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The spectacular colours of autumn are almost behind us, and so is a full season of events and activities to which we 
were all accustomed, and long for again, in the grand Roselawn mansion, our local centre for arts and culture. 

Friends of Roselawn Centre ask 
you to accept our challenge to 
add 100 new members to our  

roster of enthusiastic supporters.
We know you share our fondness 

for the place, and our commitment 
to keep Roselawn a vital hub for all 
the arts— theatre, visual art, music, 
literary arts, culinary, craft skills, and 
heritage appreciation. 

Roselawn is an important and 
unique property, and one of the many 

assets belonging to all of us in the 
City of Port Colborne, which contrib-
utes to the health and quality of life in 
our community. 

It’s that time of year when we 
ask you to renew your membership. 
We’re also asking, during our mem-
bership blitz (Oct. 15 to Nov. 15), that 
you reach out to family and friends to 
ask them to join us. Consider buying 
a membership for someone you love. 
More details on page 3.
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As the fall brings change with cooler 
weather, brilliant foliage and falling 

leaves, the Friends of Roselawn Centre are 
also looking at change. 

Roselawn has been closed since March 
due to Covid-19 and we are working to dis-
cuss plans for restoration, and how we can 
improve the mansion and arts centre. 

In late September, we met with city offi-
cials— Ward 1 Councillor Donna Kalailieff 
and the new city special projects manager 
Gary Long— and we discussed our goals of 
assisting with the restoration of the Roselawn mansion 
and centre, the promotion of arts and culture in our com-
munity, and the many options or paths to pursue. 

We discussed the merits and goals of the 2016 Arts and 
Culture Master Plan, to develop Roselawn as the arts and 

culture hub of our community. We do look 
forward to working with Donna and Gary, 
and all city council and staff, in the months 
ahead, to see this to fruition.

Also in late September, we conducted our 
seventh Annual General Meeting, covering 
our accomplishments in 2019. 

We were successful in many activities and 
events, including: 50/50 draws with con-
certs, shows and Showboat Festival The-
atre; Anna Olson uplifted a capacity audi-
ence with adventures of her lifetime,  and 
positive experiences in baking, along with 
recipes and anecdotes; the always alluring 
and charming Christmas Craft Market; the 
popular “ladies night out” at the Post Office 
by Shannon Passero; and another 50-50 li-
cence, before the shut down in March.

We said a heartfelt goodbye to Pat Bow-
man, our brilliant treasurer. (more on that below)

So, the Christmas Market lights are dim this year but 
we look forward to 2021 and hope and pray that you and 
your family stay safe and healthy. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Roselawn is closed, 
but we’re still 
at work for it, 
behind the scenes

We are all sad to see her retire, but we are delighted for all the years she devoted to our 
Friends of Roselawn board. Farewell, and congratulations, to Pat Bowman, our treasurer 
since 2013, who accomplished many things over her tenure, including ... 

• Wrote and obtained a grant of $53,000 for the city’s Arts and Culture Master Plan
• Fulfilled municipal and provincial applications for our non-profit (charitable) status 
• Led the team to restore the pond, along with piping installation, on the north lawn of the property
• Restored the Roselawn gardens, with support from a Hydro grant (for which she applied)
• Established insurance for Friends of Roselawn Centre board of directors
• Organized and coordinated our first five Christmas Makers’ Markets
• Set up and managed the financials for the annual Art Auctions
• Updated our website for online payment and etransfers for memberships and donations
• Has been a constant and reliable contributor to our newsletter 
• Coordinated and managed our 50-50 lottery licence with the city

We are so grateful for these and countless other efforts she undertook, always cheerfully, 
and with professionalism, expertise, and a we-got-this attitude. We wish her all the best 
in her retirement, and in all future endeavours. On behalf of all the FoRC, thank you, Pat!

PAT BOWMAN
Friends of Roselawn 
Centre former treasurer, 
money manager, grant 
writer, event planner, 
festive decorator, 
and Master Gardener

SHE WORE 
MANY HATSShe did it all with a smile

ARLENE LESSARD
Friends of Roselawn 
Centre chair of
board of directors

CHAIR 
CHAT
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LOVE ART?
WE DO TOO

Not only do we love art, 
and support its creation and 

presentation in so many 
forms, we are grateful for 

artists and artisans for sup-
porting our cause — to keep 
Roselawn alive and flourish-

ing— by donating work to 
us. All proceeds from the 

sale of “Sundrops,” a visual 
fantasy by Canadian master 
David Drum, benefit Friends 

of Roselawn projects. 
To bid, please email friend-

sofroselawn@gmail.com by 
Nov. 25.  Framed painting 
(oil, spray enamel, pastel 

and acryilic) is 33.5” x 44.”
Reserve bid of $250 

New treasurer welcomes new challenges
As a Chartered Professional Accountant 

with more than 30 years of accounting 
experience in a variety of industries, I am 
excited to undertake my new role as Trea-
surer for the Friends of Roselawn Centre. 

It is with great respect and admiration we 
say goodbye to Pat Bowman, who has ac-
complished so much in this role to date. 

Pat is definitely a tough act to follow and 
we are all so very grateful for her tremen-
dous contribution over the years.  I am ded-
icated to the stewardship of our organiza-
tion’s finances and will do my best to learn 
and grow in this new role in order to support 
the FoRC in the future.

As a new membership year begins this 
month, we are committed to working with 
city hall as future plans are being developed 
with regards to Roselawn Centre.  

Your support is needed more than ever 
to ensure our strength as a productive and 
meaningful presence as the future unfolds 
for our beautiful heritage home. 

Thank you in advance for your renewal as 
a proud member, and also please consider 
the Lifetime Membership for $100—a great 
way to show your support (and saves hav-
ing to renew every year).

Our FoRC, with your support, played 
a major role in the exterior renovation of 
Roselawn, and now we face the challenge-
ing work to be done on the interior. Our 
group is dedicated to being there every 
step of the way, working with city hall to 
achieve our mutual goals, and participate in 
new plans currently underway.   

To become a member or to donate, please 
make your cheque payable to The Friends 
of Roselawn Centre, and please mail to Box 
281, Port Colborne L3K 5W1. We’ll write 
a card in your name to your gift recipients.

You can also use Paypal, or e-transfer to 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com or online at 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/
friends-of-roselawn-centre/  

Thank you for your continued support!

GLENDA BUCK
Friends of Roselawn 
director, newly inducted 
treasurer, and 
membership chair
Individual ................. $15
Couple ..................... $25
Family ...................... $30
Life membership ... $100

SHE WEARS
MANY HATS
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Many people today are 
unable to imagine life 

without their “smart” phones. 
Such technology was incon-
ceivable to the early citizens 
of Port Colborne.

Alexander Graham Bell 
made the first long distance 
call in Canada from his fam-
ily homestead in Brantford in 
1876. He called his assistant 
in Paris, 16 kilometres away.      

It is likely the first working 
telephone in Port Colborne 
was set up in McNeal’s Hotel 
beside the railway station. 

By early 1885, the Bell 
Telephone Company, established in 1880, had arrived in 
Port Colborne, and poles were put in place. The Toronto 
Telegraph newspaper reported, on Aug. 7, that  “Tele-
phone communications are about complete. And we now 
say ‘hello’ to all points between this place and St. Catha-
rines.”

The first local Bell Telephone Co. of Canada Subscrib-
er’s Directory was issued in 1885.   The Central Office 
opened in Cuddon’s Jewellery Store on West Street, in 
the Hopkins Block. There were eight subscribers in the 
villages of Port Colborne and Humberstone.   Subscrip-
tions increased in 1886 when Bell lowered their rates. 
Calls not exceeding 20 words could be sent from 15 to 
150 miles for 25 cents; from 150 to 225 miles for 50 
cents;  and under 15 miles, 20 words for 15 cents.

New inventions always seem to breed creativity! 
In 1886, the Welland Canal Field Battery was host of 

the Western Ontario artillery competition, on what is 
now Nickel Beach. The guns were mounted on a sand 
mound and the target was erected on the beach—a range 
of between 1,500 and 1,600 yards.  

Mr H. R. Cuddon, local jeweller and telephone agent, 
superintended the laying of one mile of telephone wire 
from the targets to the register keeper’s tent. 

Apparently, it worked well.

Mr. Cuddon also invited 
the children of Port Col-
borne to call Santa Claus 
that Christmas, from the 
Bell Telephone Central in 
his store.

The Telegraph reported, 
on April 22, 1887: “The 
Port Colborne Quartette 
Club has been entertain-
ing the people of Buf-
falo, St. Catharines, Port 
Robinson, Thorold, and 
Welland, by giving a re-
hearsal of a few pieces, 
in the Central Telephone 

Office. They were repeatedly encored by their distant 
audiences, and almost transferred the rehearsal into a 
concert.”        

Don Anger in his book, The Age of Sail, wrote “Port 
Colborne’s first conference call in the new Age of Com-
munications had just taken place!”

The central telephone busi-
ness remained as part of the 
West Street store but changed 
hands several times. Mr. E. R. 
Highet of Coburg  bought the 
store in 1895 and ran it until 
1901, when O. C. N Kanold, 
who ran a similar store on the 
east side of the canal,  com-
bined the two businesses in 
the Hopkins Block.

The old hand-crank tele-
phones were finally replaced 
in 1925. 

New equipment was in-
stalled in Bell’s new quarters at the corner of Clarence 
and King Streets. A new building was constructed in 
1942, at 94 Clarence St., to house equipment for the new 
dial system.

CAROLE BLACK 
BRISLEY
Friends of Roselawn 
historian, secretary, 
editor, Showboat 
Theatre liaison, ambas-
sador extraordinaire

HERITAGE
HIGHLIGHTS

Exciting ‘firsts’ in Port Colborne
In 1880s, everyone went to Cuddon’s Jewellery Store 
to make calls, be part of telecommunications revolution
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The Mechanic’s Institute was es-
tablished in Glasgow, Scotland, 

in 1821, to provide adult education, 
particularly in technical subjects, to 
working class people.    

The idea spread around the world, 
and in 1876, the first such Institute 
was established in Port Colborne,  
headquartered in the Town Hall. 

Its meetings were for “the purpose 
of debate or general literary exer-
cise,” as well as to provide a place 
for a number of books.

A grant of $200.84 from the Bureau 
of Agriculture resulted in “a storm of 
debate” as to how the money should 
be spent. A committee was formed to 
select books, with suggestions from 
the members.

The library was open Friday eve-
nings, 7 to 8 pm, for paid members. 
The first Librarian was the Rev. J. 
Fletcher.

The Mechanics Institute library 
was moved on several occasions but 
returned to the Town Hall in 1887. 
On Nov. 11, 1887 the Telegraph re-
ported. “Mechanic’s Institute:  Public 
interest in good reading is evidence 
of an intelligent community.  If that 
be so, Port Colborne is to the fore.”    
More than 100 members enrolled for 
a subscription fee of 25 cents.

A new board of directors met in 
1895, and decided to make “a de-
termined effort to pull the Institute 
out of its lethargy ... If success at-
tends the enterprise, the institute will 
be moved into other quarters and a 
reading room fitted up.”     

By March there were more than 
enough names on the membership 
roll to get a government grant, and 
100 new volumes were ordered.

‘Interest in reading a sign of intelligent community’ 
Port Colborne to the fore with first library in 1876

The Tribune announced May 10, 
1895:  “It’s Public Library now – not 
Mechanic’s Institute.”

Many felt the village council 
should be asked for an annual grant 
for maintenance,  and that the village 
should take over the library.

“If this were done, the library and 
reading room would then be free to 
all citizens.  It is essentially an insti-
tution for the masses.”

The new public library opened in 
April 1896 in Mr Highet’s General 
Store on West Street—a combina-
tion confectionery, stationary store, 
and telephone exchange. When the 
library was added, Mr. Highet was 

librarian, with an annual salary of 
$45. 

The library board reported in Octo-
ber 1896, that “206 borrower’s tick-
ets had been issued and that since 
June 1, more than 800 volumes had 
been taken from the library.”

In 1897, the library was moved to 
rooms adjoining Brown’s Drug Store 
on the corner of West and Clarence 
Streets. The Tribune reported Nov. 
27, 1897, that “the reading room is 
very small, but is only an experi-
ment. The room is not for loafers, 
but for those who wish a quiet place 
to read.”   

By the following May of 1898, it 
was realized that the experiment was 
not a success and so,  “The reading 
room section of the public library 
has been closed owing to lack of 
patronage. The premises are being 
renovated and will be utilized as an 
ice cream and soda parlor.”

By Dec. 1899 the renovations were 
complete and the public library of-
ficially reopened in Brown’s Drug 
Store .  It would spend many years as 
a well-established institution on the 
corner of West and Clarence Streets.

GREETINGS 
IN ALL SEASONS

We’d now be in the throes 
of planning the Christmas 

Makers’ Market if 2020 was 
a ‘normal’ year. And we’d be 
celebrating seasonal events, 

such as carving pumpkins 
like this past contest winner, 

with Tim Kennedy and Kate 
Williams. Keep yourselves 
safe and healthy, all, so we 

can celebrate together.
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Dysania—The condition of 
finding it difficult to get out 
of bed in the morning.

There have been mornings when 
dysania has overtaken me. 

Luckily, they have been few and 
far between. 

Artists are, as a rule, solitary 
workers. We hide in our studios 
and emerge at the end of the day 
with a whaddaya-think look on our 
faces as we shyly hold out our day’s 
endeavour. 

I have created and read and stud-
ied and created again but haven’t 
done much whaddaya-think. 

I have found that I miss people. 
So, I am happy to report that I will begin teaching again. 

Out in the world. Slowly at first—they told us seven to 12 
people in the room with appropriately placed circles and ar-
rows, with piles of cleaning wipes in case we get it all wrong

And we will get it all wrong—the artists I mean. We will 
get it wrong like everyone will at first. But it’s ok. 

We just want to create, and talk to anyone that likes the 
same stuff we do. We are going to bump into each other and 
get excited about a new technique or a shiny new thingama-
bob just like everyone does -- and that’s ok.  As the teacher, 
I will be gesticulating madly drawing my circles and arrows 
and hoping I remember all the “new stuff,” and that’s ok too. 

Then, just like everyone else, we will get a chance to say 
whaddaya-think again, slowly, cautiously, and with care for 
our friends. Artists aren’t so different from other people. In 
fact, we are all very much alike.

But will a new dysania overtake me? 
What am I going teach all those people?

Out of solitary, 
back to teaching 
... at last

CHRIS SUMMERHAYES
Friends of Roselawn 
Centre board member, 
artist, art teacher, art 
columnist

FROM THE 
ART ROOM



Friends of Roselawn Centre Fall 2020 Newsletter   7

Artist spotlight
By Chris Summerhayes

We continue to weather the Covid-19 storm, yet we 
strive to return to our normal day to day lives. 

My friend and fellow artist Wendy Malowany, from 
Wainfleet & Area Artists, has decided to jump out with 
paint.

Wendy has been a professional artist for more than 20 
years, and she draws much of her inspiration from her 
eight-acre hobby farm in Wainfleet. 

I know Wendy as a painter, which she says is her favou-
rite medium, but like most artists, she has been known to 
branch out. I would say her style is expressive realism, 
focusing mainly on architecture, animals, landscapes 
and nature for her inspiration. 

Wendy has decided to again offer her Paint Your Pet 
Workshops— not in person, as usual, but online. What a 
creative and interactive way to bring painting to people. 
If anyone can do it, I know Wendy can. Just a quick visit 
to her farm to get your supplies and then you will be 
good to go. 

Don’t worry if you miss the class in October; check out 
Wendy on Facebook to find the next one, or to set up a 
paint party for your next family zoom meeting. 

Even though we are emerging from our Covid caves, 
let’s not return to life like ravenous bears just out of 
hibernation. Be more like a chicken, pecking at a few 
things on the ground, always ready to scurry back if need 
be. 

Not the best analogy, but I’m sure you know what I 
mean. Keep safe, and keep your distance too. 

Emerge from your covid cave, 
paint your pet with Wendy

DID YOU KNOW ...?
Roselawn is known as a Second Empire mansion, an archi-
tectural style originating in mid-19th Century France during 
the reign of Napoleon III. 

Look for these features of the Second Empire style: the tower, 
the bay windows, the mansard roof, dormer windows and 
decorative brackets.

The grounds at Roselawn were professionally designed in 
1935, and included a fountain, a fish pond, and a gazebo. The 
water feature was restored 81 years later, in 2016, by a team 
of Friends of Roselawn volunteers, led by Pat Bowman, and 
city Community Services and Public Works staff. Neighbours 
and visitors often relax in the park-like setting, and enjoy the 
beautiful rose garden which surrounds the fountain, and pond. 
You can enjoy photographs of this, and other projects, by visit-
ing our website friendsofroselawn.org
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RECOGNIZE ANYONE?
When Canada celebrated its 150th back in 2017, 
Niagara was designated a Culture Capital of 
Canada. Special cultural events were coordinated 
and celebrated across the region, including at 
Roselawn. Music, art, and hands-on creative 
workshops were led by the people featured here, 
wrangled for this photo by Heidi Grzesina.

Next Roselawn renaissance 
underway, assures Port mayor
Like the proverbial cat with 

nine lives, Roselawn con-
tinues its evolution, from farm 
homestead and grand manor, to 
militia HQ, to its current personi-
fication as a city-owned asset: our 
local centre for arts & culture.

Roselawn was the temporary 
armoury for the Lincoln Welland 
Regiment until it was sold by his 
grandfather to the Port Colborne 
Club when Mayor Bill Steele was 
a boy. Three generations before 
he was born, it was the centre of 
the Steele farm, which stretched 
from Steele and Killaly Streets 
over to Rosemount Avenue.

The mayor shared stories passed down through genera-
tions of Carters and Steeles in a telephone interview in 
early October. He also shared praise and encouragement  
for the Friends of Roselawn, and his assurance for future 
investment as new.

Mayor Steele has not only his personal family connection 
with Roselawn, he has appreciation and respect for arts and 
culture as a driver for economic development: he was part 
of the Arts Port Colborne initiative, way back in the 1990s. 

He supported Showboat Festi-
val Theatre in its fledgling days, 
and is proud to see it flourish, 
as it has seen its own evolution, 
now as part of Lighthouse Festi-
val Theatre of Port Dover. Light-
house/Showboat has taken on the 
management of the theatre side 
of Roselawn, (the former curling 
rink). The city maintains the man-
sion, the “old house,”  intending 
to incorporate a business incuba-
tor, in development, with the cultural exhibits and events 
familiar to us all. Interior renovations are being planned.

All was slated to move forward earlier this year, until the 
pandemic put a halt to all public gatherings and events.

Mayor Steele, city council, and city staff, are now faced 
with the challenges of making the most of all municipal as-
sets in a post-Covid19 world. 

“We are extremely proud, and fortunate, to have the facil-
ities we have in Port Colborne,” the mayor said. “Because 
we have Roselawn, we have live theatre, big bands on the 
lawn, every important Canadian author over the past 25 
or 30 years has been here. Roselawn is an important asset 
for our community, and it is a major draw for people from 
across the region, and southern Ontario.”

MAYOR BILL STEELE 

GAIL TODD
Friends of Roselawn 
board member, event 
coordinator, newsletter 

INSIDE 
SCOOP


