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CHAIR CHAT

I

t’s been a very good year. 
Not sure about the grapes 
and wine, but it has been 

for the Friends of Roselawn 
Centre and our supporters.

From the Christmas Market and 
Christmas decorating last year 
to our most recent “Getaway” 
Silent Bid Auction, we have 
received a great response from 
the local community in capital 
campaign donors, sponsors, memberships and 
many volunteer hours.

Last year’s Christmas Market was better than 
ever, with outstanding crafts and gifts made 
by local artisans, yummy baked goods, tasty 
luncheons and relaxing music, organized by our 
Treasurer, Pat Bowman. Pat also worked hard to 
get our Charitable Status in January 2018.

January 27 was Paint Night run by Glenda Buck, 
our Capital Campaign Chairman and services 
were donated by artist Megan Bennett. Another 
fun night! Glenda also arranged a “Name 
This Tune” evening at Canalside Restaurant 

hosted by owner, Greg Poisson. Many great 
participating teams made for a very enjoyable 
evening out!

In March, Jericho House opened their doors 
to our 3rd Annual Juried Silent Art Auction. 
The artists brought their exquisite and creative 
art pieces, providing a sense of energy and 
excitement as our patrons enjoyed the auction. 
Gail Todd was our Emcee extraordinaire and the 
artists and student contest organizer. Laurie Pye 
did an outstanding job with the auction portion 
of the evening while Frank Krahn entertained 
everyone on the keys and yummy appetizers 
were served.
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And very importantly, we met our pledge  
of raising $50,000! Our fundraising total  
was combined with the City of Port Colborne’s 
pledge to meet the Federal Canada 150  
grant requirements.

Gail Todd, founding Friends of Roselawn 
member, arranged an “After 5” shopping event 
at The Post Office , owned by Shannon Passero, 
where we enjoyed shopping and sipping. A 
percentage was given to our FoRC charity. 

Our AGM welcomed new and old members in 
May and the Board also met to determine our 
strategic planning for the next several years.

We were invited in July to attend the Wise Guys 
Charity Golf Tourney and provide information to 
the golfers as they passed our station at the 9th 
hole. Thanks to Gail and Glenda for being there!

And the most exciting and memorable event 
was on July 24 with the official Unveiling of 
the Roselawn Heritage Home! Our many years’ 
work towards this fabulous outcome  
was achieved!

Wrapping up this summer’s events was our 
“Getaway at Fallsview Casino” where Glenda 
promoted a silent bid for a great one-night 
vacation and exquisite dining. Thanks to Carole 
Brisley for sharing the Showboat tent in  
the market.

We would like to thank Laurie Pye for all of her 
educational and professional insights and sage 
advice during her term as Chair. She provided 
many great ideas and offered her accomplished 
skills while guiding us through the last several 
years. 

So, after we enjoy the summer interlude, we 
will be back on track for what is to come next!! 
Please stay tuned!

Sincere Regards

Arlene Lessard

Chair 
Friends of Roselawn Centre

WE DID IT!!!

by Carole Brisley

O

n Wednesday, March 28 we held our 
popular annual fundraiser, a gala Art 
Auction. This was our last opportunity 

to reach our $50,000 goal by the deadline. 
The daunting task of planning the event in a 
new location fell to our intrepid Event Lead, 
Arlene Lessard who carried things off with her 
impeccable attention to detail and style. On 
behalf of the Board and all of our volunteers, 
I would like to thank her for making this a 
memorable and successful evening ! The 
following is her report on the event:

‘EVENING FOR ROSELAWN’ 
ART AUCTION 2018

M

any artists and supporters were drawn 
to our wonderful annual Friends of 
Roselawn Centre Juried Silent Art 

Auction in March of this year.

Although we have previously held our annual 
gala at the Roselawn Centre itself, this year the 
restoration work on the exterior mansion made 
hosting it at the Centre impossible. We were 
pleased that Jacquie and Bill at Jericho House, 
Rathfon Road, Port Colborne, opened their 
doors to us. It was an ideal venue for our event. 

We are pleased to say that through the positive 
backing of our volunteers, sponsors and donors, 
we have met our Capital Campaign pledge 
of $50,000, which will be used for Roselawn 
renovations in conjunction with the monies 
from the City of Port Colborne and the Canada 
150 Federal grant.

Thanks to our committed volunteers who 
assisted us in organizing the gala, from 
registration to serving appetizers. We would 
also like to thank Jacquie and Bill at Jericho 
House, Gail Todd our dynamic Master of 
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Ceremonies, Laurie Pye, who assisted Gail and 
helped with the event in many other capacities 
too. Thanks also to Frank Krahn who delighted 
us on the piano again this year, Megan Bennett 
who entertained us with a live painting 
demonstration, and Caroline’s Caricatures, 
always a crowd favourite.

Thank you to all of our wonderful South Niagara 
artists who submitted and auctioned their work. 
What an incredible community of talent we 
have! We would also like to thank David Drum, 
Port Colborne Art Club and Casino Niagara 
for donating items to the silent auction. And a 
big thanks also to the young artists from Port 
Colborne and Wainfleet who participated in our 
first ever Young Artists Contest this year.

Thank you also to local businesses who donated 
amazing door prizes including Showboat 
Theatre, Whisky Run Golf Club, Tuck Jewellers, 
The Smokin’ Buddha, Maple Meadows Farm 
& Event Centre, Arbonne, Reif Estate Winery, 
Arlie’s Florist & Gift Shop, and the Flying 
Squirrel.

In addition, we thank our sponsors Port 
Colborne Lioness Club, City of Port Colborne, 
Royal Lepage (Cindi Pohonick-Talbot, George 
Emerick & Debbie Cook), Rankin Construction, 
Pinty’s, and Mere Name Design (Heather 
Fenton). They are powerful examples of 
community support.

All of those who donated to our Capital 
Campaign and/or became or renewed 
memberships…thank YOU!

Your support in our local area’s arts’ scene and 
the Roselawn heritage home restoration will 
help to promote our community’s history and 
strengthen it’s connection to South Niagara 
long into the future.

Thank you again to our members, sponsors, 
capital campaign contributors and all who 
support us. With the Phase One Restoration 

complete (see Pat Bowman’s Restoration Report 
on page 11 for more details), your support now 
has a visible and beautiful meaning at Roselawn.

Sincere Regards

Arlene Lessard

Event Lead, ‘Evening for Roselawn’ Juried Silent 
Art Auction
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MARKET

C

ome one, come all to the Friends of Roselawn Centre’s 5th Annual Christmas Market, which 
will be held Sunday, November 18th from 10 am to 3pm.

Every year we strive to bring exciting new vendors who create quality crafted goods and are 
local to the Niagara region. This helps to foster unique cultural occurrences and helps local crafters 
prosper financially. With great door prizes and on-going entertainment, the Market makes for an 
enjoyable day of holiday shopping. 

Plus, remember… it’s free admission!

Applications to be a vendor are available until October 29th. To apply, please email 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com or phone the Roselawn Centre Box Office at 905.834.7572.
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I

t was such a pleasure to be a part of the 
ceremony to unveil our beautiful mansion 
and reveal the long awaited restoration. 

Doesn’t it look wonderful? 

You, as members, have helped to make this 
vision a reality and King Contractors Niagara 
did an excellent job! The unveiling ceremony 
was graciously attended by our Niagara MP 
Vance Badaway, Mayor John Maloney, David 
Lametti, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development (and a Port Colborne native…
how nice for him to see what’s happening in 
his home town), King Contractors Niagara, 
our lovely Board members, city staff and local 
community. Thank you to those who came out 
to celebrate with us. 

We had a wonderful summer promoting our 
Silent Auction for a night away at Fallsview 
Casino with dinner at the award winning  
21 Club and free parking to boot! I met so many 
lovely people! It’s incredible how friendly and 
talkative Port Colborne residents and visitors 
to our beautiful city really are. In the end, we 
had an excellent bid from Peter Tichnovich, so 
he and his lovely wife, Grace, will be enjoying 
their getaway sometime between now and 
March. Well done Pat Bowman in getting this 
donated to us from Fallsview! 

Exciting things are in the works for the 
Autumn. The curtain is being raised on “Act 
Two” for the Friends of Roselawn Centre! Now 
that the outside has been beautifully restored, 
the inside is calling! Everywhere we look we 
see things that need fixing, updating and 
beautifying. 

Working together with the Federal 
government, the City of Port Colborne and our 
local supporters, we will continue our work 
restoring the Roselawn mansion. Your support 
in attending our events is appreciated and your 
donations are always necessary so we can all 
take pride in this endeavor together.

It is with sincere thanks that we say goodbye 
to Judith Boroniec as our past Membership 
Chair. Her passion and diligence in networking 

with the community about the Roselawn 
Centre has left me with an excellent 
membership to build on and grow. Not to 
mention those awesome discounts from our 
local, supportive businesses! There are many 
causes out there and it’s extremely difficult for 
small business to support all of the requests 
they receive in this regard. Well done, Judith, 
in helping local business realize how making 
Roselawn a thriving centre for arts & culture 
can help them in return by attracting visitors 
back to their establishments. We’re all in this 
together! If it weren’t for her diligence, my 
husband Ted and I wouldn’t have known about 
Roselawn, and I would not be experiencing 
the wonderful pleasure of working on this 
excellent Board and meeting you great people.

Having said all that, welcome new members 
and thank you for joining! Enjoy those 
awesome discounts!

Soooo…what’s next? We’re working on it and 
welcome your ideas. 

As always, our sincere gratitude to you 
members for making this all happen!

Glenda Buck

Capital Campaign Lead & Membership Chair

Glenda Buck with Peter Ticknovich - winner of 
Friends of Roselawn Centre’s silent auction for a 

one-night Getaway to Fallsview Casino
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T

he Friends of Roselawn Centre 
(FoRC) were delighted to 
be a part of the City of Port 

Colborne’s official unveiling of phase one 
renovations to the historic mansion at 
the Roselawn Centre, on July 24, 2018. 
Local and regional dignitaries were in 
attendance, including Port Colborne 
Mayor John Maloney, Niagara Centre 
Member of Parliament Vance Badawey, 
and Port Colborne native David Lametti, 
currently MP for LaSalle-Émard-Verdun.

Long-time FoRC volunteer and Chair of 
the Board, Arlene Lessard spoke on the 
Friends’ behalf:

On behalf of the Friends of Roselawn 
Centre, thank you for this invitation to be 
here today. We are pleased to be part of 
this exciting unveiling.

In 2015 our board began our capital 
campaign for the external restoration 
of this heritage house and we pledged 
$50,000 along with the majority of 
support from the City and the Federal 
Canada 150 grant.

We were very happy to have met our goal this 
past March!

We want to thank our capital campaign donors 
who are very supportive of our goals. You made 
the difference! We want to thank our volunteers 
through the FoRC and the City of Port Colborne. 

These volunteers are the ones who make our 
fundraising events so successful.

I would also like to acknowledge our hard-
working volunteer Board of Directors: 

Laurie Pye, Past Chair, Artist & Educator

Pat Bowman, Treasurer & Master Gardener (Pat 
has a great impact on the Roselawn gardens)

The crew of King 
Contractors Niagara: 
Josh Anthony, Dave 

Maloney, Kevin Brown, 
Kevin Tanguay and Ian 
Mackenzie, standing 

in front of the historic 
mansion at the 

Roselawn Centre.
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Carole Brisley, Secretary, Historian & Artist

Glenda Buck, Fundraising & Membership Chair

Heather Fenton, Graphic Design & Social Media

Paul Tyson, Artist & Advisor

We would also like to extend a big thank you to 
Gail Todd. She is one of the founding members 
of FoRC – and she has been a true champion 
of our cause and provided tireless support for 
many of our events.

We also appreciate all of the work and 
assistance that we have received from the 
Roselawn Centre staff, including Terry Shauble, 
Bonnie Schneider, Kate Vance, Jim Hawley, 
Michele Cuthbert and Nicole Halasz.

Throughout the winter and spring, as we’ve 
had our Board meetings here, we have watched 
as the crumbling brick façade, the decayed 
cornices and the leaky ceilings have been 
transformed into this valuable legacy and 
historical treasure. It’s truly incredible and 
beautiful work.

As we were meeting, looking out of the south 
windows, we saw scaffolding go up, work 
boots go across and heard some pretty good 
rock music too. We watched crews up on the 
mansard roof and in cranes working at the 
top. Then we saw the meticulous work and 
restoration begin to reveal itself.

Congratulations and thank you to the City of 
Port Colborne Engineering Department and to 
King Contractors of Niagara. What a fabulous 
job you’ve done!

This is an important milestone for the Roselawn 
Centre, and for our local history and arts and 
culture in our community.

Thank you!

Arlene Lessard

Chair 
Friends of Roselawn Centre

Friends of Roselawn Centre Board Members, Glenda Buck, Carole Brisley, Arlene Lessard 
and Pat Bowman, with visiting dignitaries David Lametti, MP, and Vance Badawey, MP.
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SEXY LAUNDRY 
COMEDY by Michele Riml
After twenty-five years of marriage, the emergence of love  
handles and receding hairlines, Alice and Henry have hit 
a physical plateau. With a copy of Sex for Dummies in 
hand, Alice convinces Henry to a weekend of alone time 
in the hopes of seducing him and unearthing her inner 
vixen. Henry, however, wants to keep things the way they 
are—comfortable and easy. Exploring every fantasy from 
leather to lace, Alice and Henry portray every couple’s 
desire to grow together but maintain individuality.

EARLY AUGUST 
COMEDY by Kate Lynch
The cast of a small town theatre company is feeling the 
usual doldrums of a long summer season and their  
performances are starting to unravel. The company’s stage 
manager, Teddy, expects a slight performance drop off, but 
her cast is heading towards an all out collapse. Backstage, 
Teddy must straighten out their messy love lives, their  
living situations and their looming unemployment  
problems, all while the play goes on around them. No 
matter how bad it gets, one thing is certain ... the show 
must go on!

HURRY HARD 
COMEDY by Kristen DaSilva
When Bill and Sandy’s marriage split up, so did their  
curling team - splintering off into a men’s team and a 
women’s team who begrudgingly share the ice at the 
Stayner Curling Club. Now, a medical emergency has left 
the men’s team short a player the day of the big Regional 
Bonspiel. If they have any hope of beating neighbouring 
Meaford and taking the trophy for Stayner, they’ll have  
to call a cease-fire on the war of the sexes and unite as 
one team. 

PRAIRIE NURSE 
COMEDY by Marie Beath Badian
Two Filipino nurses come to work at a small-town  
Saskatchewan hospital in the late 1960s. Cultural clashes, 
personality differences, homesickness, and the amorous 
but dim-witted goalie from the local hockey team  
complicate the women’s lives. Based on the true story of 
her mother’s immigration to Canada, Badian’s play is part 
romantic comedy, part farce, and part cultural history.

LUNENBURG 
COMEDY by Norm Foster
When Iris Oulette inherits a house that she didn’t  
even know existed, she and her close friend, Natalie 
Whitaker, travel to the town of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia,  
to have a look at her new property. What follows is a 
series of world-changing surprises, heart-warming  
personal transformations, and a fall down funny  
romantic adventure. 
“A comedy that envelopes you in its warmth.” - Stage Door

m=Matinee 2:00pm | e =Evening 8:00pm

Announcing Our 
2019 Playbill

WED.  THURS.  FRI.  SAT. SUN 
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m Preview
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JUNE 12TH - 23RD
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m Preview
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AUGUST 14TH - 25TH

Subscriptions
OPENING  $140

Attend all Opening Nights and enjoy a post 
show party with hor d’oeuvres and bubbly

Opening Night performances only available  
with this subscription. 

PORT SIDE  $135
Attend all 5 productions as a favourite seat or 
flexible subscriber, excluding Opening Nights.

SUBSCRIPTIONS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC OCTOBER 1ST.
*Ticket policies can be found on our website.

SHOWBOAT FESTIVAL THEATRE 2019

S

howboat Festival Theatre is committed to presenting live 
professional theatre in Port Colborne every summer. With 
passion, dedication and inclusion Showboat strives to 

create an affordable, welcoming and entertaining environment 
for all who enjoy live professional theatre. 
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RETIREMENT OF SHOWBOAT’S 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR, 
HELEN WAGENAAR

I

t is with some personal sadness that I am 
announcing the retirement of Showboat’s 
Administrative Director, Helen Wagenaar, 

in November of this year.

In 2013 Helen and Artistic Director Derek 
Ritschel, along with members of the Boards 
of Lighthouse Festival Theatre and Showboat, 
carried out the amalgamation of our two 
theatres. The result has been the extraordinary 
rebirth and success of our theatre which had 
been struggling to continue on its own.

Helen’s expertise and experience, gained over a 
28-year career at Lighthouse in Port Dover, have 
unerringly guided Showboat on its journey. She 
has approached the inevitable challenges with 
patience, skill, diplomacy and humour. She will 
be missed.

“Since 2013 Helen has walked through the 
door of Showboat Festival Theatre with one 
goal in mind - to build something special for 
Port Colborne, build something strong for the 
community and build something that everyone 
can be proud of and call their own. Helen’s years 
at Showboat will have a positive impact on the 
community both socially and economically for 
years to come,” said Derek Ritschel.

Upon Helen’s retirement, Nicole Campbell 
will take over the top administrative position. 
Many of you will recognize Nicole who has 
been a key part of the team and has a thorough 
understanding of the organization’s technical, 
artistic and financial needs. This will ensure a 
smooth transition and continued growth at 
Showboat under Nicole’s leadership.

I know that you will all join me in expressing our 
affection and gratitude to Helen as she moves 
on to the next phase of her life. It has been my 
privilege to work with her and call her my friend.

Carole Brisley

FoRC Secretary, Historian & Artist

CANADIAN AUTHORS SERIES

T

he Canadian Authors Series is one of 
the best venues in Canada for writers to 
showcase their work. From September to 

May, the greats of Canadian literature come to 
Port Colborne. Join us for seven unforgettable 
evenings in 2018-19:

Thursday, Sept. 27, 2018 - Giles Blunt
Thursday, Oct. 25, 2018 - TBA
TUESDAY, Nov. 13 2018 - Dave Williams
Thursday, Feb. 28, 2019 - TBA
Thursday, March 28, 2019 - TBA
Thursday, April 25, 2019 - TBA
Thursday, May 30, 2019 - TBA

Helen Wagenaar and Nicole Campbell
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LEWIS GREEN CARTER
by Carole Brisley

T

he restoration of the exterior of our 
mansion is now complete. With the 
exception of a decorative wooden porch 

over the front entrance which is no longer there, 
Lewis and Mary Carter would certainly recognize 
their lovely home, Rose Lawn, as they knew it 
over the last half of the 19th Century.

We have already met them briefly in previous 
issues of the newsletter. Perhaps it’s time to 
learn more about them and their prominent 
place in Port Colborne history.

Lewis G. Carter married Mary Fielden Scholfield 
on September 16, 1851. Mary was born in 
Upper Canada. Her parents were John and 
Margaret Scholfield of Pelham Township and her 
grandparents were from Lancashire, England. 
Her three brothers, James, John, and Adam 
Scholfield made lasting contributions to  
our village.

L.G. was a merchant. Beginning in 1850, his 
business grew from a small grocery to a general 
store. After moving exclusively into dry goods, 
he built the first brick commercial building on 
West Street. He made buying trips to Europe 
visiting England, Scotland and Wales and brought 
back an extraordinary selection of goods for his 
Emporium. At one time, his business was the 
most important of its kind in the county. His brick 
building still stands today, now the Canalside 
Kitchen Store.

Throughout his life, Mr Carter was heavily 
involved in real estate, purchasing and surveying 
land, developing village lots and building houses. 
His own home, Rose Lawn , was admired and 
considered to be the finest in the area. By 1865, 
the Gazetteer states: Carter, Lewis G. was Justice 
of the Peace, General Merchant, Post Master and 
agent for the American Express Company.

He was a major contributor in 1857 when 
the Union Chapel was built on the north 
side of Charlotte Street. It was free for all 
denominations of Christians. This suited our tiny 
village with its many small and disparate groups 
each wanting a place to worship.

Lewis had made the work of the Baptist Church 
a great part of his life’s mission. The Tribune, 
February 26,1873 reports: “Mr Carter erected 
the superstructure of the Baptist Church in Port 
Colborne at a cost of $4,000 and deeded it to 
the congregation. He has always taken a deep 
interest in morality and religion…and has ever 
shown a generous public spirit.”

This was a time when homeless young men 
who were out of work were usually housed 
overnight in the lock-up at the rear of the Town 
Hall, given a meal and encouraged to leave 
town. The Telegraph January 25, 1878 stated 
that, “Mr Carter is erecting a building for the 
accommodation of deserving men who are 
unable to procure employment…Comfortable 
bunks will be provided and inmates will be 
served two meals a day. The building will be 
heated and the whole expense of maintaining 
the establishment will be borne by Mr. Carter.”

In 1886 it was reported in the Telegraph that 
Lewis Carter, “has proposed to residents on 
Charlotte Street to furnish them with the best 
spring water [from his own spring] piped to their 
premises for the small sum of $4 per annum per 
family.” The pipes were subsequently laid.

Quick glimpses at the Tribune over the next few 
years give a further look at his life:

January 18, 1889: Mr L.G. Carter’s windmill and 
water apparatus were blown down by the late 
gale…August 22, 1890: Sparks from a Grand 
Trunk Railway engine set fire to the shrubbery 
around Mr L.G.Carter’s residence on Sunday… 
September 15, 1891: Perry Baptist Church, 
located about 6 miles north of Marshville and 
being erected by Mr L.G.Carter is getting along 
rapidly…February 28, 1896: The invitations are 
out for the annual gathering of the bible class of 
the Baptist Church at Rose Lawn, the residence 
of L.G. Carter.

THEN January 1, 1897: “ Sudden death of L.G. 
Carter: The whole village has been shocked 
by the sudden death of L.G.Carter, Esq. which 
took place on Wednesday evening at 6:30 at 
his home. He had gone down town on business 
early in the afternoon and in John Spenser’s 
shop about 4 o’clock he took suddenly sick. John 
Cook with Mr. Spenser’s help, took him home 
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in a buggy. Dr. Neff was immediately brought. 
He was conscious when brought home, but 
gradually sank and passed away at 6:30 pm. Thus 
has passed away one of the most prominent 
men in the county and a leader in the Baptist 
denomination of Canada.”

The citizens of Port Colborne began The 
Carter Memorial Bell Fund to provide a fitting 
remembrance of the man. In January, 1898: “on 
Sunday its clear tones rang from the belfry of 
the Baptist Church for the first time and were 
distinctly heard at Morgan’s Point.”

Lewis Carter’s widow, Mary, passed away on 
November 21, 1904 after a long and difficult 
battle with tuberculosis.

With the passing of the Carters, our mansion 
moved on to the next phase of its life. We will 
come to know its subsequent residents in future 
issues of the newsletter.

SOURCES: “The Age of Sail,” by Don Anger; “A to Z, A 
Documentary History of the Village of Port Colborne,” 
compiled by Don Anger; and many thanks to Michelle 
Vosburgh and Abbey Stansfield at the Archives for 
suggestions, materials and help with the microfilm.
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CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Friday, November 16, 2018

G

et in the festive spirit by spending some 
time and energy decorating Roselawn 
with us for the holidays! Bring a friend and 

enjoy the historic charm of Roselawn Centre, 
while making a difference in your community. 
Please email friendsofroselawn@gmail.com to 
let us know that you’re interested and to find  
out more.

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Sunday, November 18, 2018

W

e’re looking for volunteers to help 
with the set up and take down of 
the annual Christmas Market. Come 

early and/or stay late. Please contact us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com to let us know 
that you’re interested and to find out more.

CALLING ALL FRIENDS!

T

he FoRC is an entirely volunteer-
run organization. We rely on 
the dedication of local people 

who are committed to helping arts and 
culture flourish in Port Colborne and the 
surrounding area. 

The FoRC, which works in co-operation 
with the City, exists to spearhead the 
restoration and renovation of the historic 
building which houses the Roselawn 
Centre for the Arts. 

FoRC is a terrific project to get involved 
with in whatever way you can, as we 
envision Roselawn becoming an artistic 
and cultural hub, bringing tremendous 
benefit to the social, cultural and economic 
future of our community.

There are lots of opporutnites 

to get involved with FoRC!

The History of Roselawn continued from page 8...
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YOUNG SHOULDERS 
by Pat Bowman

O

ld skills and young shoulders. That 
was one of my first impressions of the 
construction crew that had been working 

this past year refurbishing the exterior of the 
Roselawn mansion. Young men lugging heavy 
materials up to the roofline. scaling scaffolding, 
chimneys and a tower in all types of weather. 

How does one tackle a project of this sort 
that involves rebuilding something that is 
not straight, level and plumb? How does one 
bring an old building up to code and deal with 
materials that haven’t been manufactured in 
years?

Hire a talented team that’s how!

There is a core set of skills that are required in 
a project of this sort. It involves knowing how 
to mix the old with the new, knowing what to 
discard and what to save. All skills required to 
retain the character of a historical structure. 

The crew from King Contractors were able to 
supply that particular skill set for this project. 
Slated type mansard roofing, built-in gutters, 
ornate cornices, dentils and brackets cannot be 
preserved and restored by the average builder.

 As Dave Maloney, the lead supervisor 
mentioned “ It’s a job of rebuilding the bones 
starting from the ground up. It’s following old 
construction methods and at the same time 
using new products that are a lot more durable”.

The architectural design of the Roselawn 
mansion is known as Second Empire. That 
requires a different type of approach as far as 
renovations are concerned.

Second Empire homes have dual-pitched roof 
lines that squeeze a full floor of living space 
above the cornice line of a building without 
increasing the “technical” number of stories 
in a structure. This provided extra living space 
for a growing family and also added “visual 
heft”. It also helped to bypass certain building 
restrictions and taxation in some countries by 
camouflaging the increased living space.
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However these particular types of roofs were 
difficult to maintain and they were not widely 
built in North America.

 Second Empire homes also incorporated 
elaborate windows and dormers to light up 
the living space within. Many of the Roselawn 
windows were either replaced by Crowland 
Windows or refurbished onsite by the King 
Construction crew. The large space on the third 
floor of the mansion (behind the mansard roof) 
was used as a woodworking shop.

The mansion’s windows would be removed, 
manipulated, sanded, bonded, painted and 
reinstalled. There were also over 80 corbel 
brackets that either had to be repaired or made 
from scratch. “Everything was not as straight 
forward as you would think” Dave remarked. 
“We had to decide what to save and what to 
replace.”

One by one the windows were completed, the 
corbels attached and the rubber type roofing 
material applied to the mansion roof. The south 
wall masonry was also an intricate segment of 
the job with the mix of old and new brickwork. 
“Its an art” as one of the men would say. It was 
also a complex mix of planning, coordination, 
building techniques and practices. “And you 
never know what you will encounter behind an 
old wall” Dave added. ”There’s definitely some 
element of surprise”.

Perhaps the best surprise was Roselawns grand 
opening held this past July. With the help of the 
numerous tradesmen and their skills the building 
envelope has been restored and the historical 
charm has been revived. History has been 
brought back to life once again.
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P

lease consider supporting the restoration and development of the Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts by becoming a Member of FoRC. More information about the membership, and other 
ways to support FoRC can be found on the back page.

MEMBER BENEFITS
Card-carrying members of The Friends 
of Roselawn Centre receive the 
following great benefits from our local 
business partners:

Eh Amigos Cantina 
10% off entrees with beverages

Boggio Pharmacy 
15% off first Tuesday, 15% off last 
Wednesday

Canalside Pub & Eatery 
10% off all food orders

JB Fashions 
Pays the HST on purchases

Lemayzzz Meats 
One Bacon Bomb of your choice with 
any $20 (pre-tax) purchase

Maple Meadows Farm & Event Centre 
10% off “Cut Your Own” flowers

Port Paint and Paper 
10% off paint, not applicable with other 
discounts

A Raven’s Nest 
10% off store purchases

The Saucy Pot 
10% off all pre-orders

The Smokin’ Buddha 
10% off complete dinner for two

Standard Time 
5% off watch non-luxury watch 
batteries and 10% off Bulova clocks

Treasures on West 
10% off furniture

Download our membership form on our website: 
FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15
Couple $25
Family (3+) $30
Youth $10

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st.

THE FoRC BOARD 2018-19

Arlene Lessard 
Chair

Laurie Pye 
Past Chair

Pat Bowman 
Treasurer & Master Gardener

Carole Brisley 
Secretary & Newsletter

Glenda Buck 
Capital Campaign Lead & Membership

Heather Fenton (Finlayson) 
Graphic Design & Social Media

Paul Tyson

Gail Todd

http://friendsofroselawncentre.org
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P

lease join us in supporting the restoration 
and development of the Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, by becoming a Member. Your 

membership dollars directly support the efforts 
of the FoRC.

Card-carrying members receive great benefits 
from our local business partners, including: Eh 
Amigos Cantina, Boggio Pharmacy, Canalside, 
JB Fashions, Lemayzzz Meats, Maple Meadows, 
Port Paint and Paper, A Raven’s Nest, The 
Saucy Pot, Smokin’ Buddha, Standard Time, 
and Treasures on West. For more details, 
visit the membership page on our website, 
FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org.

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st. 

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15
Couple $25
Family (3+) $30
Youth $10

VOLUNTEER

W

e are always looking for people who 
are interested in joining our growing 
group of volunteers. There are a 

variety of ways to get involved. 

You may like to help setting up at events, 
working in the gardens, or promoting the 
FoRC. Or you may have a special talent that you 
think we could use. Let us know! Email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

SPONSORSHIP

L

ocal business are invited to support the 
FoRC by offering benefits to our members. 
Can you offer a discount or benefit at your 

establishment, or on the purchase of services 
that your business offers?

Promote your business and support the 
FoRC today! Get in touch with us at: 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.org

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn

http://friendsofroselawncentre.com
mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
http://FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com
mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/friendsroselawn/
https://twitter.com/friendsroselawn
https://www.instagram.com/friendsroselawn/

