
FRIENDS OF ROSELAWN CENTRE
Winter 2016NEWSLETTER

CHAIR CHAT

T

his is the time of year 
that many of us pause to 
wish our friends, family 

and even those strangers we 
meet on the street a Joyous 
Season of peace and goodwill. 
Recently at Roselawn we were 
host to the yearly Christmas 
Market and were thrilled to hear 
such positive comments about 
the vendors and the Roselawn 
building. Many people we greeted at the door 
were visiting the building for the very first time. 
We hope that these events will help to bring 
more awareness to the wonderful treasure this 
building is and give the opportunity for many 
more people to enjoy the rich heritage this 
building adds to the city of Port Colborne.

We are already busy planning our second 
“Evening at Roselawn” featuring a juried silent 
auction of works by Niagara-area artists, April 
6th 2017. Enjoy live music, delicious food and 
drink, hosted by our celebrity MC. Please save 
the date. More information and tickets will be 
available in the coming months.

The FoRC team are interested in hearing your 
voice, but also having you join us to make 
Roselawn Centre a vital part of your community! 
For more information on joining us, for donating 
or for a membership card, please contact us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

All my best, 

Laurie Pye

Chair

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn
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HAROLD MOSEBY DAY
Saturday, October 15, 2016 

by Pat Bowman

I

t was a grand day for garden 
cleaning on October 15th. About 
a dozen folks armed and ready 

for raking leaves, pulling weeds and 
planting bulbs worked for a few 
sunny hours on our first annual Harold 
Moseby Day. Our ten newly aquired 
children’s wheelbarrows were ready 
for action. We also kept the kids 
entertained with leaf painting crafts. 
With over 200 daffodils planted along 
the east side of the building and over 
50 red and white tulips tucked away 
by the heritage rock the Roselawn 
garden should be bursting with colour 
next spring. This will be a great intro 
to Canada’s 150th celebration in 2017.
When all was said and done the hard 
working volunteers enjoyed boxes of 
timbits and coffee. Thanks folks!
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equiupment stands ready 
for the volunteers!

FoRC board members Carole 
Brisley and Judith Boroniec take 

a well-deserved coffee break.

HERITAGE BENCHES

T 

he heritage benches that were part of the City grant 
awarded to the Friends of Roselawn Centre this past 
season were installed on October 17th. The 3 benches 

are a long awaited addition to the Roselawn Heritage garden. 
The benches have been received quite favorably by the public 
and help extend a “friendly invitation” to come in and spend 
some quiet time reflecting in the garden. 

Lots of hands helped to make the 
day a great success.

Samantha and Sebastian 
enjoy maple leaf stencil art.

Judith gives master 
gardener and 
Moseby Day’s lead-
hand, Pat Bowman, 
a lift!
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CHRISTMAS MARKET
Sunday, November 13, 2016

by Pat Bowman

F

riends of Roselawn Centre kicked off 
the start of the holiday shopping season 
with our 3rd annual Christmas Market 

on Sunday November 13, 2016. With over 29 
vendors showcased throughout the Centre 
we had a variety of merchandise to satisfy any 
serious Christmas shopper. Among the vendors 
were fine artists, woodworkers, artisan jewellers 
clothing designers and candlestick makers.

We featured a bake sale with many homemade 
goodies. The theatre was decorated with a 
sparkling display of lights to help simulate an 
“outdoor” Christmas market event. ‘Prancer 
the Reindeer’ (aka Alex Farnsworth) kept 
the kiddies (and the adults) entertained and 
supplied with candy canes. Our door prize was 
a fabulous gingerbread replica of the Roselawn 
Mansion baked and generously donated by 
“La Dolce Vita Bakery” located on 331 Main St. 
W, Port Colborne. The lucky winner was Barb 
Archer from Port Colborne.

Based on the number of smiles we saw that 
day we can say that it was a great success!G
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STILL SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS?

W
e still have fourteen 100-piece pre-wrapped 
Roselawn Puzzles available. $20 each. 

Proceeds support the Friends of Roselawn Centre.
Contact friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

The grand stair case 
decorated for the 
Christmas season.

A light luncheon was served in 
the aptly named Sun Room.

The Market bake sale raised funds 
to support the work of the FoRC.

Barbara Archer was the winner of the 
Roselawn gingerbread replica door prize.

Prancer (aka Alex 
Farnsworth) greeted 

visitors and handed 
out candy canes.

Sparkling lights in the 
theatre simulated an 
‘outdoor’ market event.

mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
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ello Friends of Roselawn Centre! We 
are now into Phase 2 of the Capital 
Campaign and need your support 

to match the $25,000 raised in Phase 1. The 
federal government’s new Canada 150 Grant 
announcement has given FoRC and the City 
an opportunity to collaborate for increased 
funding. The City has pledged $200,000 over 2 
years and ForC is committed to raising another 
$25,000. The federal grant could possibly bring 
in an extra $250,000 to match the local amount 
raised if we reach our goal.

The funds will be used specifically for mansion 
repairs to the roof, walls, etc., helping to 
maintain the historical importance of Roselawn 
as a heritage home where you, your family and 
future generations can gather to enjoy arts and 
culture. 

To donate, please make your cheque payable 
to The City of Port Colborne. Please note 
on your cheque that the donation is for the 
Friends of Roselawn Centre Capital Campaign 
Endownment Fund and permission to publish 
your name or company. Then mail to Roselawn 
Centre for the Arts, 296 Fielden Ave., Port 
Colborne, ON L3K 4T6. You can also call or visit 
Terry at Roselawn 905-834-7572. We accept cash, 
credit or debit. For further information on this 
campaign, email friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for your contribution!

Glenda Buck

Capital Campaign Lead

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$30,000

$35,000

$45,000

$40,000

$50,000

$25,000

Our Goal

Raised in Year 1:

The Federal Government’s new Canada 150 
Grant means that if we reach our Phase 2 goal, 
we will be eligible for an addition $250,000! 
Here’s how:

City of Port Colborne $200,000 
Roselawn Centre Capital Budget

Friends of Roselawn Centre $50,000 
Capital Campaign

Matching Federal Government Funds $250,000 
Canada 150 Grant

Potential Total Capital Funds $500,000

Help us to reach 

our Phase 2 goal. 

Please donate today!
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THEATRE 2017

F

or the 2017 Season, the run of 
each production will be extended 
to play over two weeks so you 

will have more options when choosing 
your tickets.

Subscriptions will be available for 
sale in January. The exact date will be 
published via email and notices in the 
newspaper.

All previous Showboat patrons should 
receive a renewal brochure the week of 
January 16. This will outline subscription 
options, the 2017 Playbill (including 
the extra “Season Topper” - new this 
year!) and the new 2-week schedule. 
Following that, a season brochure will 
be sent out in late March or April.

Be sure to have a look at the beautiful 
Showboat Festival Theatre website, 
showboattheatre.ca, for more 
information.

See you next year at Roselawn for 
exceptional , live, professional theatre 
from our own amazing SHOWBOAT!!

Carole Brisley

THE CANADIAN AUTHORS SERIES

2017 PLAYBILL:

The Ladies Foursome
A Comedy by Norm Foster 
June 14 – 25

The Full Mounty
A World Premiere Comedy by William 
Matthews and Bruce Davies
July 5 – 16

The Numbers Game
A Romantic Comedy by John Spurway
July 26 – August 6

Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery
A Thriller Comedy by Ken Ludwig
August 16 – 27

“Hank Williams LIVE – 1952”
by writer/creator WJ Matheson
September 8 & 9

http://showboattheatre.ca/
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T

he FoRC is an entirely volunteer-run 
organization. We rely on the dedication 
of local people who are committed to 

helping arts and culture flourish in Port Colborne 
and the surrounding area. 

The FoRC, which works in co-operation with the 
City, exists to spearhead the restoration and 
renovation of the historic building which houses 
the Roselawn Centre for the Arts. 

FoRC is a terrific project to get involved with in 
whatever way you can, as we envision Roselawn 
becoming an artistic and cultural hub, bringing 
tremendous benefit to the social, cultural and 
economic future of our community.

THE FoRC BOARD 2016-17

Laurie Pye 
Chair

Arlene Lessard 
Secretary

Pat Bowman 
Treasurer

Judith Boroniec 
Memberships

Glenda Buck 
Capital Campaign Lead

Carole Brisley 
Newsletter & History

Heather Finlayson 
Graphic Design & Social Media

Pam Koudijis

Paul Tyson

Christine Kiernander

AN EVENING AT ROSELAWN
Thursday, April 6, 2017

C

alling all volunteers! Our popular 
annual FoRC fundraiser, a gala evening 
event held at the Roselawn Centre, 

with silent auction of the works of local 
artists, will be held in April 2017. 

We’ll be gearing up in the new year and 
looking for volunteers to help out. We’ll 
need some help in the weeks leading up to 
the event, and for the set up of the event on 
the day before (April 5th), during the event 
itself and for the clean up on the following 
day (April 7th). 

As the saying goes, ‘many hands make light 
work.’ Please consider joining with us to 
create a wonderful event for Port Colborne!

If you’d like to get involved, get in touch 
with us at: friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

WELCOME NEW BOARD 
MEMBER

W

e’re pleased to welcome local 
business owner Christine 
Kiernanader to the Friends of 

Roselawn Board of Directors. Christine and 
her husband, Tyler, are the owners of The 
Saucy Pot Soup Store, located on Killaly 
Street in Port Colborne.

There are lots of 

opporutnites to get 

involved with FoRC!

mailto:friendsofroselawn%40gmail.com?subject=
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ROSELAWN: THE FIRST 
DECADE

by Carole Brisley

O

ur Roselawn mansion began its existence 
in an extraordinary decade in world 
history – the 1860s.

What was it like for the Carters, the original 
owners of Roselawn, to be alive then in the little 
village of Port Colborne?

LEWIS GREEN CARTER (1828 – 1896) has been 
described as “a leading figure in the life of the 
village” and “a moral and progressive force.” 
He was the proprietor of a general store by 1851 
when he married Mary Fielden Scholfield.

He became Post Master, Justice of the Peace 
and agent for American Express, and was 
instrumental in the building of the first church 
in Port Colborne - “free for all denominations of 
Christians.” He was also active in the field of real 
estate for many years.

In 1861 he purchased the house that would 
become known as ROSELAWN.

News travelled slowly in those days but since 
Port Colborne was situated by the canal and at 
the junction of two railways, we can probably 
assume that newspapers from around the 
province would make their way here.

Let’s picture Mr Carter seated by the fire  
reading one of those papers and imagine the 
headlines he might have seen over the decade 
of the 1860s:

He would have learned of the death of SIR 
JOHN COLBORNE in 1863. Colborne became 
Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada in 
1833 and had been knighted for his military 
accomplishments. During his tenure, he assisted 
in the funding of the new harbor at Gravelly Bay 
after the canal was extended southward to Lake 
Erie. The decision was made to name the new 
port after Sir John - PORT COLBORNE.

There would have been articles about the 
Charlottetown and Quebec Conferences in 
1864, followed by the London Conference that 
ultimately led to the BIRTH OF CANADA on  

July 1, 1867, with its provinces; Ontario,  
Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island.

He would have learned about Louis Riel  
and the Metis of the Red River settlement and 
the Manitoba Act of 1870 whereby the old 
Red River Colony would enter Canada as the 
province of Manitoba.

He might have heard of the Great Universal 
Exhibition of Paris in 1867 which showcased 
Emperor Napoleon III’s energetic programme 
to rebuild Paris. Gaslight illuminated glorious 
buildings – the architectural inspiration for our 
“SECOND EMPIRE” mansion, Roselawn.

It must have been disquieting to read about 
the AMERICAN CIVIL WAR so close to home, 
and to hear for the first time those names that 
have resounded through the years: Grant, Lee, 
Jackson, Sherman, Antietam, Harper’s Ferry, 
Gettysburg, Appomattox.

He would have known of the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the assassination of Lincoln.

What an eventful time to have been alive! 

In the next issue, we’ll look at local issues in the 
same period.

IN MEMORY

Charles “Chuck” Mervyn Steele  

(1917-2016)

T

he Friends of Roselawn Centre are 
saddened to report the recent passing 
of Charles Steele on November 13, 2016. 

He was the grandson of CE Steele one of the 
previous owners whose family lived at Roselawn 
from 1902 to 1947.

Friends of Roselawn Centre had the opportunity 
to interview Mr. Steele back in June 2015.  
He had many interesting stories to tell about 
the years he had spent at Roselawn visiting his 
grandparents and helping with the garden  
(Issue 6, 2015).

We are honoured that he was able to share 
some of those fond memories with our group.
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MEET GAIL TODD

by Pat Bowman

O

ur spotlight this issue is on Gail 
Todd, owner of the gallery-boutique, 
Something Else, at West and Clarence 

Streets, downtown Port Colborne. With its 
great view of Bridge 21 and the Welland Canal, 
Something Else is one of the popular “go-to” 
places in the city.

Gail took occupancy of the former Mahaffey 
Drug Store at 244 
West St., in 2011 and 
transformed it into an 
amazing space featuring 
local artists and artisans. 

Something Else 
represents more than 
50 artists, artisans and 
designers from local, 
regional and national 
levels. Gail “loves every 
piece,” and is “proud to 
represent and sell work 
by creative brilliant 
people.”

The name Something 
Else came from a friend 
and business mentor 
who suggested “you 
describe all the things 
in your store as things 
made from something 
else… rings made from 
spoons, bracelets from 
buttons, drinking glasses from beer bottles … 
why not just call it that?” Even her store sign was 
made from an old sign retrieved from a school 
demolition site in Hamilton. 

What makes Gail most proud is when someone 
finds something in her gallery that “speaks to 
them, something that means as much to them 
as the person who created it.” The gallery offers 
people an “experience,” and “not just a shop.”

Before and after hours, Gail has reams of 
paperwork, she meets with artists and 

designers, creates displays, merchandises and 
spreads good words on social media. She is 
constantly thinking of new things to see and 
do for herself, and her customers. Besides 
working in the gallery Gail serves on several 
boards: the Downtown BIA, the Historical 
and Marine Museum, and the Greater Niagara 
Chamber of Commerce. She was a nominee 
for Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year, and was 
2015 citizen of the year for the Port Colborne 
Wainfleet Chamber of Commerce. She is a 
founding organizer of Art Crawl, and also serves 

on the team of women 
presenting the Evening 
at Roselawn art event.

A visit from Canada’s 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau Oct. 21 was 
another proud moment. 
With so many people 
inside and outside her 
shop Gail said “my heart 
skipped a beat when 
he finally squeezed 
through the door.” 

The last PM to visit 
Port was St. Laurent 
in 1953, so Trudeau’s 
visit was a “big day for 
our little city.” To keep 
that memory of the 
PM’s visit alive Gail has 
an outline of the Prime 
Minister’s shoes on the 
terrazzo floor where he 
stood that day. “People 

stand in them and take feet selfies.” 

Gail became a friend of Roselawn four years 
ago when there was a chance the city might not 
keep the building. She, and a handful of other 
like-minded people who believed in the facility 
as a hub for arts and culture, was called by then-
Canadian Authors Series host William J. Thomas, 
to do whatever could be done to keep the place 
a vibrant vital space for all.

Lets keep that thought alive. Thanks Gail!
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P

lease consider supporting the restoration and development of the Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts by becoming a Member of FoRC. More information about the membership, and other 
ways to support FoRC can be found on the back page.

Membership Chair, Judith Boroniec, and her assistant Samantha Roy, sign up pianist Doug Mundy 
as a Friends of Roselawn Member during the Christmas Market in November. Doug is a well-known 

Niagara-area pianist and was our entertainment for the afternoon. Thanks Doug!

MEMBER BENEFITS
Canalside Pub & Eatery 
10% off all food orders

Boggio Pharmacy 
15% off first Tuesday, 15% off last 
Wednesday

Lemayzz’s Meats 
One FREE Italian Sausage

Maple Meadows Farm & Event Centre 
10% off “Cut Your Own” flowers

Smokin’ Buddha 
10% off complete dinner for two, 15% off 
individual lunch (food only)

Something Else Port Colborne 
Pays the HST on purchases

The Saucy Pot 
10% off Pre-orders

Download our membership form here:

https://friendsofroselawncentre.files.wordpress.
com/2015/10/membership_form_2016.pdf

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st.

https://friendsofroselawncentre.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/membership_form_2016.pdf
https://friendsofroselawncentre.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/membership_form_2016.pdf
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P

lease join us in supporting the restoration 
and development of the Roselawn Centre 
for the Arts, by becoming a Member. Your 

membership dollars directly support the efforts 
of the FoRC.

Card-carrying members receive great benefits 
from our local business partners, including: 
Canalside, Boggio Pharmacy, Lemayzz’s Meats, 
Maple Meadows Farm, Smokin’ Buddha, 
Something Else Port Colborne and The Saucy 
Pot. For more details, visit the membership page 
on our website, friendsofroselawncentre.com/
membersandsponsors.

The annual membership period runs from 
September 30th through October 1st. 

Download our membership form here:

https://friendsofroselawncentre.files.
wordpress.com/2015/10/membership_
form_2016.pdf

Membership Annual Fee

Adult $15

Couple $25

Family $30

VOLUNTEER

W

e are always looking for people who 
are interested in joining our growing 
group of volunteers. There are a 

variety of ways to get involved. 

You may like to help setting up at events, 
working in the gardens, or promoting the 
FoRC. Or you may have a special talent that you 
think we could use. Let us know! Email us at 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

SPONSORSHIP

L

ocal business are invited to support the 
FoRC by offering benefits to our members. 
Can you offer a discount or benefit at your 

establishment, or on the purchase of services 
that your business offers?

Promote your business and support the 
FoRC today! Get in touch with us at: 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com.

Friends of Roselawn Centre
296 Fielden Avenue
Port Colborne, ON L3K 4T6

Website:

FriendsofRoselawnCentre.com

Email:

friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

Phone (Roselawn Box Office):

905.834.7572

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram:

@friendsroselawn
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