
S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

Roselawn: A Portrait in Six Panels, from the 2012 Canada Cultural Capital/Niagara events held in the mansion and theatre. Dozens 
of guests each painted their part, a four-inch by four-inch square set out on a grid on each canvas. Each participant, ranging in 
age from eight to 80-something, painted their square to match the grid, from the photo to the canvas. It was one of many hands-on 
projects coordinated by local and regional artists and arts businesses, to promote the arts in all its forms. After years on public 
display, it is now part of a private collection, much beloved by the Boitor family of Port Colborne. Andrea and Rob met while work-
ing at Roselawn, and were married there. Roselawn means so much to them, and now to their daughter Catharine, too.

FRIENDS OF ROSELAWN CENTRE

Members, friends raise $4k in art auction
What started as a simple shout-out to friends—if there 

was any interest in participating in an online auction—
turned into 40 artists/artisans donating art and artful things, 
seen by 8,150 people on Facebook Feb. 5 to 14, bid upon by 
hundreds of people from across Ontario (and Boston, Mass.) 
raising just shy of $4,000 for Friends of Roselawn Centre. 
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FORC fundraising efforts further the group’s cause to sup-
port and promote arts and culture in Port Colborne, and to 
participate in the restoration and renovation of the historic 
mansion, owned and operated by the City of Port Colborne.

“We were thrilled with the buzz for the event, and with the 
results,” said FORC board member Gail Todd, who coordinat-
ed the event with Liz Elder, Glenda Buck, and Chris Summer-
hayes. Some artists accepted 50 per cent of the winning bid, 
while others donated every dollar. Items sold for $10 to $450. 
All but two of the 52 pieces sold. “They were just as wonder-
ful, they simply did not find the right buyer,” Gail said. “We’ll 
include them in the next auction event, where we expect to 
more than double the reach of participants. People have asked 
already, when’s the next one?”  
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Carole Black Brisley
Friends of Roselawn

It was with great sadness we learned of the recent 
passing of Don Gram.

It is my honour to share some thoughts about 
Don for our newsletter; however, I find that Don 
and his wife, Lisa (who passed away last year) are 
quite inseparable in my memories. The quiet, wel-
coming atmosphere of their store, Crew’s Quarters, 
drew many of us back time and again to enjoy their 
gentle presence.

This issue carries excerpts from a series about 
the history of Showboat. While I was writing it 
some years ago, Don and Lisa very kindly met 
me after business hours. We sat around a big table 
at the back of the store as they shared fascinating 
memories of Port Colborne and the founding of 
Showboat Festival Theatre in the 1980s. Don was 
Chairman of the first Board of Directors. When I 
joined the Board in 2008, I soon learned that Don 
and Lisa were among the theatre’s most important 
supporters. They could be counted upon to pur-
chase ads in our programs and help with promo-
tions. There was always room at the front desk for 
my piles of brochures and playbills.

Don and Lisa were also major supporters of the 
Canadian Authors’ Series at Roselawn. I remember 
being at Crew’s Quarters when boxes of books by 
the current guest speaker arrived, soon to be de-
livered to Roselawn for sale after the presentation. 
There were always shelves of books by previous 
authors on display in the store as well.

I looked forward to the times when Lisa and I (a 
former kindergarten teacher) would slip into the 
book corner and chat about our favourite authors 
and illustrators of children’s literature, and the 
importance of reading to little people—a meeting 
of hearts and minds I still treasure.

Don and Lisa will be remembered fondly and 
missed by so many people. It is so comforting to 
see that Crew’s Quarters and their commitment to 
the Arts are carried on by their niece, Lesley and 
her husband Westley—a fitting legacy for two very 
special citizens of Port Colborne.

Members of the board, friends share memories of the ‘loveliest people’

Don and Lisa Gram at Talwood Manor during a special soiree in 
2014 to celebrate author and national humour columnist William J. 
Thomas. Lisa and Don had been with Bill through two decades of the 
Canadian Authors’ Series at Roselawn. Weeks before authors were 
to arrive in Port Colborne, the Grams sold the books from their store 
on West Street, so the audience was prepared. They did not miss a 
single author event at Roselawn, or a single Showboat production.
Lisa died March 31, 2020. Her beloved Don died March 28, 2021. 
They were retired teachers and business owners (two stores on 
West Street along the Welland Canal). They were active volunteers 
and supporters of West Street Merchants, Port Colborne Downtown 
Business Improvement Area, Showboat Festival Theatre, Canadian 
Authors’ Series, Friends of Roselawn Centre. Don was a member of 
POCOMAR, Port Colborne’s marine safety unit, and he taught safe 
boating courses many years through the Power Squadron.

Gail Atkinson Todd
Friends of Roselawn

The world lost two of its finest people: Lisa on the last 
day of March 2020, and her husband Don almost a 

year to the day later, in 2021. 
Memories of their kindnesses and years of support flooded 

my mind as tears filled my eyes. One of those steps of grief, 
denial, wouldn’t let me believe they could be gone. Not 
Lisa!, my inner voice shouted. And now, not Don! 

Continued on page 4
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CHAIR CHAT

ARLENE LESSARD
FORC chair of board 
of directors

Hello Spring! A delight to the senses, spring brings us brighter mornings, longer evenings, 
budding trees and spring flowers. And that brings us a sense of a new beginning and renewal. 

Just as we, the Friends of Roselawn Centre Board of Directors, look at new opportunities to pro-
mote our community arts and culture, we are having discussions with our city hall liaison, Donna 
Kalailieff, Ward 1 city councillor, Stephanie Powell Baswick, curator/director of Port Colborne 
Historical and Marine Museum, and Greg Higganbotham, the city’s new tourism coordinator. 

Meeting via Zoom, we are discussing our options on how to effectively communicate with our 
municipal leadership in a formal fashion, whether it be through a liaison, or as a board, or a com-
mittee of council. It is an exciting time to lay a solid foundation in collaboration with city hall, 
which owns Roselawn.

On another note, kudos to Gail Todd and her crew of Liz Elder, Glenda Buck and Chris Sum-
merhayes for completing a successful online art auction.

So, it’s time again to get outside and enjoy the blue skies, and stop by the Roselawn gardens, 
enjoy the view, savour the serenity and peaceful gardens this Spring.

In gratitude and appreciation, 
Arlene Lessard, chair

Spring brings new, improved connections

Even our trees 
are artful
Not a common tree for our area, the Cryptomeria 

japonica at Roselawn is a unique and artful beau-
ty. Commonly known as Japanese cedar, or sugi, it 
is a slender, pyramidal, evergreen conifer with tiered 
horizontal branching, slightly pendulous at the tips. 

The regal cedar at the southeast corner of the man-
sion was perhaps planted a few feet too close to the 
mansion, as its inherent pyramid shape is somewhat 
altered, having to adapt to its surroundings since be-
ing planted some 25 to 30 years ago.

There is no plaque marking the tree, but Roselawn 
was dedicated in 1993 by the Local Architectural 
Advisory Committee, now known as Heritage Port 
Colborne. Roselawn was the Port Colborne Club at 
that time, sold to city hall in 1996, which is around 
the time the former parks and rec manager recalls the 
tree planted by Ben Hasselman, founder of Hasselman 
Nurseries.

Japanese cedars can live more than 600 years, and 
grow 150 feet tall. Their short, shiny needles, soft to 
the touch, are an eye-catching shade of blue-green, ar-
ranged in spirals pointing toward the tip of the stems, 
like foxtails. The foliage bronzes in winter. The wood 
is fragrant, waterproof, light and resilient. The ma-
hogany bark peels off in long strips, making the tree 
ornamental all year long. 

The Japanese cedar at Roselawn is one of many magnificent trees 
on the east lawn, a splendid little park maintained by the City of Port 
Colborne and volunteers. Are you ready to pitch in this spring?
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TREASURER’S
REPORT

GLENDA BUCK CPA
FORC director, 
treasurer, membership 
committee chair

Continued from page 2
It was a only few days before we launched The Leader 

[weekly newspaper] in 1996 when Lisa Gram called to 
ask if I was an Atkinson related to Joan, who grew up in 
Niagara Falls. 

“Why yes, I am her niece,” I said to the soft-spoken 
gentle voice at the other end of the line. She is my father’s 
sister. “We boarded together, while we went to teacher’s 
college in London,” she said. “I was Lisa Badger then.”

“I’ll be right there,” I said,  jumping up from my desk in 
the office on King Street (next to the former Bert Johns’ 
Shoe Store). I walked the alley to West Street to Captain’s 
Cabin, [now the site of 270-Degrees West ladies cloth-
ing store], to meet the woman who studied with my Aunt 
Joan back in the 1960s.We reminisced, laughed, shared 
stories of family, and shared history. I became a regular 
customer —bought a Know Your Ships book every year— 
Lisa and Don bought ads in the paper every week, for as 
long as we owned the paper.

Lisa and Don had two stores then, Captain’s Cabin, and 
Crew’s Quarters, across from the Pilot House on West 
Street, almost next to Minor Fishery. They’d opened the 
first store in 1989, the first nautically-themed gift shop on 
the street. They saw the potential of the little street along 
the canal. With Don’s love of ships, and Lisa’s love of 

books, they were prac-
tically retail visionar-
ies, leading the way on 
what became a tourist 
destination.

Sue Workman 
worked in the store(s) 
with the Grams for 
18 years. “I could 
not have had better 
employers,” she said. “I counted them as my friends and 
valued mentors.” Don was always ahead of the trends, 
she said, choosing items for the store a year or two before 
they became huge “must-haves,” such as chimineas, fire 
pots with those gel cannisters, and floor mats made from 
recycled plastic bags. They carried made-in-Canada cloth-
ing lines, long before others did. “Don and Lisa knew ev-
eryone, and people loved to come in and chat with them. 
They were both so well-respected. They did so much 
for Port Colborne.” They served on committees and-or 
supported Showboat, Canadian Authors’ Series, Tugboat 
Santa, Art Crawl, the museum, library, BIA, Pocomar, 
Port Cares, Santa’s Helpers and so many others.

As Don needed more time to take care of Lisa, who 
struggled with Alzheimer’s, their niece Lesley Stratford 
and her husband Westley took over Crew’s Quarters. They 
cherish the history, and carry on the savvy yet gentle style.

Hello members of Friends of Roselawn Cen-
tre! Happy Spring!

We had a really fun experience with our first 
online art auction and are happy to report the 
event raised $3,880! 

We are so grateful for the talented artists and 
artisans who participated by donating a portion  
or all of the auction sales of their beautiful 
work. We had wonderful feedback from every-
one letting us know how much they enjoyed 
bidding, commenting, and sharing the event.  

What a great way to bring everyone together 
with the goal of raising funds to help maintain 
Roselawn as a centre for arts and culture.  

Special thanks to coordinators Gail Todd and 
Liz Elder for all their efforts.

We are continuing our efforts to work with 
the city to determine the development and 
appropriate redesign of the interior of the 
heritage home.  

There’s lots to be done but we are so happy 
to know we have the tremendous support of 
our members, especially during these difficult 
times.  Your support builds our confidence to 
move forward to make sure we are doing our 
best to support Roselawn Centre, and we look 
forward to the day when everything opens 
back up again

To become a member or donate, please 
make your cheque payable to The Friends of 
Roselawn Centre.  Please note on your cheque 
that you provide permission to publish your 
name or company name. Please mail to Box 
281, Port Colborne ON  L3K 5W1.  

You can also donate through Paypal, e-trans-
fer to friendsofroselawn@gmail.com or online 
at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/
friends-of-roselawn-centre/  

Your support, your dollars
keep us going for Roselawn

Annual membership
Individual ...................$15
Couple .......................$25

Family ........................$30
Life ...........................$100
(no annual reminders!)

Give the gift 
of Roselawn

Remembering Don & Lisa Gram
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As the Spring and Summer seasons of 
2021 approach, we anxiously wait for 
news of our beloved Showboat Theatre.      
We can be sure Derek Ritschel, our 
imaginative and dynamic artistic direc-
tor, is working hard on our behalf.   

Showboat has weathered hard 
times before and like the Phoenix, 
will rise again.

It is the perfect time to revisit the 
history of our theatre, and remind our-
selves how very lucky we are to have 
professional theatre in Port Colborne, in 
our Roselawn Centre for the Arts. 

I have reworked a series of articles I 
wrote a few years ago for the Showboat 
theatre programs. They have also ap-
peared on the Showboat website. Here 
is a look back through time to where it 
all began.

In the 1980s, Port Colborne was going 
through a difficult period of economic 
decline and high unemployment. Shops 
were closing and our historic West 
Street was mostly derelict with many 
boarded up buildings.   As one means of 
alleviating the situation, a government 
economic program injected funds into 
the area by supporting professional the-
atre in Port Colborne.

A group of citizens formed a board of 
directors with Don Gram as chair, and 
Charles Salmon representing the gov-
ernment program.  Dr. Doug MacDon-
ald holds the distinction of naming the 
fledgling theatre “Showboat.”

In many ways, the story of Showboat 
is also the story of its artistic directors.  

Each one came to us from  an exten-
sive background in theatre and brought 
with him a unique personal vision for 
Showboat. We became a magical amal-

gam of all of their goals and achieve-
ments.

The journey began in 1987 with Dean 
Tedesco as artistic director.

Three comedies were produced in the 
first season  with tickets selling for $7  
and subscriptions for $15.

Performances took place in the au-
ditorium of Lockview Secondary 
School  (now Lake-
shore Catholic High 
School) and set in 
motion the Showboat 
tradition of summer 
laughter  and fun.

In 1988, Blake 
Heathcote became 
artistic director and 
remained with the 
company until 1997.  
He had already di-
rected more than 100 
productions in Eng-
land, USA, and Can-
ada before coming to 
Port Colborne. Under 
Heathcote, Showboat 
become known for its work in creating 
new scripts that featured humour.  He 
went on to write many comedy reviews 
and plays that premiered on our stage.

Undoubtedly , however, his most sig-
nificant contribution to Showboat was 
his mandate to change the way people 
watch a play. While working at the Ste-
phen Joseph Theatre-in-the-Round in 
North Yorkshire, England, he conceived 
the idea of creating this extremely inti-
mate form of theatre in Port Colborne.

1994 marked the beginning of a three-
year transitional period as the disused 
curling rink at Roselawn was trans-
formed into a theatre space.     

Shows were then presented in the 
main dining room, cabaret style, with 
chairs and small tables. According to the 
1994 brochure, it created an “intimate 
theatre where no seat is further than 20 
feet from the stage.  The theatre is fully 
licensed, and sumptuous food is avail-

able at the on-site restaurant.”    
Theatre-in-the Round became a real-

ity in 1997. Promotional material from 
this time exudes optimism, excitement 
and pride in Roselawn as the home of 
Showboat Festival Theatre.

Burton Lancaster was artistic direc-
tor from 1998 to 2003.   His theatre ca-
reer began in his native England with 

such companies as The Royal 
Court and the Old Vic. After 
extensive touring in Britain 
and Europe,  he came to Can-
ada to work at Expo 67.  He 
stayed on to work in Canadi-
an cities from coast to coast.

Lancaster soon established 
a Showboat tradition of end-
ing (and sometimes also be-
ginning) each season with an 
original musical revue.   In his 
own words:  “I think it’s good 
to open and close with a mu-
sical ... it makes for an upbeat 
season.”     

These shows – nine in all – 
included  Lullabye of Broad-

way,  Blue Suede Shoes, and  Pretty 
Woman. They always took audiences on 
a trip down memory lane and sent them 
home happily humming the tunes.    

There was much more than music dur-
ing these years: the playbills included an 
adaptation of Misery by Stephen King, 
Educating Rita,  the award winning Salt 
Water Moon and Affections of May by 
Norm Foster.

 Many distinguished Canadian actors 
returned year after year to Showboat for 
the pleasure of working in the unique 
and challenging in-the-round format.

In the next issue of the FORC news-
letter, I will continue the Our Showboat 
feature.  

We’ll meet artistic directors  David Sa-
voy, Thom Currie, and Derek Ritschel.

And, like you, I’ll be dreaming of the 
time we’ll meet again in the theatre at 
Roselawn.

Oh to enjoy, applaud live theatre again

OUR SHOWBOAT

CAROLE BLACK 
BRISLEY
Friends of Roselawn 
Showboat Theatre 
liaison, ambassador

A look back at how it all 
started at Showboat 
Festival Theatre

email us: friendsofroselawn@gmail.com
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Esa Nieminen: 50 years a full-time artist
My art now has more of a modern touch,” says Esa Ni-
eminen. “I still enjoy landscapes, but now I paint in a non-
traditional, modern style. My abstracts, too, have a modern 
touch.”

Esa began painting at the age of 18 and never really 
looked back. “I really only had myself, and then later on 

my girlfriend, (now his beauti-
ful wife Maila) to support back 
then. We had fun. You would 
do a show and someone would 
come and buy four, five, or six 
pieces, to decorate their home.” 
His early paintings were a more 
traditional style. Landscapes 
and some commissions support-
ed Esa in the early days. 

Today it is not unusual to get 
a call from someone who is 
cleaning out the family home 
and wondering about the value 
of the Esa paintings they grew 
up with on the walls. And often, 
once they find out Esa is teach-
ing, they become students.

Esa is not restricted to any 
size or style. 

“There is always a painting in 
progress, or I might start some-

thing completely new. I try to have an overall plan of what I 
am going to paint, but sometimes when I feel spontaneous, 
I just start painting. In the beginning, I might have some 

idea what I will paint, but at the end, the painting might be 
totally different from what I had in mind when I started. 
Sometimes I create textured, raised effects on a painting. 
I apply thick paint with rough brush strokes, creating an 
interesting, dynamic texture on a painting. 

“My styles and techniques have always been versatile. 
My artwork covers a wide spectrum of subjects from tran-
quil landscapes to city and marine sceneries.”

Many of Esa’s new works are painted on aluminum. “This 
began back in the late 1970s and early ’80s when copper 
was cheap, and painting on copper became the thing to do. 
Today it’s way too expensive to use copper, so I switched 
to aluminum. 

“When it comes down to it, it is really just a surface to 
paint on, and a preference for the kind of surface you like.”

Esa teaches from his home studio in Port Colborne. He 
says many of his students today are the baby-boomers who 
bought his work in the ’70s and ’80s. 

“It’s come full circle. They enjoyed art enough to seek 
out artists to buy from, and now they want to create the art 
they like themselves. Classes are always going on so it’s 
best to check the website to see what’s coming up. (esas-
tudioart.ca) 

Esa says he teaches more traditional art these days but is 
always willing to teach a class in abstract/modern style if 
students are interested. 

“I seem to always have returning students.”  What bet-
ter endorsement could you have when looking for a great 
teacher.

Esa currently exhibits with the Visual Arts of Welland 
and at his home studio in Port Colborne. 

Visit him on the web at esastudioart.ca

Canal Days painted on aluminum by Esa Nieminen of Port Col-
borne. There is nothing Esa can’t paint. He’s made his living, and 
his life, as an artist and instructor across Canada and USA.

FROM 
THE ARTIST’S
CORNER

CHRIS SUMMERHAYES
FORC board member, 
art columnist, artist, 
art teacher

follow us on Facebook: Friends of Roselawn Centre 



Friends of Roselawn Centre SPRING 2021 Newsletter   7

1837 - 1901
For much of the 19th Century, the majority of 
Port Colborne residents had known no other 
sovereign than Queen Victoria, who reigned  
from 1837 to1901.  

In her honour, many streets were named for 
members of the Royal Family. Port Colborne 
itself was named for the Queen’s representa-
tive in Upper Canada, Lieutenant-Governor Sir 
John Colborne.
ADELAIDE STREET was named for Victoria’s 
Aunt Adelaide who was married to her uncle,  
William IV. When he died in 1837, Victoria be-
came Queen.
VICTORIA STREET was named for the Queen’s mother,  Victo-
ria of Saxe-Cobourg, the Duchess of Kent.

KENT STREET was named for Victoria’s father, 
the Duke of Kent.
CHARLOTTE STREET was named for Victoria’s 
grandmother, Charlotte of Mecklenburg, who was 
the wife of George III.
CLARENCE STREET was named for Victoria’s 
uncle, King William IV, Duke of Clarence.
KING STREET was named much later,  in honour 
of Victoria’s son,  King Edward VII.
CARTER and FIELDEN STREETS remind us of 
the longtime residents of our Roselawn mansion. 
Lewis G. Carter married Mary Fielden Scholfield 

on Sept. 16, 1851, thus uniting two of Port Colborne’s influential 
families. Lewis died in 1894. 
(Compiled by FORC historian Carole Black Brisley)

DID YOU KNOW ...?

Two of the most popular pieces in our Facebook auction in February: Bernie 
Sanders, crocheted by Gillian MacKenzie of Port Colborne, and Bee IV, a 
mixed-media painting by Kelly Langley Davies, also of Port. There was non-
stop bidding on each of these, to all our delight, which made them highlights 
of our first online event. Bernie went up by $2 and $5 and $10 per bid, until 
on the last day, the winning bidder swooped in with $100 to win the day. The 
bids for the Bee, valued at $450, went in $10 and $20 increments, until the 
happy new owner won with a bid of $225. Congrats, and thanks, to all.

GOING ONCE, 
GOING TWICE,

SOLD!

email us: friendsofroselawn@gmail.com
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In the late 19th Century, 
people around the world had 
discovered the bicycle.    

Society was changed;  Port 
Colborne and Humberstone 
were no exceptions.   

Those who could not afford 
to purchase and keep a horse 
could now achieve exciting 
mobility and speed. 

Bicycles were everywhere, 
and with their popularity,  
some predictable consequenc-
es arose.   

One local newspaper report-
ed in 1898: “The residents of 
West Street are complaining 
a great deal of late about our 
city fathers not taking any ac-
tion in regard to enforcing the 
by-law regarding fast riding 

on the cement walk.”     
At the Port Colborne Council meeting, the matter of 

bicycles using the sidewalks was discussed, Councillor 
Lannan saying he had been passed on the sidewalk by 
“wheelists going easily at a rate of 12 miles an hour!”

A few years earlier, in the 1880s, the first home manu-
factured bicycles were produced at Neff & Misener’s ma-
chine shops. The Tribune noted on June 5, 1885:  “Neff 
& Misener’s bicycles are a success and are to be seen 
on our streets daily.” These were high-wheel “penny-
farthing” bicycles, named for the large front tire, likened 
to the size of a penny, compared to the tiny rear wheel, 
akin to the much smaller farthing. They were difficult 
and rather dangerous to ride.

The Neff company was in business for nearly two de-

cades  and  imported and sold cheaper high-wheelers as 
well. From 1895 until 1902 they also made and sold hun-
dreds of Neff “safety-bicycles” which looked much like 
today’s bikes.

The bicycle soon became a boon to summer tourism 
in Port Colborne. In July, 1890 the Telegraph reported:  
“Buffalo bicyclists are thick as the traditional flies in 
June.”

The Port Colborne-Humberstone Jubilee Bicycle Club 
sponsored bicycle races on Dominion Day 1898.  The 
same club took up subscriptions for the construction of a 
bicycle path to Welland in 1899 along the canal’s “heel 
path” —a century before the present path in the same 
location.   

During these same years of the late 1800s,  another new-
fangled wheeled contraption was making an appearance. 

Henry Ford had put together his first gasoline-powered  
horseless carriage in Detroit, and several companies in 
Buffalo were racing to construct their own automobiles 
in time for the 1901 Pan-American Exposition .

On July 6, 1900 the Tribune reported: “The first au-

Port Colborne 
on wheels

CAROLE BLACK 
BRISLEY
Friends of Roselawn 
historian, secretary, 
Showboat Theatre 
liaison, ambassador 
extraordinaire

HIGHLIGHTS 
FROM HISTORY

New modes of transport bring 
new challenges to city & citizens
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Gail Todd, director
Friends of Roselawn Centre

There are three vacancies on our 
Friends of Roselawn Centre 
board of directors: two of our 

directors have retired, after 10+ years 
of service; another former director 
is chasing a one-year-old daughter 
around the house, in addition to run-
ning two businesses from home.

What about you? Or, perhaps you 
know someone who’d like to join us. 
All you have to do is love Roselawn, 
have ideas, and be willing to pitch in.

Our board once met 10 times per 
year, but this past year we’ve met 
only quarterly, or as needed. This 
year we’ve met online, via Zoom, not 
in person. Our annual general meet-
ing is usually held every May.

Roselawn 
needs you

Former directors Pat Bowman 
and Heather Fenton

tomobile ever seen on the streets of 
Port Colborne arrived in town on 
Tuesday afternoon. The travellers, 
Dr. and Mrs. W.E. Upjohn, were 
making a trip from Kalamazoo, 
Mich., to Buffalo. The power was 
supplied by gasoline. While here, 
the carriage was taken down to Ben-
ton Neff’s foundry for some repairs.  
The automobile caused a great deal 
of interest.”

Within six months, Neff began 
automobile production. On Jan. 8, 
1901, the People’s Press reported: 
“Benton Neff is figuring on build-
ing a steam automobile, and if he has 
success, he may embark extensively 
in the manufacture of the machines. 
We wish Benton every success in his 
undertaking and hope to see a large 
factory here in the not very distant 
future.  He is a clever mechanic and 
is certain to meet with success.”

By Sept. 8, 1901: “A.H.Benton 
Neff has at last completed his au-
tomobile, and it is certainly a swell 
outfit.  Our citizens should be proud 
that such a superior automobile has 
been manufactured right in our vil-
lage and by one who was born and 
brought up here. It is pretty hard to 
put anything in the machine line be-
fore Mr. Neff that he cannot over-
come.”

Neff’s decision to make an auto-
mobile powered by steam rather than 
by gasoline had an important nega-
tive bearing on his ability to work 
towards large-scale production.

The Neff Steam Buggy is consid-
ered to be Ontario’s oldest existing 
automobile and Canada’s second 
oldest. It was the first Canadian man-
ufactured automobile to cross the 
border into the USA. Benton drove 
the car for more than 30 years!

For much more information, and to 
see the beloved steam buggy, visit Port 
Colborne Historical and Marine Museum, 
when it opens, of course.

Our pandemic-era workloads are sig-
nificantly less than we’re accustomed to, 
as we are not able to hold live events. 
We continue to engage with our partners 
in the arts, and with municipal leaders at 
city hall.

Please email your interest to our re-
cruitment chair Chris Summerhayes, 
chris@csummerhayes.com, or email 
friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

1847
DURHAM STREET was named for Lord Durham, who was sent as Governor 
General to British North America in 1838. His task was to discover the causes of 
discontent which led to William Lyon Mackenzie’s Rebellion in 1837. 
His 1839 Report on the Affairs of British North America, recommended Respon-
sible Government to give ordinary citizens a voice in the operation of govern-
ment. Lord Durham’s report was not formally recognized by the British govern-
ment until 1847.

ELGIN STREET was named for James Bruce, the eighth Earl of Elgin, who was 
Governor General of British North America from 1847 to 1854.  He was tasked 
with implementing Responsible Government after its approval by the British 
government. He upheld its basic beliefs and had a major effect on our nation’s 
history, and present way of life.

DID YOU KNOW ...?

visit our website: FriendsofRoselawn.org
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Creating a position to focus on post-pandemic 
recovery for so many local businesses owners 
who rely on tourists and summer residents was 
one of several proactive measures city council 
took when it passed its 2021 operating budget 
late November 2020.

Our Friends of Rose-
lawn group is especial-
ly impressed with the 
focus and attention paid 
by city hall to invest in 
a tourism coordinator, 
to work with local busi-
ness owners and stake-
holders (like us).

We were delighted 
to meet Greg Higgan-
botham via Zoom (one 
of the popular online 
meeting platforms) at our March board meeting.

Greg has great energy and a lot of great ideas, 
and we look forward to working with him in the 
months and years to come. 

It is no small feat to be a “tourism coordina-
tor”—everyone and their cousin has ideas what 
should or shouldn’t be done, or what should or 
shouldn’t be spent. We’ve all served on enough 
committees and boards to understand that to gar-
ner support for any one of a dozen ideas takes 
finesse, patience, and perseverance.

From city hall budget report
“Covid-19 has significantly impacted the busi-

ness community, including those who rely on 
tourism. Moving forward, a key objective is to 
create a new Economic Development and Tour-

City hall plans 
recovery, 
and that’s good 
for all of us
We’re excited about city’s
new tourism coordinator.
But there’s so much more

Art for all, all for art
To lift spirits, and make a positive contribution, Melissa Roberts 
of Spirit Space Port Colborne on Charlotte Street has been en-
dorsed by the Downtown BIA to pursue a public art project this 
summer, in which artists are invited to collaborate to present art 
in many forms. “We’re looking to build a bigger event in com-
ing years, but we’ll get started with something smaller this year, 
given all the restrictions.” Art installations will be displayed 
downtown and along the canal for people to enjoy daytime and 
after dark. Any ideas? We have some ideas for Roselawn, inside 
and outside. To be involved, please call Melissa at 905-708-6118.
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GAIL TODD
FORC director
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ism division focused on supporting lo-
cal businesses, and partnering with key 
stakeholders on resiliency and recovery 
initiatives, while attracting more resi-
dential growth, commercial and indus-
trial investment, and tourism.

Port led the way
Port Colborne was the first city in 

Niagara to pass a capital and operating 
budget. Among other recovery initia-
tives, the city extended the deadline for 
residents to pay municipal bills, such as 
property taxes, and water-wastewater 
bills.

More capital for non-profits
Another important measure: city hall 

will make available more funds to local 
non-profit organizations which directly 
benefit the citizens of Port Colborne and 
enhance their quality of life, especially 
during a pandemic. 

More support for mental health
City council and staff are mindful of 

the toll the pandemic has taken on men-
tal health and has directed funding for 
programs provided by Hospice Niagara 
and Pathstone Mental Health. 

More city jobs for young people
Just as our national and municipal 

leaders created jobs and make-work 
projects after the Second World War, the 
city is expanding the student placement 
program to create more opportunities 
for students to gain hands-on experience 
at a local municipality. 

By creating more student positions, 
the city is able to fill staffing needs 
among various departments, in a cost-
effective way.  

Stronger, safer IT
In order to maintain core programs 

and services at city hall, with attention 
to Covid-19 protocols, the city hired an 
additional Information Technology spe-
cialist and communications officer. 

As the pandemic continues to increase 
digital interactions, as well as the need 

for timely and accurate information, ad-
ditional staffing is required to ensure the 
city continues to provide exceptional 
customer service to residents. 

“It’s clear Covid-19 impacted the en-
tire city,” said Bryan Boles, director of 
corporate services. 

“When putting together this budget, 
we took into consideration the needs of 
the corporation and our residents. 

“We also know the pandemic has im-
pacted the community differently, so 
by providing flexibility to property tax 
payments, we’re hopefully alleviating 
stress to some of our residents.”

“We understand Covid-19 is evolv-
ing and ongoing,” said Scott Luey, the 
city’s chief administrative officer.  

Things change quickly 
“The budget presented to council 

outlined standard departmental needs 
that we usually anticipate yearly, but it 
also included Covid-related expenses 
that we’re predicting we will need. 

“We realize things change quickly 
and I’m confident the 2021 operat-
ing budget will allow us to navigate 
through the coming year with financial 
flexibility.” 

The 2021 operating budget was 
a collaborative effort by all depart-
ments, which included input from city 
council and staff. 

Staff advanced budget recommen-
dations to council after considering 
internal and external factors including 
understanding that the Covid-19 pan-
demic is ongoing, taxpayer affordabil-
ity, organizational financial flexibility 
and a desire to continuously improve 
levels of service, processes and orga-
nizational structures. 

“City council was impressed by the 
2021 operating budget presented,” 
noted Mayor Bill Steele. “We appreci-
ated staff’s approach to ensuring resi-
dent needs are being met, while clear-
ly identifying opportunities where we 
can save money.”

The show 
will go on
Josh Vail painted a series of 
Port Colborne landmarks and 
scenes based on photos of the 
landmarks and scenes by Chris 
DeLaat. You’ll recognize the Port 
museum, here, the former home 

of Arabella Williams, on King 
Street at Princess.
Readers will recall the story in 
the FORC Summer 2020 newslet-
ter when we shared the news of 
the collaboration between the two 
gifted Port Colborne men, and that 
when they were ready, Friends of 
Roselawn would present an ex-
hibit of the work, the images and 
the paintings, whether at a live or 
virtual /online show, pending pan-
demic restrictions. 
The show is still a go, in the Rose-
lawn mansion, but there’s a hitch: 
Josh’s work is far too popular! As 
soon as people see the paintings, 
they buy them! We’ve advised 
Josh—hinted, actually—do not 
show anyone the work, until the 
show goes on! Please check our 
website, or follow us on FB.

Follow us on Facebook: Friends of Roselawn Centre
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FORC board 
of directors
Arlene Lessard

Board of directors chair, 
social media committee lead

Carole Black Brisley
Director, secretary, historian, 

Showboat Festival Theatre liaison
Glenda Buck

Director, treasurer, 
membership committee lead

Donna Kalailieff
City council liaison

Chris Summerhayes
Director, arts committee lead

Gail Todd
Director, events, newsletter

We are ever grateful to our volun-
teers, who answer every call for help 
at events and all the  behind-the-
scenes efforts for Roselawn. 
There are three vacancies on our 
board, please consider joining us.

Ever said you’d write a book? These Port women did it

Carole Black Brisley, Monica Rose, and Lisa Gram, 
at Talwood Manor, celebrating 20 years of the Ca-
nadian Authors’ Series led by William J. Thomas. 
Talwood’s owner-operator, Judith Boroniec, was a 
sponsor and patron of the series, which was held 
six or seven times a year in the theatre at Rose-
lawn, across the street from the award-winning 
Bed & Breakfast. Many Canadian authors stayed at 
Talwood, and all of them met Lisa Gram, who sold 
hundreds of their books from her store, Crew’s 
Quarters on West Street.

Expressions of 
gratitude in art 

Small gestures can make huge impact—
like a painting on a window, a chalk 
mural on a brick wall, or on a sidewalk. 
We are all grateful for frontline and es-
sential workers, and many people have 
expressed that gratitude in creative 
thoughtful ways. 

It took 12 years 
of recalling, writ-

ing, rewriting, and 
fictionalizing stories 
from her childhood 

growing up on Cape 
Breton, cheered on 
by her five children 

and husband-best 
friend. Now, in 2021, 
MJ Dominey of Kent 
Street, Port Colborne, 

is not only an ac-
complished artist, but 

a published author. 
Her book, Through 
the Elephant Ears, 
is a collection of 14 

short stories, based on 
her protagonist Kat 

navigating the adventures and 
challenges of small-town life.  

Get yours at Amazon, or by 
calling 289-434-5053.

Gina  Collins Ramkis-
son of Port Colborne and 
Lindsay Rose of Thorold 
met every other Thusday 
for a year, to collaborate 

on a book, based on a 
dream they shared of 
a woman who moved 

from NYC back to her 
home in Georgia. Then, 

Covid. The collaboration 
continued by phone and 
email, until 2020, when 

they published their 
novel of Becky’s self-

discovery. Two novels, 
based on Becky and the 

characters, are to follow. 
Get your copy of Once 

Upon a Vision at Grant’s 

Gifts on West Street, or visit 
MyKoPublishing.com for 

background, interviews, and 
link to Amazon. 


