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We love you, our members
So we’re not chasing you to renew

There’s a catch ...
Glenda Buck, CPA
Treasurer and membership chair

As we are still unable to access Roselawn, 
we have decided to postpone our annual mem-
bership drive, which would normally be un-
derway at this time of year. So, we won’t be 
asking for your renewal until we can get back 

to running our shows, events and programming.  
Isn’t that great news?! 
Instead, we are asking each member to sign on one, two, or even 

three new members, in the hopes they’ll stick with us and become 
permanent, loyal members, just like you, by this time next year. 
What a super great birthday, anniversary or Christmas gift. (Hint 
hint.) Please email us, with the names and contact information of 
the relatives and friends you think will appreciate being part of 

such an auspicious team. The free renewal, and free new member-
ship, is for one year, only. Our Autumn Invitational Membership 
Special does not include lifetime memberships; those you may 
purchase now, or anytime, for anyone you’d like to give a lifetime 
of love for Roselawn.

The benefits of membership, as you know, include being part of 
something wonderful, preserving the gorgeous historic mansion, 
of course, while maintaining and creating a symbol of pride of our 
local culture and heritage. 

Membership fees keep our group going; yes, even when we’re 
not up and running as usual, it costs money to keep our not-for-
profit charitable organization alive and well. 

Members are rewarded with shop-local discounts around town. 
Members enjoy reduced admission pricing at FoRC events. And, 
one of the best reasons: only members receive this inspiring and 
informative quarterly newsletter, one for every season of the year.

It’s the best feeling, to know we, and you, are supporting Friends 
of Roselawn Centre, an important landmark in our city.  If it weren’t 
for the original members of FoRC, led by William J. Thomas, the 
building would have been sold years ago. We fought to keep it, and 
won, with the help of loyal supportive members, like you.

Currently we have 102 members, including 27 lifetime mem-
bers. We’ve come a long way since the original handful of 10. 
We want to continue the momentum.  We are so looking forward 
to getting back inside the building to present events to keep us all 
closer together. But from a social distance, of course. 

We miss seeing you! 
Cheers! n

1 year free
membership!

How can 2021 almost be over? Not that it’s not a bad thing
Gail Todd
Chair chat

You know that feeling of helplessness, use-
lessness, of being blue, because you can’t go 
anywhere, see anyone, or do anything? Be-
cause something beyond your control has con-
trolled everything for almost two years? 

Yeah. Me too. Many of us did, thanks to 
the global pandemic. Having mom in hospital 
most of the summer wasn’t helpful, either.

But then came September, mom came home, and friends Nancy 
Salvage and Nicole Ebert invited (challenged) me to join them as 
they planned to shave all their hair off, and raise money in doing 
so, for the Terry Fox Foundation. I set my goal at $1,000. Friends, 
relatives, and strangers contributed more than $5,500. That was a 
highlight of my year: the feeling of overwhelming gratitude. My 
hair will grow back. For many others, it did not, and will not.

Then, mid-October, as the leaves were falling and temperatures 
were dropping, another of our Canadian seasons coming to an end, 
I popped in to see the progress on the theatre side of the Roselawn 
centre, now wholly managed and directed by Lighthouse/Show-
boat. I was so inspired! My spirits were uplifted to see such effort 
and new hope going into so much work to welcome people back 
into the theatre. 

We’re eager to get going on our side of things, too, in the old 
house, still owned by the city, but now under the management of 
our museum director, and our Friends of Roselawn board. 

Any ideas? Join us. Write us. Share your ideas.
Mom always said, “the older we get, the faster time passes.” 

(Moms are always right.) She’s right about age, and time, and 
she’s right also, that our helplessness, our blues, our angst, is re-
solved by remembering the meaning of life is giving life meaning. 

I am so grateful for the support of my Terry Fox friends and 
contributors, my Friends of Roselawn colleagues, and the com-
munities, the families, we serve. n
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Arlene Lessard
Museum board liaison

Looking back on this 
past summer, Friends 
of Roselawn board 
members participated 
in the Port Colborne 
Historical and Marine 
Museum Digging for 

Roots project, by painting pots to represent 
cultural and heritage aspects of our com-
munity. 

Gail Todd and I submitted our creations: 
Gail painted flags of the countries of her 

family ancestry; I 
painted a recreation 
of the stained glass 
window of yellow 
roses at Roselawn, 
to represent the his-
tory of the grand 
manor we all love. 

All the pots and 
artistic submissions 

may be viewed on our website at friendso-
froselawncentre.org

Celebrating Canal Days, The Sea Shan-
ties’ musicians’ song renditions were re-
corded for virtual concerts on YouTube. 
They were marvelous, and you couldn’t 
help but sing along and play them again 
and again.

Stephanie Powell Baswick, manager-
curator of the Port Colborne Historical and 
Marine Museum is working on the 2022 
museum budget, and the Roselawn budget. 
Planning a slow, safe re-reopening at Rose-
lawn includes a building assessment, and a 
major cleaning.

There are seven museum board positions 
to be filled for 2022 (a three-year term).

Another interesting project at the mu-
seum is naming and labelling the trees at 
the museum. Roselawn would also benefit 
from labelling the magnificent trees on the 
lawn, to educate our visitors.

We extend our appreciation to the Mu-
seum Board and the City of Port Colborne 
for having us on board! n

n Museum musings

Loving our 
partnership

Curator is new director 
of museum and culture

Stephanie Powell Baswick
City of Port Colborne Director of Museum & Culture 

There have been some new developments in the next steps 
for the partnership of the Port Colborne Historical and Marine 
Museum and Roselawn Centre I’m excited to share with you.

In November, we will be starting to set up offices in the Rose-
lawn Centre. It will be wonderful to be getting settled on-site, 
preparing for the recovery of Roselawn so that the greater Rose-

lawn community can utilize the facility and enjoy its services once again.
In the newly created role of Director of Museum and Culture, I will be working 

under the museum’s Board of Management to ensure Roselawn’s long and short-
term plans are successfully developed and implemented. This will include high-
quality, relevant visitor experiences and supporting the Department of Museum and 
Culture’s goals and objectives. 

Another key part of this role will be coordinating with partners and championing 
Roselawn’s strategic initiatives. I am excited to work with FoRC, a group so dedi-
cated, thoughtful and passionate about the centre and its place in our community. 

Any future plans will be made with the goal of supporting the mandates of FoRC 
through policies, planning and a passion for arts, culture and community.

There will be a Strategic Planning meeting Nov. 20, facilitated by City CAO Scott 
Luey. The meeting will help to clarify the next steps for Roselawn Centre and will 
establish a well-defined direction for us to move towards together, ensuring Rose-
lawn is developed and supported in the best possible way as it continues to serve the 
community as a vibrant cultural centre. n

This summer, the City of Port Colborne celebrated diversity through the Dig-
ging for Roots community arts project. The event saw Port Colborne residents 
coming together to paint flowerpots inspired by their interpretation of the city’s 
diverse heritage. It was a fantastic day outside on the museum grounds, with live 
music by the Niagara Symphony Orchestra, and a broad range of enthusiastic art-
ists in attendance.

The event was locally funded with support from the Niagara Investment in Cul-
ture grant, which allowed for the purchase of all art and gardening supplies. 

Not only was it an opportunity for the participants to connect with one another 
and have fun, but it generated two elements that will continue to serve the commu-
nity as time goes on. The first is a series of historical fact sheets, with information 
researched via the museum archives and other regional museums and institutions. 
The fact sheets include details on many local groups and communities, including 
Black history, Indigenous history, and the history of a range of different local faith 
groups.

The second lasting element of Digging for Roots is created by the pots them-
selves. Many of these were distributed throughout the community—to churches, 
community groups, municipal buildings and parks—to be used and displayed for 
years to come. They’re part of a perpetual garden throughout our city, a lasting 
legacy to the resilience and creativity of our community heritage.

To see some of the pots— including those created by FoRC’s very own Gail 
Todd and Arlene Lessard!—visit https://friendsofroselawncentre.org/events/ n

Digging for roots: flowerpot arts project
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Map, and references from articles from the Wilson Archives  
with assistance from Dr Michelle Vosburgh n
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The second canal
By Carole Black-Brisley                     
Friends of Roselawn Historian

In our last issue 
we learned the 

first Welland Ca-
nal was completed 
in  1833 from Port 
Dalhousie to the 
newly named Port 
Colborne. 

The Feeder Canal 
from Port Maitland supplied extra water 
from the Grand River. A disastrous storm 
in 1844 washed away the original wooden 
piers, locks and harbour at Port Colborne. 
The canal was redesigned and was wid-
ened and deepened over a five-year period.

Port Colborne’s locks, piers and sea-
walls were rebuilt in stone.  The locks 
were built in a safer location halfway be-
tween Charlotte and Clarence Streets and 
were made of stone, hand-cut by European 
masons brought in for the task.  

Stone was cut from the escarpment, 
floated down the first canal and set in place 
by block and tackle. Extra water was then 
supplied from Lake Erie. The Feeder Ca-
nal from Port Maitland was also deepened 
and widened. To increase water levels, 
the banks were raised and new rows of 
stones were placed on the existing locks. 
It opened for traffic in 1845.

Many Irish immigrants flooded into 
the area in search of employment. By the 
Spring of 1842 the effects of the sudden 
increase of population was felt. With 5,000 
men in the canal area, food supplies be-
came scarce and riots broke out. The mi-
litia was called in and a corps of soldiers 
remained at Port Robinson until the canal 
improvements were completed. DeWitt 
Carter noted “riotous conduct and many 
faction fights became a serious matter to 
the contractors and peacefully disposed 
people along the line of the canal.”

Their work was incredibly dangerous.   
Nitroglycerin, an extremely unpredictable 
and volatile material, was the only product 
available for blasting out the bedrock at 
the time. Citizens of our little village were 
understandably concerned and fearful.

Few records are available for the earli-
est years but the following newspaper clip-
pings give a vivid idea of what life must 
have been like.                                  
• Telegraph, May 19, 1876: The people of 
Port Colborne learned 5,000 pounds of ni-
troglycerin had been brought into the har-
bour within sight of their doors, and was 
about to be unloaded and carted through 
their streets to be deposited within access 
of their back doors.
• Telegraph, Oct. 30, 1876:   On Monday 
last at 13 minutes to 4,  as we were sitting 
in our office in Welland, we were surprised 
by the windows suddenly and violently 
rattling. At the same time, the brick build-
ing was perceptibly trembling. This led 
to the belief that the nitroglycerin at Port 
Colborne had exploded and perhaps that 
village was badly damaged or destroyed. 
On reaching Port Colborne, all was one 
mass of confusion.                                                                                                                             
• Telegraph, Nov. 3, 1876: Terrific Explo-
sion at Port Colborne! One Man Blown 
to Atoms. The Shock Felt 30 Miles. 

About 60 men were employed in the 
construction of a stone pier or breakwall 
which extended 700 feet into Lake Erie 
with a lighthouse at the end.                                                                                                      
• Canada Gazette,  June 27, 1846: Light-
house Supplies. Sealed tenders will be 
received at this office from persons de-
sirous of supplying goods for the use of 
the Lighthouses or the Inland Waters of 
this Province. Port Colborne: 100 gallons 
oil, 12 dozen wicks, 15 pounds soap, 15 
pounds whiting, two chamois skins, one 
brush, four pounds putty. 

Lighthouse keeper James Fortier, was 
a well-respected veteran who had 

served in the provincial navy. He saw 
action in the War of 1812 when he was 
in charge of a gun boat and captured an 
American sloop laden with muskets, am-
munition and salt  which he brought to Fort 
Erie. He took part in many battles, and was 
with General Brock at the taking of De-
troit.  He was wounded in action in 1813 
and was taken prisoner for several months.                                                                                                                         
Sadly, in 1854, he was moved to write this 
letter to The Honourable Jean Cabot, (in 
part), “I have raised a large family and 
have yet a good part of them looking up to 
me for support. My salary as a lighthouse 

keeper is so small that I cannot support 
my family with the common necessities 
of life. My present situation is attended 
Spring and Fall at times at the risk of my 
life. I now most humbly beg leave to ask 
that you grant me an increase of salary for 
attending the two lighthouses of this Port. I 
acknowledge the honour of receiving from 
His Majesty a medal for my services at the 
taking of Detroit, but Hon. Sir, I feel I have 
not been remunerated in my old days with 
a situation that affords me a livelihood.”   

The records do not show whether his re-
quest was granted. He was the lighthouse 
keeper for our little village for 15 years. 

According to the St. Catharines Evening 
Journal, on Jan. 12, 1865, “he expired sud-
denly at about 2 o’clock, having been only 
a few moments before in good health.”           

In 1859, a wooden 5,000-bushel grain 
elevator was constructed on the east side 
of the harbour near the railway yard, built 
by the Welland Canal Railway Company. 
Since larger, heavily loaded ships could 
not navigate the canal locks, vessels com-
ing in from Lake Erie were “lightered.” 

A conveyer moved grain into the eleva-
tor. It was then loaded on to railway cars 
and moved to the other end of the canal 
at Port Dalhousie.  It was then transferred 
to ships in Lake Ontario. It also meant 
that grain could be transported during the 
winter months when the canal was closed. 
The north-south line of the Welland Ca-
nal Railway paralleled the length of the 
Welland Canal from Port Dalhousie to 
Port Colborne. By 1883, the Grand Trunk 
Railway had taken control of the line.

The second canal basically followed the 
route of the first canal. The entrance at Port 
Dalhousie was moved slightly eastward 
and then followed the first canal’s winding 
route through downtown St. Catharines.

The canal was moved west between St. 
Catharines and Merritton and a new route 
was cut up the escarpment. 

Each lock was 150 feet long, 26 feet 
wide, and nine feet deep.  The number of 
locks was reduced from 40 to 27. 

The tops of some of the stone-built locks 
of the second canal can still be seen from 
Mountain Locks Park, just off Mountain 
Street behind The Keg on Glendale Ave., 
St. Catharines. It has been estimated the 
cost of the second canal was $8-million. n

EMAIL US friendsofroselawn@gmail.com

The story of our waterway
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ghosts
Did we mention our

?
Lights turned off. Lights turned on.

Doors opened. Doors closed.

Creaking floorboards. Footsteps upstairs. Shadows in the window.

A sudden rush of air in a calm quiet space. The brush of a nudge against a sleeve.

Ghosts of Roselawn have stories to share. 
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FORC exclusive by Dave Sadonoja
Paranormal and Historical Association of Niagara 

Many old buildings have stories of strange happenings 
which seem to evade explanation; Roselawn is no different. 

Since the Paranormal and Historical Association of Niagara 
began investigations and ghost hunts at Roselawn back in 2015, 
our team learned of a long list of stories of unexplained happen-
ings within the Roselawn mansion and Showboat Theatre from 
people who access the building, past and present. During our 
time within the property, we have had the opportunity to not only 
validate these stories from the past, but also add to them.

During our first investigation 
of Roselawn and the theatre, 
we had three things happen 
which we could not explain. 

The team was moving 
through the building, making 
sure all the lights were turned 
off as our equipment works 
best in low to no light settings. 

Upon returning to the ramp 
leading to the theatre, we noticed the light at the end of the hall 
was turned on. No one else was in the building and we definitely 
did not turn the light on ourselves. We turned the light on and off 
a few times to see if maybe the switch was inadvertently placed 
between the on and off position or just not working properly but 
we noted no apparent cause. We then proceeded to investigate 
the theatre. 

While in the theatre, the team decided to split up and sit in dif-
ferent sections.  I sat in section B, seat 12. 

We performed an EVP (Electronic Voice Phenomena) session 
at the time and as we were wrapping up, I felt something pass 
behind me. There of course was no one there but I distinctly 
felt someone’s pant legs brushed against my shoulders as they 
walked behind me. 

After some exciting conversation about what just happened, 
we moved back upstairs to the reception room and planned what 
we were going to do next. 

I moved back into the bar area to send a text message to my 
wife when I noticed the door to the stairs leading to the theatre 
was propped open. The strange thing was that the whole team 
heard the door close behind them after we came up the stairs 

earlier. You can explain away a door closing on its own but ex-
plaining a self-closing door propping itself open is another story.

Within paranormal circles, there is a theory that spirits become 
more active when they become comfortable with those within a 
certain space. 

During one of our most recent Halloween events, we 
had just settled in for a session in what was once the 
master bedroom and began to talk about the history of 
the room. 

We asked if anyone was there with us if they could 
make their presence known. At that moment, a sound 
was heard in the hall outside the door of the room which 
sounded like footsteps. 

To ensure that it was not a normal house sound, like 
a settling floorboard, or a rodent, we asked whomever 

made the sound to do it again. 
At that moment, we again heard what sounded like footsteps 

walking from the top of the main staircase toward the room we 
were in.  At least seven distinct steps were heard by all the guests 
who were in the room at the time. We even caught the sound on 
the audio recording equipment. n

Paranormal and Historical Association of Niagara currently has five mem-
bers: Sue, Val, Rob, Duane and Dave. Each member brings a particular exper-
tise to the team. Since October 2015, we have been operating historical and 
ghost tours of Roselawn at a cost of $20 per person. Proceeds are all donated 
back to Roselawn. Tours usually take place around Halloween, but we have 
operated tours during other times of the year as well. 

Each session has a maximum of 30 guests and these guests are then split 
into groups of no more than 10. These smaller groups are then assigned a 
team member as a guide as the group investigates the home and learns about 
its history. 

The team cannot wait to get back into Roselawn and the Showboat Theatre 
and begin our tours again. We know the property, and we know those who 
continue to reside within its walls still have more to tell us. We hope to be back 
there soon to listen.  Happy Halloween everyone!  n

Roselawn spirits wander at will
We’re certain they’re missing 
guides and guests who come 
especially to see, hear, feel them?
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The newly designed Showboat reception area includes an art gallery, now 
featuring the exquisite work of Carole Black-Brisley, our talented and be-
loved historian and board secretary. 

A new box office! At last! A new box office! 
The space is fresh and new and bright and welcom-
ing; interior designed by Lighthouse/Showboat artistic 
director Derek Ritschel, who painted the joint almost 
singlehandedly in the covid months of spring/summer 

Behind the 

2021. The tradesmen followed, some of whom 
are also professional actors, such as Brad 
Austin, who was finishing the floor mid-October 
2021. Showboat runs its own show on the 
theatre side of the centre; the mansion side is 
now managed by the city’s director of museum 
& culture. We’re inspired!
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scenes

Tearing up the decades-old 
carpet in the former office space 

used for a few years by the city 
hall economic development, and 

then the special events team, 
was a big, bad, ugly job, but 

look at the beautiful new floor 
of the new reception/bar area 

for guests of Showboat Festival 
Theatre. The theatre is being 

transformed, as well, including 
installation of new spotlights for 
the stage, shown here in a photo 

by AD Derek Ritschel. All is in 
preparation for the first of two 
shows opening in November. 

Theatre people are multi-talented: not only is Brad Austin a 
professional actor (you’ll remember him in The Foursome, by 
Norm Foster) but he also knows his way around power tools.

Port High alum Colin Mahon moved back from Toronto to 
run Showboat’s new carpentry shop. Talk about full-circle: 
he earned high school community hours working behind the 
scenes for Showboat. Now he’s the skilled professional.
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Submitted by Showboat Festival Theatre
Showboat Festival Theatre is delighted to 

announce it is reopening the theatre—for the 
first  time in 19 months—for two productions 
in the late fall.

Performances will begin in November and 
run to the first week in December, with 72 
patrons for each performance, all seated so-
cially distanced.   

 “We have been waiting to welcome our 
patrons back into our beautiful theatre for 
more than a year, and finally, the time is 
right” said Artistic Director Derek Ritschel.  
“When you walk through the front doors 
you will be greeted by our wonderful volun-
teers into the newly painted lobby featuring 
artwork by Carole Black-Brisley, and then 
down the stairs to our inviting theatre, a most 
welcome homecoming.”  

 There will be some differences to the ex-
perience theatregoers are used to with the 
new vaccination checks, contact tracing, 
and the wearing of face masks, but Ritschel 
promises the stories will draw you in the mo-
ment the lights go down.

n Old Love by Norm Foster
Nov. 5 to 14

Old Love by celebrated Canadian play-
wright Norm Foster, returning to Showboat 
Theatre after a successful run in 2012. The 
two-act play follows the chance meetings of 
Bud and Molly over 30 years. 

Each encounter left Bud more enamoured 
with Molly, but the timing was never right. 
Now, a recently divorced Bud, and newly 
widowed Molly are reconnecting. 

Old Love is a story of romance, courtship, 
and relationships between older adults with 
Foster’s trademark wit and charm.  

n Beyond the Sea by Kristen Da Silva
Nov. 16 to Dec. 4

The second production for 2021 is a one-
act  play titled Beyond The Sea, a romantic 
comedy with humour, heart, and hope, by 
Kristen Da Silva. 

On a pier in a small town, a pair of strang-
ers begin a conversation that can change the 
destiny of two lost souls forever. Starting as 
a casual exchange, Theo and Gwen quickly 
find themselves sharing their stories of love, 
loss, and the importance of looking forward. 

Beyond The Sea runs from November 16 
to December 4.  

 Tickets went on sale Oct. 12 for both per-
formances. Keeping with health and safety 
regulations, tickets will be sold in pairs. Pa-
trons will need to show proof of vaccination 
upon arrival and wear a face mask inside the 
building. 

Tickets (if there are any left!), may be 
purchased online via the Showboat Theatre 
website. 

The box office is closed to the public until 
performances begin in  November.  n

Live theatre, anyone?
Showboat’s back! 
Two shows take stage this fall, 
limited to audience of 72 at a time

Carole Black-Brisley

2021-22 Friends 
of Roselawn Centre
board of directors 

Glenda Buck

Anna Maria Crognale

Donna Kalailieff

Ann Kennerly

Arlene Lessard

Stephanie 
Powell-Baswick

Chris Summerhayes

Gail Todd

No craft shows until 2022
We’re as disappointed as all of you that the mansion isn’t craft-

show ready for our popular annual Christmas Craft Market. We 
thank you for all your emails and Facebook messages, since sum-
mer. We may be able to run an online event before Christmas; 
please follow our Friends of Roselawn page. We plan to present a 
Spring Maker’s Market, indoors, and-or out on the lawn.
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When your family’s names are on street signs all over town, you 
know you’re a branch of the deepest roots of the community: 

Scholfield, Ramey, Carter—Josephine Ort Davies is a descendant of 
them all. Mrs. Davies’ family history in North America reaches back 
to the 1700s, in the Great Migration from Europe, ultimately coming 
in Canada in the 1800s. Her mother’s Great Aunt Mary, daughter of 
Col. John and Margaret Scolfield, married merchant Lewis Carter, 
who purchased Roselawn in the early 1870s from Levi Cornwall, 
who built the magnificent manor in 1860. 

Two side chairs from Aunt Mary’s Roselawn home, the seats re-
done in needlepoint by her mother, are cherished treasures in the 
Davies’ home in the country, between Port Colborne and Welland.

Mrs. Davies was encouraged by her daughter Jane to write down 
so many memories of family trees and family reunions, and choose 
from hundreds of photos in family albums, toward a book for gen-
erations to come. Jane edited, designed, and published the book, 
presenting it to her mom on her 80th birthday in 2015. 

It’s the first of two books; the second to focus on Mrs. Davies’ 
life. Josephine was a primary school teacher, in Bethel primarily, but 
also at DeWitt Carter and Dain City schools. She and her husband 
Stanley have two children, and a granddaughter.

Writing the book is a proud testament to her family’s, and our 
country’s, history. How wonderful she included Roselawn, and its 
significance to all our history. n

Descendant’s memoir includes Roselawn

Josephine Davies has ancestors from almost every historically prominent family in Port Colborne, including the Carters of Roselawn. She wrote 
her fascinating story all winter/spring 2015. Her daughter Jane Davies, curator of Fort Erie Museums, was her editor, and presented the published 
hardcover edition to her mom on her 80th birthday July 20, 2015. You can’t buy one, but there is a copy in the Port museum, and Fort Erie museum.

The cover of Josephine Davies’ marvelous memoir. Not only are there 
thousands of words to pare down, but hundreds of photos, too.

Each page in her book describes her ancestors, one by one, illustrated 
with connections to past and present. An awesome achievement.
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Lynton Wilson, known 
since he was five years 

old as Red, grew up in Port 
Colborne at the corner of 
Sugarloaf and Forest. He was 
“an ok student” at Port High, 
excelled in hockey and foot-
ball, and worked one summer 
at Robin Hood Mill, where his 
dad was a manager. 

He grew up to be a pro-
vincial deputy minister of 
industry and tourism, chief 
executive officer of Redpath 
Industries, vice chairman of 
the Bank of Nova Scotia and 
president, chair, and CEO 
of BCE, one of the world’s 
largest companies-120,000 
employees, assets of $40-bil-
lion and more than $25-billion 
in annual revenue.

He was named CEO of the Year 1995 and 1996 by Toronto’s 
Globe and Mail Report on Business Magazine. He was inducted as 
an Officer of the Order of Canada in 1997. 

Wilson was profiled in the premier edition of The Leader, way 
back in May 1996, as the first featured Local Leader Success Story, 
written by ace Leader reporter Mike Sturman.

Sturman, nervous about speaking with one of the most powerful, 
influential men in the country, recalled how “easy he was to talk to. 
A really nice guy,” who called from Montreal direct. They had a 
comfortable 30-minute chat. Port High peer Ross Tuck said, “that’s 
Red, very down to earth. He hasn’t forgotten his roots.”

Wilson agreed to return to the roots of his boyhood—where he 
and bantam hockey teammates of 1953-54 won the provincial cham-
pionship—to be guest speaker at the Port Colborne Wainfleet Cham-
ber of Commerce annual awards gala banquet at Club Rheingold in 
Bethel, an agricultural hamlet in rural Port Colborne. 

Wilson’s return to Port stirred many local memories and sparked 
much regional interest, with dozens of calls coming to The Leader 
and the Chamber office from across Niagara.

A snowstorm covered southern Ontario the January day before 
the banquet in 1999, and then-Leader editor and Chamber director 
Gail Todd called Wilson at his home in Oakville, worried he may not 
make it.  “He’s out shovelling the driveway,” his wife Brenda said. 
“We have every intention of making it.”

And make it they did. Meeting him was thrill and honour for more 
than 200 guests, who heard Mr. Wilson speak for almost an hour 
of growing up in Port Colborne, of friendships, of working hard, of 
setting goals, of life-long learning, and of learning from and building 

on history. Months later, Mr. Wilson donated half of the $200,000 
to build the museum archive; his Foundation followed up with the 
rest. The centre is a much-loved, much-used facility, managed by the 
museum board.

Mr. Wilson was founding co-chairman of the Historica Foundation 
of Canada (now Historica Canada).  He was chair of the Govern-
ment of Canada’s Competition Policy Review Panel, and a member 
of the Prime Minister’s Advisory Committee on the Public Service.  
Mr. Wilson is an Officer of the Order of Canada, a Companion of the 
Order of the Business Hall of Fame, the 2014 Vanier Medalist for 
contributions to public service and public administration, and is the 
recipient of honourary degrees from six Canadian universities. He is 
a Governor of the Canadian Olympic Foundation. n

Red Wilson donates $5 million to McMaster’s 
Future of Canada Project
From the Hamilton Spectator April 14, 2020

Many deep thinkers will contribute to the new and grandly named Future 
of Canada Project at McMaster University, but the $6-million initiative is only 
possible because of a guy named Red who enjoys invoking a revered hockey 
dad philosopher.

“Wayne Gretzky’s dad advised him to go to where the puck is heading, not 
where it is,” says Lynton Wilson, who has long been known by the nickname 
bestowed for his vermilion-hued hair back in the day. The university announced 
that Red Wilson, philanthropist, 1962 Mac grad and former chancellor of the 
school, is donating $5 million toward the project, and his alma mater is contribut-
ing another $1 million.

Its purpose is cultivating collaborative research in areas ranging from the arts 
to sciences, and attracting input from those beyond the campus’ stone arches 
to explore ideas that will impact Canada’s future. Threads likely to be tugged 
over the three-year span of the pilot project include everything from envisioning 
the future of our democratic processes, to the road ahead for public health.

This is why Wilson, now 82, enjoys quoting Walter Gretzky’s axiom about the 
value of vision. “We face challenges in terms of how quickly things are chang-
ing, in technology and climate change, the family, the role of social media, and 
we need to think more about where we are heading.”  n

The guy behind the name 
on the archives building


