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CHAIR CHAT

F

all has arrived and it’s time 
to take a stroll through 
the lovely grounds of the 

Roselawn Centre for the Arts. 
Many of you enjoyed the sound 
of laughter and splashing water 
as the rose garden fountain 
was opened with a wonderful 
celebration this past Spring. It 
was a long time in the works but 
this summer was a perfect time 
to finally have it in full working order! 

The gardens are hoping to be filled with laughter 
and helping hands this October 15th to carry on 
all the wonderful work that Pat Bowman and her 
team have started. Grab some gloves and your 
favourite friends, even the little ones and see 
how many hands can make a difference.

We are so excited about the upcoming events 
that will be hosted here this year, the possible 
grants to help with the process of renewal and 
regeneration, the support of the community for 
the Christmas Market and Silent Auction and, 
mostly, the fact that together we are helping to 
bring new life to this amazing centre.

The Friends of Roselawn Center (FoRC) team is 
interested in hearing your voice, but also having 
you join us to make Roselawn Centre a vital part 
of your community! 

For more information on joining us, for 
donating to the Capital Campaign or to become 
a supporting Member, please contact us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

All my best, 

Laurie Pye

Interim Chair

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter:

@friendsroselawn
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OPENING OF THE FOUNTAIN

May 27, 2016 

T

his past spring saw the full restoration of the Roselawn Heritage Fountain. The official opening 
ceremony took place on a lovely warm Friday evening in May. Members of FoRC, volunteers, 
city councilors and the media were there to mark the event. Afterwards, the group tossed 

coins into the fountain for good luck.
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FoRC board members Carole Brisley and Pat Bowman 
toss in coins to commemorate the opening.

Discussing the fountain and gardens over  
fairtrade coffee. Homemade cupcakes were provided 

by The Saucy Pot on Killaly St. E. Delicious!

FOUNTAIN PLAQUE

A 

commemorative plaque has been installed at 
the Roselawn Heritage fountain.

Our thanks to Craig & Jim from Lake 
Erie Property Maintenance and the City of Port 
Colborne for their donation of time and materials. 
Much appreciated!

CITY GRANT RECEIVED 

F

oRC successfully obtained a grant 
in the amount of $7,300 from the 
City of Port Colborne. The monies 

have been earmarked for the purchase 
of three heritage benches for the garden 
and also will provide seed funding for the 
inaugural “Harold Moseby Day,” to be 
held Saturday, October 15th.
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HAROLD MOSEBY DAY

Saturday, October 15, 2016 - 10am to noon

H

arold Moseby was the original designer of the Heritage Roselawn Garden. In honour of 
his design and as a part of our continuing efforts to restore the gardens, we are inviting 
everyone to join us for some good, clean outdoor fun! Bring the whole family! We’ll have 

kid-sized rakes and wheelbarrows on hand for the junior crowd. 

Light refreshments will be served at noon. The event is free, but please pre-register at OnlinePORT 
so that we can plan appropriately for the day. The OnlinePORT event is “Harold Moseby Day - Fall 
Garden Clean Up & Prep - HMD-2016.”
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T

he City of Port Colborne has applied for 
the Canada 150 Infrastructure Grant with 
FoRC as a collaborater. This grant would 

allow dollars for much needed renovations and 
repairs to the Roselawn mansion building along 
with updating for better accessibility. The City 
has pledged $200,000 over 2 years in the capital 
budget. FoRC is committed to raising another 
$25,000 this year. The grant could possibly 
bring in an extra $250,000 of matching Federal 
funding for the Centre.

Harry Hakim, Manager of Community Services, 
reports:

The infrastructure grant application has been 
submitted and is awaiting confirmation.

The proposed project for this grant is to 
refurbish the heritage house starting on the 
third floor - in particular, to repair the roof and 
dental work, to repair the wood façade and 
prevent water from seeping into the heritage 
house.

Then we hope to move on to the restoration of 
the third floor space as funds become available. 
We are hoping that we can have the roof/façade 
work completed in time for the Canada 150 
celebration on July 1, 2017.

At this point we will raise the Canadian flag on 
top of the heritage house where it used to fly, 
signifying the beginning of a new era for the 
Roselawn Heritage property.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN YEAR 2

T

he 2015-16 Capital Campaign successfully 
raised $25,000 and is tied to the Canada 
150 Federal grant application that we are 

collaborating on with the City. 

FoRC is happy to announce that Glenda Buck is 
our Capital Campaign Lead for Year 2. Glenda 
and her committee are busy working on the 
second leg of fundraising activities to meet 
specific needs of the heritage mansion.

To donate, please contact FoRC by email at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com or the Roselawn 
Box Office, 296 Fielden Avenue, Port Colborne.
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Our Goal

Raised in Year 1:

FoRC board members Carole Brisley, Arlene Lessard and Glenda Buck 
kick off Year 2 of the Capital Campaign during HarvestFest 2016.
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September 16 & 17, 2016

N

iagara restaurants, food trucks, craft breweries 
and wineries returned to Port Colborne in 
September for flavours at its new location, The 

Roselawn Centre! flavours featured some of Niagara’s 
top chefs and caterers serving their popular dishes 
prepared with local products, complemented by 
samplings of Niagara’s finest craft beers and wines. 

The Roselawn Centre presents an intimate heritage 
garden accented by a sound stage show casing talented 
musicians from around Ontario. Roselawn Centre’s 
outdoor area was decorated with twinkle lights and 
Adirondack chairs to set the festival mood. The crisp, fall 
breeze and colours, mixed with the Roselawn Centre’s 
historic picturesque grounds and heritage property is 
the perfect recipe for a unique culinary experience. 

Mayor John Maloney said, “The location was a great fit 
and the event felt like a backyard get-together.” 

Some of the vendors participating were Brimstone 
Brewery from Ridgeway and the Smokin’ Buddha from 
Port Colborne. flavours has certainly redeemed itself as 
a credible festival for the City of Port Colborne and we 
hope to continue to build on the experience and venue 
at Roselawn.

Raquel Leger

Administrative Assistant,  
Manager of Community Services

THE CANADIAN AUTHORS SERIES
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Sunday, November 13, 2016 - 11am to 4pm

J

oin us and enjoy the ambiance at Roselawn Centre. What better way to shop this season, than 
locally, while enjoying live music and delicious refreshments. If you would like to be a vendor at 
the market, applications are available at the Roselawn Centre Box Office until October 24th.
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T

he 2016 season was a very exciting and successful year for Showboat with many sold out 
performances. As a result, in 2017, there will be a new schedule. There will be 11 performances 
of each show which will be spread out over two weeks. Also, there will be a “Season Topper” 

– an extra show – at the end of the season. Here is the 2017 Playbill! It’s bursting with adventure and 
romance, sprinkled with new Canadian pieces and invaded with comedy.

Artistic Director Derek Ritschel, invites you to, “open your mind, remove yourself from the stress of 
your busy life and welcome the unique feeling that only live theatre is capable of evoking in you.”

See you at Roselawn next year for another unforgettable season with Showboat Festival Theatre!
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T

he FoRC is an entirely volunteer-run 
organization. We rely on the dedication 
of local people who are committed to 

helping arts and culture flourish in Port Colborne 
and the surrounding area. 

The FoRC, which works in co-operation with the 
City, exists to spearhead the restoration and 
renovation of the historic building which houses 
the Roselawn Centre for the Arts. 

FoRC is a terrific project to get involved with in 
whatever way you can, as we envision Roselawn 
becoming an artistic and cultural hub, bringing 
tremendous benefit to the social, cultural and 
economic future of our community.

THE FoRC BOARD 2016-17
Laurie Pye 
Interim Chair

Arlene Lessard 
Secretary

Pat Bowman 
Treasurer

Judith Boroniec 
Memberships

Glenda Buck 
Capital Campaign Lead

Carole Brisley 
Newsletter

Heather Finlayson 
Graphic Design & Social Media

Pam Koudijis

Beth Palma

Paul Tyson

If you are interested in joining our  
Board of Directors, please get in touch! 
You can email us at friendsofroselawn@
gmail.com. We meet 10 times a year, in the 
evening, on the last Tuesday of the month.

HAROLD MOSEBY DAY
Saturday, October 15, 2016

C

calling all gardeners, their family 
and friends. Join us in the gardens 
of Roselawn Centre from 10am-

noon. Bring your knowledge and/or your 
enthusiasm – green thumb or not, we can 
put you to work! There will be kid-sized 
wheelbarrows and rakes for the younger 
crew. See you there!

CHRISTMAS DECORATING

G

et in the festive spirit by spending 
some time and energy decorating 
Roselawn with us for the holidays! 

Bring a friend and enjoy the historic charm 
of Roselawn Centre, while making a 
difference in your community. Please email 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com to let us 
know that you’re interested and to find  
out more.

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Sunday, November 13, 2016

W

e’re looking for volunteers to help 
with the set up and take down 
of the annual Christmas Market. 

Come early and/or stay late. Please contact 
us at friendsofroselawn@gmail.com to let 
us know that you’re interested and to find 
out more.

There are lots of 

opporutnites to get 

involved with FoRC!
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by Pat Bowman

I

n this issue we spotlight local artist Cathy 
Peters who is proprietor of Shoreline 
Art Studio on Lakeshore Road in Port 

Colborne. Cathy has participated in a number of 
activities at the Roselawn Centre and has held 
courses during Arts Week at the Centre for the 
past two years.

After taking private art lessons as an adolescent, 
Cathy took a year off her full time job in 1995 
and started painting again, travelling and taking 
workshops and classes. She feels comfortable 
working in both watercolour and acrylic 
mediums but lately has had fun exploring 
textures and different processes in acrylic and 
mixed media. 

Over the years as an artist, the artwork that 
she had previously identified with has changed. 
Now she looks for abstracts that evoke a certain 
feeling or mood. It is an intuitive process which 
she enjoys while painting. As well, she always 
enjoys creating shoreline scenes because of her 
surroundings living on Lake Erie. 

She has quite a few favorite pieces that she has 
created and of those, she often loves the ones 
that presented the most challenges (such as 
working through a composition or the colours of 
the paint not being what she had expected). 

One piece that she created a few years ago 
that is hanging in her own collection of artwork 
at home, incorporated some of her father’s 
handwritten music into the abstract diptych. 
That piece is one of her personal favorites.

When asked about who her favorite artist is, 
Cathy says, without a doubt, Georgia O’Keefe. 
During her many travels to New Mexico she 
has felt captivated with the landscapes there 
that were part of O’Keefe’s inspiration. Cathy 
has even stayed where O’Keefe painted at 
Ghost Ranch and has been to O’Keefe’s home 
in Abiquiu, New Mexico. Georgia O’Keefe 
represented her landscape and home which 
she expressed in her work and lived a life 
symbolizing her love of the land. She has 
been recognized as the “Mother of American 
modernism.”

One of Cathy’s goals professionally is to be able 
to keep growing as an artist. She doesn’t want 
to become stagnant so she disciplines herself 
to paint consistently, learn new techniques, 
experiment and, most importantly, continue 
to have fun while creating art. When she’s 
not creating she loves to travel “anytime, 
anywhere” and that includes going to art 
museums and taking in the culture of a place. 
She also enjoys her time at home with her 
husband, children and grandchildren and she 
has a wonderful circle of friends and positive 
relationships. 

As far as tips for inspiring others, Cathy says, 
“Just do it – don’t worry about judging your 
painting or painting what you think others want 
you to paint – just create!” And, “The more one 
paints, the more comfortable you will feel with a 
brush in your hand.” Great advice!

And why is Cathy a “Friend of Roselawn”? She 
believes Roselawn is an important part of the 
fabric of Port Colborne. She feels it is a cultural 
and architectural icon which many visitors look 
forward to visiting and local people appreciate. 
Cathy values the volunteers who take on the 
fundraising projects and respects the City who 
continues to escalate Roselawn’s prominence 
and significance to Port Colborne.

The South Niagara Artists’ STUDIO TOUR is 
a FREE, self-directed tour of Artists’ Studios 
in Port Colborne, Ridgeway & Fort Erie. It 
is taking place October 15 & 16, 2016, 10 
am to 5 pm. For Maps and info visit www.
southniagaraartists.ca or call 905.835.5899.
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T

hank you for supporting the restoration and development of the Roselawn Centre for the Arts 
by becoming a Member. Membership runs from October through September. Please be sure 
to renew your membership today. More information about the benefits of membership, and 

other ways to support FoRC can be found on the next page (p. 11).                                                      
 
        FRIENDS OF ROSELAWN CENTRE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
Membership is October 1 to September 30 
 
NAME______________________________________________ 
  
 
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
 
 
PHONE______________________________________ _______ 
 
POSTAL CODE_______________________________________ 
 
 
E-MAIL_____________________________________________ 
 
 
Please indicate the number of memberships desired:  
 
$15 Adult____  $25 Couples ____ $3 Youth _______ $30 Family(3+)_____ 
 
 
Would you like to volunteer?    __________________ 
 
What area would you like to help?__________________________ 
(set up for events-events-gardens-promotions-other) 
 
 
Paid by  Cash __ Cheque  __  Other  __    Total Amount $________ 
 
Newsletter     Email  __   Mail  __ 
 
Permission to list name in printed membership list  Yes __ No __ 
 
 
SIGNATURE_______________________________ DATE:_____________________ 
 
 
This membership can be dropped off at the Roselawn Centre  or mailed to 
The Roselawn Centre, 296 Fielden Ave, Port Colborne, Ontario L3K 4T6 
Attention: Friends of Roselawn Centre 
 
Please make your cheques payable to The Friends of Roselawn Centre 
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P

lease join us in supporting the restoration 
and development of the Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, by becoming a Member. Your 

membership dollars directly support the efforts 
of the FoRC.

Card-carrying members receive great benefits 
from our local business partners, including: 
Something Else Port Colborne, Boggio 
Pharmacy, The Smokin’ Buddha, The Saucy Pot, 
Canalside Restaurant, and Lemayzzz Meats. 
For details, visit the membership page on 
our website, friendsofroselawncentre.com/
membersandsponsors.

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st. 

Download our membership form here:

https://friendsofroselawncentre.files.
wordpress.com/2015/10/membership_
form_2016.pdf

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

VOLUNTEER

W

e are always looking for people who 
are interested in joining our growing 
group of volunteers. There are a 

variety of ways to get involved. 

You may like to help setting up at events, 
working in the gardens, or promoting the 
FoRC. Or you may have a special talent that you 
think we could use. Let us know! Email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

SPONSORSHIP

L

ocal business are invited to support the 
FoRC by offering benefits to our members. 
Can you offer a discount or benefit at your 

establishment, or on the purchase of services 
that your business offers?

Promote your business and support 
the FoRC today! Get it touch with us at: 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter:

@friendsroselawn


