnut. 

The outdoor lighting sconces are also being 
retrofitted. 

Dave said that the new entrance will be a focal 
point of the mansion noting that, “this will be 
the spot for that special event picture.”

I noticed that the lights on the third floor of the 
mansion were on and there was some activity 
happening up there. 

“That’s where we are doing onsite carpentry,” 
Dave remarked. 

One of the carpenters I spoke to who was 
working on that floor said that he enjoys jobs 
such as this as they pose a challenge to his 
carpentry skills. 

“Its not your typical run-of-the-mill housing 
project that’s for sure.” 

Dave marveled at the artistic wooden corbels 
and dentals that adorn the rim of the building. 
These items will be sanded and reworked. 
Crowland Sash and Window, the same 
company that revamped the windows for the 

Roselawn renovations project team, from left to right: 
Jim Huppunen, Dave Maloney, Steve Shypowskyj
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restoring the window frames.

I asked how the team will be addressing the leaky 
roof. The Roselawn mansion has what is known 
as an “invisible” gutter system, a defining part of 
the mansion’s original historic character. 

This hidden roof drainage system, one of the 
most complicated systems of the building’s 
envelope, has deteriorated over the years. 
Because the system is integrated into the 
structure “it has been effectively ‘raining’ inside 
of the building” states Dave. This can been 
seen by the extent of the water damage on the 
ceilings of the third floor. 

The refurbishment of the drainage system 
will incorporate a water proof lining that will 
keep the rain from flowing inside the building. 
Dave then showed us a sample of the new 
environmentally friendly rubber roofing material 
that will replace the current shingles. The 
heritage slate design will be a soft slate grey that 
will compliment the yellow brickwork. 

This new roofing material design ‘locks together.’ 
“It is rated for hurricanes,” Dave remarked.

Climbing up the southern side of the scaffolding 
Dave explained that everything is braced for 
support, even the interior window wells. Dave 
showed us the brickwork in the window well 
areas that need to be repaired. 

Behind the yellow brick veneer are three layers 
of red brick Dave explained. The final inside layer 
of brick is attached to wood on the inside of the 
building. I pointed to the pile of old bricks that 
had numbers written on their ends. “It’s a giant 
puzzle,” said Dave and, “we’re going to piece it 
back together.” The new brick that will adorn the 
window arches is being sourced from the United 
Kingdom that specializes in vintage brick design. 

“It’s going to look pretty spectacular once 
its completed,” said Steve. “And with the 
improvements on the exterior shell being 
completed the entire project will help extend the 
mansion for years to come,” Jim remarked.

“It helps to have good bones, very good bones,” 
said Dave. 

Yes it does.



Spring 2018FoRC NEWSLETTER 11

M
EM

B
ER

SH
IP WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER

P

lease consider supporting the restoration and development of the Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts by becoming a Member of FoRC. More information about the membership, and other 
ways to support FoRC can be found on the back page.

MEMBER BENEFITS
Card-carrying members of The Friends 
of Roselawn Centre receive the 
following great benefits from our local 
business partners:

Eh Amigos Cantina 
10% off entrees with beverages

Boggio Pharmacy 
15% off first Tuesday, 15% off last 
Wednesday

Canalside Pub & Eatery 
10% off all food orders

JB Fashions 
Pays the HST on purchases

Lemayzzz Meats 
One Bacon Bomb of your choice with 
any $20 (pre-tax) purchase

Maple Meadows Farm & Event Centre 
10% off “Cut Your Own” flowers

Port Paint and Paper 
10% off paint, not applicable with other 
discounts

A Raven’s Nest 
10% off store purchases

The Saucy Pot 
10% off all pre-orders

The Smokin’ Buddha 
10% off complete dinner for two

Standard Time 
5% off watch non-luxury watch 
batteries and 10% off Bulova clocks

Treasures on West 
10% off furniture

Download our membership form on our website: 
FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st.

THE FoRC BOARD 2018
Laurie Pye 
Chair

Arlene Lessard 
Secretary

Pat Bowman 
Treasurer

Glenda Buck 
Capital Campaign Lead

Carole Brisley 
Newsletter & History

Heather Fenton (Finlayson) 
Graphic Design & Social Media

Paul Tyson

Pam Koudijs

http://friendsofroselawncentre.org
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P

lease join us in supporting the restoration 
and development of the Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, by becoming a Member. Your 

membership dollars directly support the efforts 
of the FoRC.

Card-carrying members receive great benefits 
from our local business partners, including: Eh 
Amigos Cantina, Boggio Pharmacy, Canalside, 
JB Fashions, Lemayzzz Meats, Maple Meadows, 
Port Paint and Paper, A Raven’s Nest, The 
Saucy Pot, Smokin’ Buddha, Standard Time, 
and Treasures on West. For more details, 
visit the membership page on our website, 
FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org.

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st. 

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

VOLUNTEER

W

e are always looking for people who 
are interested in joining our growing 
group of volunteers. There are a 

variety of ways to get involved. 

You may like to help setting up at events, 
working in the gardens, or promoting the 
FoRC. Or you may have a special talent that you 
think we could use. Let us know! Email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

SPONSORSHIP

L

ocal business are invited to support the 
FoRC by offering benefits to our members. 
Can you offer a discount or benefit at your 

establishment, or on the purchase of services 
that your business offers?

Promote your business and support the 
FoRC today! Get in touch with us at: 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn
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